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Introduction 
 

The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department (LVMPD) recognizes it has an obligation to the 

community to document, analyze, and publicly report data on police use of force incidents. The Critical 

Incident Review Team (CIRT) Deadly Force Statistical Analysis reflects the Department’s continued 

willingness and responsibility to be transparent and accountable. In an effort to build community trust 

and enhance its police service, LVMPD has taken steps to place police use of force incidents at the 

forefront, weighing national standards of analysis. 

 

This report contains summary data intended to track, evaluate, and respond with improvements in 

police training and practices as related to the use of force. The body of this report identifies 

demographics, categorizes interactions, and describes the circumstances surrounding the incidents, as 

well as the collective profiles of the individuals involved. Such information provides tremendous value 

by informing the agency of emerging trends and identifying training needs. 

 

The purpose of this analysis is to further refine police responses to both actual and potential violent 

interactions with the hope of preventing harm to both citizens and officers alike. This is a continuous 

process of critical self-analysis, adjustments to training and policy/procedure, and regular education 

within the agency. The Department and the public expects our police officers to respect the sanctity of 

human life above all else. Assessing the factors surrounding a deadly force encounter is an important 

step toward ensuring the safest possible outcome for all citizens and officers involved. Officers will 

resort to deadly force only after tremendous restraint and consideration of all reasonable alternatives. 

 

Each deadly force incident results from a unique set of circumstances. With this in mind, the 

Department has conducted a thorough review and analysis of each officer-involved shooting (OIS) or 

deadly force incident. The end goal is to identify areas of improvement for the individual officer’s 

performance and overall agency policy, practices, and training. 

 

Adherence to a predictable process of investigation and evaluation of the use of deadly force, while 

supporting openness and forthright communication, will continue the development of a trusting 

relationship between our law enforcement agency and the public we are sworn to protect and serve. 

Executive Summary 
 

The fourth annual Deadly Force Statistical Analysis prepared by the Office of Internal Oversight 

examines five years of OISs for the period 2010-2014. The Executive Summary is intended to highlight 

the most significant findings, trends, patterns, or issues documented in the body of the report. Where 

appropriate, explanations are provided regarding measures introduced by the Department to address, 

and in some cases, mitigate identified matters of concern. 

 

• The number of OISs in 2014 increased by three from 2013. Sixteen was the third highest number 

of OISs in the past five years. To put the number of OISs in context with criminal activity that 

occurs in Clark County, Nevada, the number of criminal homicides and aggravated assaults are 
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good indicators to predict the number of OISs that will occur in a year.  Criminal homicides 

increased 25% from 2013, aggravated assaults increased 9% and OISs increased 23%. (See 

Overview) 

 

• The rate of OISs that began as citizen calls-for-service (CFS), particularly violent call codes, has 

increased over the past five years, while the rate of OISs that began as officer-initiated, or 

proactive policing activity has declined significantly. (See Types of Dispatched Events) 

 

• During 2013 and 2014, in addition to Advanced Officer Skills Training (AOST) and Reality Based 

Training (RBT) scenarios, the LVMPD required commissioned personnel to complete Fair and 

Impartial Policing and Procedural Justice training that, based on 2013 and 2014 numbers, may 

have contributed to the reduction of the number of OISs preceded by proactive policing activity. 

(See Types of Dispatched Events) 

 

• The year 2014 was consistent with the trend with 75% of OISs occurring outdoors. As has been 

noted in prior Deadly Force reports, the setting of the OIS appears to be a determining factor in 

the outcome lethality. Overall, the fatality rate of OISs that occur outdoors is 37% compared to 

52% of OISs that occur indoors. The higher fatality rate associated with OISs that occur indoors 

was consistent in 2014; both OISs that occurred indoors resulted in a fatality. (See Settings and 

Outcomes of OIS Incidents) 

 

• The shift to longer times on scene prior to OISs that began in 2013 continued in 2014. Typically, 

11% of OISs occur after officers have been on scene an hour or longer, however in 2014, 25% of 

OISs occurred after officers had been on scene longer than an hour. (See Time on Scene Prior to 

Initial Shots Fired) 

 

• The rate of rifles used by officers involved in person-oriented OISs has increased over the past 

five years from 5% in 2010 to 24% in 2014. (See Firearms Employed by Officers) 

 

• The actual number of shots fired in 2014 by individual officers ranged from one to eighteen.  

Eighteen shots fired by an involved officer was the third highest number of shots fired by an 

individual officer during the reporting period. (See Summary of Officer Shots Fired) 

 

• The greatest average distance of initial shots fired by the involved officers occurred in 2014. An 

average distance of 52 feet (17 yards) occurred in 2014 compared to a 5 year average of 34 feet 

(11 yards).  Also notable in 2014, was the increase in distance of the involved officer(s) when the 

subject was armed with a knife. During 2010-2013, the majority of involved officers shot a 

subject armed with a knife from 1 foot (.33 yards) to 10 feet (33.33 yards). In 2014, the majority 

of involved officer(s) shot a subject armed with a knife from greater distances, 11 feet (3.7 

yards) to 25 feet (8.3 yards). (See Distance of Initial Shots Fired) 

 

