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Assistant Sheriff Charles Hank Discusses  

September 5, 2019 In-Custody Death  
 

Assistant Sheriff Charles Hank met with members of the media today to discuss additional 
details of the September 5, 2019 in-custody death that occurred at Valley Hospital.   
 
On September 5, 2019 at approximately 5:48 a.m., patrol officers attempted to stop an adult 
male, later identified as 50-year-old Byron Williams, for violating traffic laws while riding a bike in 
the area of Martin L. King Boulevard and Bonanza Road.  Williams did not stop when signaled 
by officers and attempted to elude them on his bike.  Williams discarded his bike and ran from 
officers through a desert area.  Officers caught up with Williams in a nearby apartment complex 
where he was taken into custody.  While waiting for additional units to arrive, Williams began to 
complain that he could not breath.  Medical was summoned and transported Williams to Valley 
Hospital where he later died.   
 
The cause and manner of death will be released by the Clark County Coroner’s Office.   
 
A video of today’s press conference can be viewed by clicking on the following link: 
https://youtu.be/amjbvNNUzHA 
 
The LVMPD Force Investigation Team is conducting the investigation into the officers’ use of force 
in this incident. The findings will be forwarded to the Clark County District Attorney’s Office for 
review. 
 
An examination of this incident is being conducted by the LVMPD’s Critical Incident Review 
Team. This review will focus on policy, tactics and training as it relates to this use of force. 
 
Anyone with any information about this incident is urged to contact the LVMPD Force 
Investigation Team at 702-828-8452.  To remain anonymous, contact Crime Stoppers by phone 
at 702-385-5555, or on the internet at www.crimestoppersofnv.com 
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