• The average age of the seventeen subjects associated with person-oriented OISs in 2014 was the 

highest (36 years) in the past five years due to seven subjects over the age of 40 years. The 

predominant race of the subject associated with person-oriented OISs during the past five years 

was white (43%). Seventy-one percent of the subjects were white in 2014 which is a significant 

increase compared to the five year trend.  The proportion of female subjects increased 

significantly during 2014 from 7% cumulative during the past five years to 18% in 2014. Three 
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person-oriented OISs occurred during 2014 involving a female subject; in two of the three OISs, 

the female subject had a history of mental illness, or was having a mental crisis at the time of 

the incident. (See Subject Characteristics Age/Race/Ethnicity/Gender) 

 

• The number of subjects whose mental state was classified as having a mental crisis, agitated, 

suicidal, or expressed suicide by cop intentions has increased since 2010. During 2014, over half 

(59%) of the subjects were categorized as having mental health issues. The most significant 

increase has been the proportion of subjects who expressed suicide by cop intentions, which has 

increased during the past five years from 4% in 2010 to 29% in 2014. Although not as greatly, 

the number of suicidal subjects has also increased over the past five years from 12% in 2010 to 

18% in 2014. (See Mental State of Subjects) 

 

• Firearms, predominantly pistols, were the weapon of choice used by subjects (64%). Firearm 

usage has increased from 56% in 2010 to 76% in 2014. The most significant trend has been the 

rate of person-oriented OISs involving a subject armed with a knife, which has increased since 

2010, from 8% to 24%. Typically, 14% of OISs involve a subject armed with a knife. (See Subject 

Weapon) 

 

• Another effect of RBT, AOST, and the new Fair and Impartial Policing and Procedural Justice 

training introduced to officers in 2013 and 2014 has been the reduction in the number of OISs 

involving unarmed subjects (see also Types of Dispatched Events).  None of the subjects 

involved in person-oriented OISs during 2014 were unarmed compared to the past five years 

when approximately 17% of the subjects were unarmed. (See Subject Weapon) 

 

• The number of subjects associated with person-oriented OISs who shot at officers during the 

incident has increased in the past two years. During 2010-2012, the rate of subjects who shot at 

officers was between 20%-27% however; in 2013-2014, the rate increased to 38% (2013) and 

35% (2014). (See Shooting Summary for Subjects) 

 

• The threat posed by OIS subjects indicates the overall degree of endangerment to police officers 

has increased significantly in recent years. The proportion of subjects whose actions were 

considered threatening has increased from 36% in 2010 to 65% in 2014. (See Threat Levels 

Associated with Subject Action) 

Overview 
 

There were 16 person-oriented OISs in 2014, which was an increase of three from the previous year. The 

number of OISs in 2014 was the third highest in the past five years. Sixteen was also the average number 

of OISs between 2010 and 2014. Person-oriented OISs had fluctuated to as low as 11 in 2012 to as high 

as 25 in 2010 (Figure 1). 
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Figure 1 2010-2014 Number of Person-Oriented OISs and Outcomes 

 

Both OISs and law enforcement officers killed, or assaulted by a suspect with a deadly weapon are a 

potential result of citizen contacts with police. The rate of police officers assaulted or killed using a 

deadly weapon per 10,000 citizen contacts was greater than the rate of OISs per 10,000 citizen contacts. 

The rate of citizen contacts
1
 with the police compared to the total population of Clark County, Nevada 

was 60% during 2014
2
 and the proportion of OISs per 10,000 citizen contacts was 0.2. During 2014, sixty-

eight LVMPD officers were assaulted, or killed by a suspect with a deadly weapon
 3

. The rate of LVMPD 

police officers assaulted or killed per 10,000 citizen contacts was 0.8. 

 

To put the number of OISs in context with criminal activity that occurs in Clark County, Nevada, the 

number of criminal homicides and aggravated assaults are good indicators to predict the number of OISs 

that will occur in a year. Criminal homicides and aggravated assaults are most likely to be correlated 

with OISs because many result from incidents where a person is using, or threatening to use a deadly 

weapon.  During 2010-2014, the number of criminal homicides and aggravated assaults that LVMPD 

reported was positively correlated to the number of OISs, in that as those crimes increase the number of 

OISs may increase. Aggravated assaults were strongly correlated with OISs and therefore a better 

predictor than criminal homicides
4
 (Figure 2).  

 

                                                           
1
 Citizen contacts are citizen CFS and officer-initiated calls closed with a disposition that indicates contact was made with a 

citizen. 
2
 Please note that this does not account for citizens who had multiple contacts with the police, or non-residents. The population 

of Clark County, Nevada during 2014 was 1,497,944 and the number of calls involving citizen contact with police was 902,683. 
3
 Source: UCR Law Enforcement Officers Killed, or Assaulted, Deadly Weapons Only, Las Vegas Metro PD 

4
 Criminal homicide correlation coefficient = 0.4. Aggravated assaults correlation coefficient = 0.7. 
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Figure 2 2010-2014 Person-Oriented OISs. Comparison of Aggravated Assaults, Criminal Homicides, and OISs 

Types of Dispatched Events 
 

The 400 codes assigned to events loosely identify the types of situations police officers may encounter 

when responding to calls-for-service (CFS). The codes can be categorized into two types: officer-initiated 

or proactive policing and citizen-initiated known as CFS. Citizen CFS can be further categorized into 

violent and non-violent codes.  The rate of OISs that began as citizen CFS, particularly violent call codes, 

has increased over the past five years, while the rate of OISs that began as officer-initiated, or proactive 

policing activity has declined significantly. In 2014, the rate of OISs that began as a citizen CFS was 88% 

and 69% of those were call codes that were violent in nature (Figure 3). The violent call codes that 

resulted in an OIS with the greatest frequency in 2014 were Family Disturbance and Robbery CFS.  

 

During 2013 and 2014, in addition to Advanced Officer Skills Training (AOST) and Reality Based Training 

(RBT) scenarios, the LVMPD required commissioned personnel to complete Fair and Impartial Policing 

and Procedural Justice training that, based on 2013 and 2014 numbers, may have contributed to the 

reduction of the number of OISs preceded by proactive policing activity. 
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Figure 3 2010-2014 Person-Oriented OISs and Rate of Dispatched Event Type. Comparison of Citizen CFS, Officer-initiated 

Codes and Violent Codes 

Settings and Outcomes of OIS Incidents 
 

During the past five years, the majority of OISs occurred outdoors. Seventy-three percent of person-

oriented OISs during 2010-2014 occurred outdoors while 27% occurred indoors.  The year 2014 was 

consistent with the trend with 75% of OISs occurring outdoors. 

 

As has been noted in prior Deadly Force reports, the setting of the OIS appears to be a determining 

factor in the outcome lethality. Overall, the fatality rate of OISs that occur outdoors is 37% compared to 

52% of OISs that occur indoors. The higher fatality rate associated with OISs that occur indoors was 

consistent in 2014; both OISs that occurred indoors resulted in a fatality. Factors that contribute to the 

deadlier nature of indoor encounters are the short distances separating officers and subjects, and the 

confining nature of most indoor spaces. Distances between officers and subjects averaged 8 feet (2.7 

yards) indoors and 53 feet (17.7 yards) outdoors during the past five years. 

Police Involvement 
 

Approximately 65%-70% of person-oriented OISs involve one officer. During 2014, the rate of OISs 

involving one officer was consistent with the five-year trend in that 63% involved one officer and 37% 

involved two or more officers. 
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In 2012, the majority of OISs involved multiple officers. This was the only period during 2010-2014 that 

experienced an average of more than two involved officers per OIS. What made 2012 so unusual was 

the elevated frequency of OISs that involved not just two, but three or more involved officers. The top 

three multiple officer incidents that occurred during 2012 included three, four and at the upper end five 

officers (Figure 4). 

 

 
Figure 4 2010-2014 Person-Oriented OIS Incidents. Comparison of Number of Involved Officers and Rate of Single Officer 

Incidents 

 

21% of the officers who discharged their weapons during the past five years have been directly involved 

in one or more additional person-oriented OISs over the course of their careers with the Department (27 

of 131 officers).  

On-Scene Supervision 
 

Police supervisors were on scene at OISs prior to deadly force being used 41% of the time, on average 

during 2010-2014. In the past two years, the presence of a supervisor on scene prior to the use of 

deadly force has increased when compared to 2010-2012 (31%). A supervisor was present prior to the 

use of deadly force 69% of the time in 2013 and 56% of the time in 2014. 

 

As has been reported in each of the prior Deadly Force reports, having supervisors on scene does not 

necessarily reduce the lethality of outcomes for involved subjects. The rate for fatal outcomes during 
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Figure 5  Comparison of Shorter 

and Longer Times on Scene Prior to 

OISs and their Fatality Rate 

2010-2014 was higher in the thirty-four OISs where supervisors were present (23%) than the forty-eight 

when they were not (18%). This is to be expected. Higher lethality rates are typically associated with 

OISs that are not resolved quickly. 

 

Since few supervisors are initially on scene, the duration of the OISs in which they participate tends to 

be lengthy; more than 30 minutes, on average. In general, fatal outcomes for OISs are more likely when 

the involved officer(s) has time to organize and prepare themself in response to dangerous situations. 

 

The presence of a supervisor on scene influences the number of involved officers. When a supervisor 

was present to plan a coordinated response and slow down the incident, the rate of single involved 

officer OISs increased to 41%. When a supervisor was not present, the rate of single involved officer OISs 

was 22%. 

 

Caution is advised before drawing conclusions regarding the value of supervisors to manage as well as 

defuse volatile situations. The scope of this study does not extend beyond examining an extremely 

limited number of incidents that rise to the level of OIS. Nor is there any analysis regarding the benefit 

provided by supervisors in successfully diffusing situations that might otherwise have required officers 

to resort to the utilization of deadly force. 

Time on Scene Prior to Initial Shots Fired 
 

The shift to longer times on scene prior to OISs that began in 2013 continued in 2014. Typically, 11% of 

OISs occur after officers have been on scene an hour or longer; however, in 2014, 25% of OISs occurred 

after officers had been on scene longer than an hour. The increase can be explained by a few OISs that 

were longer than 120 minutes in 2013 and 2014 that involved barricaded subjects and one OIS that 

involved a specialized unit that had been conducting surveillance on a suspect. 

 

Most OISs occur within 2-5 minutes of officers arriving on scene (30%). 

2014 was on trend with 31% of the OISs occurring within 2-5 minutes 

of officers arriving on the call. 

 

As reported in previous Deadly Force reports it is appropriate to 

assume the risk of death to the subject increases substantially when 

the incidents are not resolved quickly. OISs in which the initial shots 

were fired within the first five minutes were less likely to result in a 

fatality. During 2010-2014, the fatality rate of OISs that were shorter in 

duration was 32%. The fatality rate of OISs that were longer duration, 

six or more minutes, was 53% (Figure 5). 

Officer Characteristics Age/Race/Ethnicity/Gender 
 

The average age of involved officers has remained nearly constant during the 2010-2014 reporting 

period, varying only by two years (between 34 and 36 years). The average age of the involved officers in 

2014 (36 years) was near the average age of all involved officers during 2010-2013 (35 years). When 

broken down into age groupings, the largest number of the 131 involved officers are in their 30’s (37%) 
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followed by officers in their 20’s (33%), 40’s (28%), and 50’s (2%). In 2014, the proportion of officers in 

their 30’s was slightly higher (40%) compared to the overall trend (37%) in 2010-2013.  

 

The predominant race of involved officers during the past five years was white (79%).  Eighty percent of 

the involved officers were white in 2014, which is consistent with the five-year trend.  The racial 

proportion of involved officers was also consistent with the racial proportion of officers employed by the 

Department. 

 

The largest proportion of female involved officers in the past five years occurred in 2014 (12%) while 

88% of the involved officers in 2014 were male. Typically, the predominant gender of involved officers 

was male (95%) and female officers were involved in only 5% of the person-oriented OISs. The 

proportion of female involved officers in 2014 mirrors the proportion of female commission personnel 

on the Department (Figure 6). 

 

 
Figure 6 Involved Officer Gender and Race Compared to LVMPD Commissioned Personnel Demographics 

Officer Tenure 
 

The average tenure of officers involved in person-oriented OISs during 2010-2014 has remained 

somewhat consistent, varying by four years (between six and ten years). During 2014, the average 

tenure increased from nine years in 2013 to ten years. 

 

The tenure of the involved officer mirrors the tenure characteristics of the patrol officers stationed at 

area commands. At least with respect to years of service, the profile of commissioned personnel at area 

commands continues to reflect the number of new police officers hired by the Department between 

2005 and 2010. Recently the Department began hiring new officers and the average tenure of involved 

officers is expected to decrease in the next couple of years. 
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Research supports the conclusion that the length of time that an officer has been on the Department 

does not influence the decision to use force, but is a reflection of the demographics of commissioned 

personnel.  

Officer Duty Assignments 
 

Compared to 2013 (63%), the proportion of involved officers assigned to area commands increased in 

2014 (84%). The increase in more involved officers assigned to area commands was expected, because 

2013 had the highest proportion of non-patrol assigned personnel during the past five years. Typically, 

79% of involved officers are assigned to an area command. Other than area commands, officers 

assigned to the Criminal Apprehension Team (CAT), Gang Crimes, SWAT and Traffic Bureau were more 

likely to participate in an OIS during the 2010-2014 reporting period. 

Classifications of Officers (Rank) 
 

As expected, the majority of officers who were involved in person-oriented OISs were classified as PO-

II’s (119 of 131 officers) at the time that the shootings occurred. PO-II’s are officers with more than one 

year of service time beyond Field Training. Typically, PO-II’s are involved in 91% of OISs; however, 88% 

of involved officers were classified as PO-II’s in 2014. 

 

Sergeants represent the next largest classification group (10 of 131 officers) involved in person-oriented 

OISs. The proportion of sergeants involved in OISs increased during the past five years from 5% in 2010 

to 12% in 2014. 

Firearms Employed by Officers 
 

The rate of rifles used by officers involved in person-oriented OISs has increased over the past five years 

from 5% in 2010 to 24% in 2014. Department policy directs that officers may deploy their rifle based on 

distance, available cover, and the tactical situation presented.  The increase in the use of a rifle in 2014 

can be attributed to distance, available cover and the tactical situation presented. Four of the person-

oriented OISs in which the six involved officers used their rifle included a violent CFS (all four OISs), a 

subject who was armed with a firearm (all four OISs) and shot at officers (two of four OISs) before the 

involved officers shot the subject at distances ranging from 40 feet (13 yards) to 333 feet (111 yards).   

 

The predominant firearm used by the involved officer in person-oriented OISs is their handgun. The 

involved officer(s) used a handgun in 83% of the person-oriented OISs during the past five years.  In 

2014, 76% of the involved officers used a handgun, which is a decrease from the five year trend, but is 

consistent with 2013 (Figure 7). 

 

 



 

 LAS VEGAS METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT Page 13 of 27 

 
Figure 7 2010-2014 Person-Oriented OISs. Comparison of the Rate of Weapons Used by the Involved Officer(s) 

Summary of Officer Shots Fired 
 

The twenty-five police officers directly involved in person-oriented OISs during 2014 fired 122 rounds, 

which is an average of five rounds per officer and eight rounds per incident. During 2010-2014, the 

average number of shots fired per officer did not vary greatly – it remained relatively consistent 

between four and six shots per officer. The average number of rounds fired per incident did fluctuate 

during 2010-2014. The largest average number of rounds fired per incident was in 2012 (11 rounds) and 

the least average number of rounds fired per incident occurred in 2010 (6 rounds) (Figure 8). 

 

The actual number of shots fired in 2014 by individual officers ranged from one to eighteen.  Eighteen 

shots fired by an involved officer was the third highest number of shots fired by an individual officer 

during the reporting period.  Without this single anomaly, the average number of shots fired per officer 

would have been as low as the average in 2010 (4 rounds).  
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Figure 8 2010-2014 Person-Oriented OISs. Shots Fired Per Officer and OIS 

Distance of Initial Shots Fired 
 

The greatest average distance of initial shots fired by the involved officers occurred in 2014. An average 

distance of 52 feet (17 yards) occurred in 2014 compared to a 5 year average of 34 feet (11 yards). 

When compared to 2013, the average distance increased 23 feet (7.7 yards), from 29 feet (9.7 yards) in 

2013 to 52 feet (17 yards) in 2014. The increase in distance in 2014 is due to five OISs in which the 

involved officers were further than 100 feet (33.33 yards) from the subject. 

 

The distance of the majority of involved officer(s) decreased when confronted with a subject armed with 

a firearm during 2014. When the subject was armed with a firearm, typically the majority of involved 

officer(s) shoot from 11 feet (3.7 yards) to 25 feet (8.3 yards), however, during 2014, the majority of 

subjects armed with a firearm were closer when the involved officer(s) shot at 1 foot (.33 yards) to 10 

feet (3.33 yards). 

 

Also notable in 2014, was the increase in distance of the involved officer(s) when the subject was armed 

with a knife. During 2010-2013, the majority of involved officers shot a subject armed with a knife from 

1 foot (.33 yards) to 10 feet (33.33 yards). In 2014, the majority of involved officer(s) shot a subject 

armed with a knife from greater distances, 11 feet (3.7 yards) to 25 feet (8.3 yards). The distances in 

2014 are in accordance with officer’s training, which instructs that the time it takes the average officer 

to recognize a threat, draw their firearm and fire two rounds at center mass, an average subject 

charging at the officer with a knife or other sharp weapon can cover a distance of 21 feet (7 yards). 
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Accuracy of Shots Fired 
 

The accuracy of the involved officer(s) improved in 2014, from 27% in 2013 to 33% in 2014, which was 

the third highest level of accuracy during 2010-2014. The highest level of accuracy, 42% occurred in 

2011. 

 

As expected, shooting accuracy is dependent on the distance to the target. Overall, involved officers are 

most accurate when they are 1 foot (.33 yards) to 10 feet (3.33 yards) from the subject with a hit ratio of 

58% while involved officers are least accurate (15% hit ratio) at distances greater than 101 feet (33.7 

yards).  However, 2014 deviated from the trend when involved officers were most accurate at 11 feet 

(3.7 yards) to 25 feet (8.3 yards) from the subject (67% hit ratio).  

Aspects of 2010-2014 OIS Incidents/Foot Pursuits 
 

Research has suggested that deadly force is more likely to be used after a vehicle or foot pursuit. A foot 

pursuit preceded 22% of OISs during the past five years. The 2014 proportion of OISs preceded by a foot 

pursuit was 25%. The largest proportion of OISs preceded by a foot pursuit occurred in 2010 (32%) and 

the smallest proportion occurred during 2011 (12%).  

Aspects of 2010-2014 OIS Incidents/Low Lethality Force 
 

Typically, less than 20% of the person-oriented OISs involve the engagement of low lethal tools. The 

Departments guidelines on deploying low lethal tools are based on the level of threat to the public and 

officer(s) the subject poses. During 2010-2014 two years deviated from the trend, 2011 (41%) and 2014 

(25%).  The most common low lethal tools used were the Electronic Control Device (ECD) - 43% of OISs 

where a low lethal tool was used, less-than lethal (beanbag) shotgun (36%), and K9 (14%). 

 

Low lethality tools were most likely to be used when the subject was armed with a firearm (25%) 

followed by a knife, or sharp object (26%). When the subject was armed with a knife, a less-than lethal 

(beanbag) shotgun was the low lethal tool of choice. When encountering a subject armed with a firearm, 

officers chose ECDs and vehicle techniques such as, low speed Precision Intervention Technique (PIT) 

maneuvers and pinching more often.  

Subject Characteristics Age/Race/Ethnicity/Gender 
 

The average age of the subject varied between 30 and 36 years during 2010-2014. The subject’s age 

ranged from the low 17 years (two OISs, 2010 and 2011) to the high, 58 years in 2014. The average age 

of the seventeen subjects associated with person-oriented OISs in 2014 was the highest (36 years) in the 

past five years due to seven subjects over the age of 40 years. 

 

The predominant race of the subject associated with person-oriented OISs during the past five years was 

white (43%). Seventy-one percent of the subjects were white in 2014 which is a significant increase 

compared to the five year trend.  The 2014 proportion of the subject’s race is not consistent with the 

racial demographics of Clark County, Nevada in that white subjects were overrepresented. This is a 
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change from the 2010-2014 cumulative trend where white subjects were underrepresented and black 

subjects were overrepresented. 

 

The proportion of female subjects increased significantly during 2014 from 7% cumulative during the 

past five years to 18% in 2014. Three person-oriented OISs occurred during 2014 involving a female 

subject; in two of the three OISs, the female subject had a history of mental illness, or was having a 

mental crisis at the time of the incident. 

 

Males are the predominant gender of the subject associated with person-oriented OISs. During the past 

five years, 93% of OISs involved a male subject. The gender distribution of person-oriented OISs does 

not mirror the gender distribution of the population of Clark County, Nevada, which is approximately 

50% male and 50% female (Figure 9). 

 

 
Figure 9 2010-2014 Person-Oriented OISs. Subject Gender and Race Compared to Clark County, Nevada Population 

Demographics 

Criminal Backgrounds of Subjects 
 

The majority (84%) of subjects associated with person-oriented OISs had past criminal history that 

ranged from misdemeanor to felony arrests. During 2014, the proportion of subjects with prior criminal 

history was on trend at 82%. Of those with arrest records during the past five years, more than half were 

convicted of violent crimes (51%). With regard to officer safety concerns, it is relevant to note that 

during any given year it is probable that in approximately half of all OISs the police will encounter ex-

felons with prior violent convictions. 

Condition of Subjects (Drugs/Alcohol) 
 

59% of OIS subjects during the past five years were believed to have been under the influence of drugs 

and/or alcohol at the time of their deadly force encounters with the police. 80% of the subjects under 

the influence had used prescription and/or street drugs. The most common drugs associated with the 

OIS subjects during 2010-2014 were methamphetamine, prescription medications, marijuana, and 
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cocaine. Alcohol was less of a factor than drugs with 43% of the subjects under the influence having 

used alcohol prior to the deadly force encounter. 18% of subjects under the influence had used both 

drugs and alcohol. 

 

While the information regarding drugs and alcohol provides a useful measure of the subjects’ judgment 

when confronting the police, it should be noted there is less than absolute accuracy associated with 

these statistics. Drugs and alcohol determinations were based on observation, self-admission, and for 

fatalities only, toxicological testing during autopsies.  

Mental State of Subjects 
 

A certain amount of subjectivity is required in order to classify the mental state of OIS subjects at the 

time of their deadly force encounters with the police. Determinations regarding mental state are largely 

based on observations of on-scene officers and information obtained by detectives during follow-up 

investigations. 

 

The number of subjects whose mental state was classified as having a mental crisis, agitated, suicidal, or 

expressed suicide by cop intentions has increased since 2010. During 2014, over half (59%) of the 

subjects were categorized as having mental health issues. The most significant increase has been the 

proportion of subjects who expressed suicide by cop intentions, which has increased during the past five 

years from 4% in 2010 to 29% in 2014. Although not as greatly, the number of suicidal subjects has also 

increased over the past five years from 12% in 2010 to 18% in 2014 (Figure 10). 

 

 
Figure 10 2010-2014 Person-Oriented OISs. Comparison of the Mental State of the Subjects 



 

 LAS VEGAS METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT Page 18 of 27 

Subject Weapon 
 

83% of the subjects associated with 2010-2014 person-oriented OISs were armed. Firearms, 

predominantly pistols, were the weapon of choice used by subjects (64%). Firearm usage has increased 

from 56% in 2010 to 76% in 2014. 

 

The most significant trend has been the rate of person-oriented OISs involving a subject armed with a 

knife, which has increased since 2010, from 8% to 24%. Typically, 14% of OISs involve a subject armed 

with a knife (Figure 11).   

 

 
Figure 11 2010-2014 Person-Oriented OISs. Comparison of the Weapons Employed by the Subjects 

 

The effect of RBT, AOST, and the new Fair and Impartial Policing and Procedural Justice training 

introduced to officers in 2013 and 2014 may have contributed to the reduction of the number of OISs 

involving unarmed subjects (see also Types of Dispatched Events).  None of the subjects involved in 

person-oriented OISs during 2014 were unarmed compared to the past five years when approximately 

17% of the subjects were unarmed. 

 

As indicated in prior Deadly Force reports, armed subjects are much more likely to be killed by the 

involved officer(s) than unarmed subjects. During the past five years, 48% of armed subjects died as a 

result of the OIS compared to 14% of unarmed subjects. In addition, subjects armed with knives, or 

sharp objects had a greater fatality rate than subjects armed with other weapons (21% fatal compared 

to 14% nonfatal) which is most likely due to the duration of the incident and the distance of the involved 

officer at the time of the shooting. OISs involving a subject armed with a knife are often longer in 
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duration (typically, twenty-three minutes) and the involved officer(s) are often closer to the subject (12 

feet, or 4 yards, on average) (Figure 12).   

 

 
Figure 12 Comparison of Armed and Unarmed Subjects and their Fatality Rate 

Shooting Summary for Subjects 
 

The number of subjects associated with person-oriented OISs who shot at officers during the incident 

has increased in the past two years. During 2010-2012, the rate of subjects who shot at officers was 

between 20%-27% however; in 2013-2014, the rate increased to 38% (2013) and 35% (2014). During 

2010-2014 subjects shot 117 rounds at officers and hit their target nine times, which equates to an 8% 

accuracy rate. 

 

During 2010-2014, five of the 131 involved officers were injured from shots fired at them. There was 

only one OIS related officer injury not directly attributable to gunfire during the past five years. In 2010, 

a vehicle struck an officer. 

Threat Levels Associated with Subject Action 
 

There are degrees of threat associated with actions taken by subjects in the presence of police officers 

prior to the application of deadly force. For analytical purposes, these subject actions have been placed 

into one of three threat level categories. Determinations regarding the classification of subject actions 

have been made retrospectively by the Critical Incident Review Team (CIRT) based on the best available 

information, including but not limited to officer perceptions at the time of the OISs. Explanations of 

these threat categories are provided in the following set of ascending order definitions. 

 

 

Provocative Subject actions are such that they are perceived, correctly 

or not, as being potentially threatening. In actuality, no 

one has become seriously endangered. Examples of 

provocative situations include: 1) an unexpected 

appearance of motion that takes an officer by surprise, 2) 

furtive movements perceived as reaching for a weapon, 

3) physical movements, such as a lunge towards an officer 

and 4) passive or active physical resistance without a 

weapon. 
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Threatening Subject actions are such that they can be correctly 

perceived as an imminent, serious threat. A violent act or 

extremely endangering situation is ready to manifest 

itself. Examples of threatening situations include: 1) 

drawing a firearm without clear intention of surrendering 

it, 2) aiming/pointing a firearm in the direction of an 

officer, and 3) wielding other weapons such as knives in 

an aggressive attack mode posture. 

Assaultive Subject actions are such that the danger associated with a 

violent act or life threatening situation has clearly 

manifested itself, such as in shots fired instances and 

close-in attempts to stab or cut with a knife. Officers no 

longer have to assume what a subject might do since the 

actions provide positive proof of harmful intent. 

 

The threat posed by OIS subjects indicates the overall degree of endangerment to police officers has 

increased significantly in recent years. The proportion of subjects whose actions were considered 

threatening has increased from 36% in 2010 to 65% in 2014.  

 

Research has shown that the strongest predictors of the likelihood and severity of police use of force are 

the degree of resistance and the hostility level of the subject encountered.  Officers are trained to shoot 

until the imminent threat has stopped which was proportional to the number of shots fired by the 

involved officer(s) and the outcome of the incident based on the subject’s actions during 2010-2014. The 

average number of shots fired by the involved officer(s) when threatened by an assaultive subject was 

six, when confronted with a threatening subject, an average of four shots were fired and when the 

subject’s actions were provocative, two shots were fired, on average. The fatality rate of subjects whose 

actions were considered threatening or assaultive was higher than subjects whose actions were 

considered provocative. During 2010-2014, the fatality rate of subjects whose actions were assaultive 

was 44%, the fatality rate of subjects whose actions were threatening was 46%, and the fatality rate of 

subjects whose actions were provocative was 31% (Figure 13). 

 

 
Figure 13 Subjects Actions Compared to the Average Number of Shots Fired by the Involved Officers and the Fatality Rate 
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Time Intervals between Person-Oriented OIS Incidents 
 

The pattern of time intervals between person-oriented OISs in 2014 was similar to the pattern identified 

in previous years. Half of the OISs occurred within 0-15 days of one another, which is similar to 2010-

2012. However, this differs from 2013 in that a departure from the trend occurred when over 60% of the 

person-oriented OISs occurred within 16-30 days of one another. 

 

The longest time interval between person-oriented OISs in the past 5 years occurred in 2014. A 117-day 

interval occurred between 08/11/14 and 12/06/14 (Table 1).  

 
Table 1 Top Five Longest Intervals Between OISs 

 

Month, Day of Week, and Time of Day of OIS Incidents 
 

February and November were unusually inactive months for person-oriented OISs during 2014; no OISs 

occurred during these months. Typically, nearly 9% of OISs occur during February and nearly 10% occur 

during November. This is the second consecutive year in which there were no OISs in November.  

Conversely, March had an unusually large proportion of OISs in 2014 with 25% of all person-oriented 

OISs occurring in March.  

 

More person-oriented OISs occurred on Sundays (31%) during 2014, than any other day of the week. 

This is not representative of the past five years in that Tuesdays were the more common day of the 

week for an OIS to occur. 

 

The temporal pattern of person-oriented OISs that occurred during 2014 was not typical in that a larger 

percentage occurred between 0600 hours and 1159 hours than in the previous four years. Twenty-five 

percent of the 2014 person-oriented OISs occurred between 0600 hours and 1159 hours compared to 

less than 10% during 2012-2013 and less than 20% during 2010-2011. 

 

Approximately one-third of person-oriented OISs typically occur between 1800 hours and 2359 hours. 

During 2014, the rate occurring during this period decreased slightly to 31%.   

 

During 2010-2014, the most common days of the week and time of day for a person-oriented OIS to 

occur were Sundays & Mondays between 1200-1759, Mondays & Tuesdays between 1800-2359, and 

Fridays between 1800-2359 hours. The least likely days of the week and time of day for an OIS to occur 

were Wednesdays between 0600-1759 and Saturdays between 0600-1159 hours (Figure 14). 

 

Longest Intervals

117 days - 2014

104 days - 2012

87 days - 2012

80 days - 2013

58 days - 2011
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Figure 14 2010-2014 Person-Oriented OISs. Time of Day and Day of Week Heat Map 

Locations of OIS Incidents 
 

The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department’s jurisdiction is divided into area commands and 

Resident areas. Eight area commands cover the Las Vegas valley surrounded by Resident areas. During 

2014, the trend in an increasing number of OISs occurring on the east side of the valley noted in 

previous Deadly Force reports continued. Northeast area command (NEAC) and Southeast area 

command (SEAC) had the largest rate of OISs; 25% of OISs occurred in both area commands during 2014. 

Since 2012, the rate of person-oriented OISs that occur in SEAC has been constant at approximately 

25%. However, the rate of OISs in NEAC increased from 8% in 2013 to 2014 to 25%. The greater number 

of OISs occurring on the east side of the valley can be seen on the following pin map, figure <>.  

However, during 2010-2012, OISs are denser on the northwest side of the valley. The area with the 

greatest density of OISs during the reporting period is bordered by Smoke Ranch Rd to Vegas Dr and N 

Rainbow Blvd to N Jones Blvd. There were no OISs that occurred within this area during 2013 and 2014, 

instead in 2014, the area with the greatest density of OISs was bordered by E Flamingo Rd to E 

Tropicana Ave and S Pecos Rd (West of) to S Sandhill Rd (Figures 15 & 16) 

 

Unique to 2014 were two OISs that occurred in the Resident area of LVMPD’s jurisdiction. During 2010-

2013, no OISs were located in the Resident area. 

 

Time of Day SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY Total

0000-0559 4 3 3 3 2 1 2 18

0600-1159 3 2 5 0 2 2 0 14

1200-1759 6 6 4 0 2 1 3 22

1800-2359 3 6 6 3 1 7 2 28

Total 16 17 18 6 7 11 7 82

COOL HOT
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Figure 15 2010-2014 Person-Oriented OISs. Pin Map 
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Figure 16 2010-2014 Person-Oriented OISs. Hotspot Map 
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Non-Shooting Deadly Force Events (2012-2014) 
 

Seven person-oriented deadly force incidents other than OISs occurred during 2012-2014. Police 

vehicles served as weapons in five incidents, either to strike an armed subject, or to ram a fleeing 

vehicle.  The involved officer used a knife in one incident when the subject attempted to take the 

officer’s firearm. The seventh incident involved the low lethal application of a less-than lethal (beanbag) 

shotgun; however, the subject was struck in the neck. 

 

Six of the seven incidents were nonfatal. In the seventh incident, a PIT maneuver was applied in which 

one of the three subject(s) inside the vehicle was ejected. 

Use of Deadly Force on Animals (2012-2014) 
 

During 2012-2014, deadly force was used on an animal in twenty incidents. Deadly force was used on 

twenty-one animals including seventeen dogs (81%). The four remaining animals included two coyotes, 

one chimpanzee, and one cat. In what turned out to be a very unusual set of occurrences, all three of 

the non-domesticated animals were shot within a few months of one another during 2012. The involved 

officer(s) used a firearm in all but one incident in which the involved officer used a vehicle to strike an 

attacking dog. The outcome for the majority of the incidents was fatal (55%), followed by non-fatal, but 

injured (23%), and uninjured (18%). 

 

 

 
Figure 17 2012-2014 Use of Deadly Force on Animals. Comparison of the Situations Encountered by the Involved Officer(s) 
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All, but one of the incidents were a citizen CFS. As expected, the most common call code associated with 

the application of deadly force on an animal was animal complaint.  

 

The most common situation encountered by the involved officer(s) in 2014 was attack occurring, in 

which the animal was attacking the officer(s), or citizen followed by attack imminent, in which the 

animal charged at the involved officer(s) before being shot (Figure 17). 

 

Aggressive dogs initiated the majority of the animal-type deadly force incidents during 2012-2014. A dog 

was non-aggressive in only one of the incidents. In that incident the owner of a severely injured dog 

requested an officer to perform a humane shooting to end the animal’s suffering. 

 

The most common breed of dog shot was Pit Bull/Pit Bull mix (60%), followed by German 

Shepherd/German Shepherd mix (5%) and Coyote (20%). Other breeds of dogs involved include: Belgian 

Malinois (1 incident), Boxer (1 incident), and Mastiff (1 incident). The majority of the dogs involved 

weighed more than 65 pounds. 

 

Beginning in 2014, the LVMPD introduced a new mandatory online training class titled, Police and Dog 

Encounters, in which officers were trained on the best tactics to ensure public and officers safety 

through diffusing dog encounters. As a result, the number of use of force incidents involving an animal 

in 2014 has decreased 55% since 2012.   
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Appendix A 
 

 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

# of OISs 25 17 11 13 16

Fatal OISs 7 12 4 3 8

Non-fatal OISs 18 5 7 10 8

Longest Interval Between OISs (Days) 45 58 104 80 117

# of Directly Involved PO's 37 27 23 19 25

# of PO's per OIS 1.5 1.6 2.1 1.5 1.6

Average Minutes on Scene until Initial Shots Fired 7 19 7 131 42

# of Shots Fired by PO's 140 126 113 112 122

Average # of Shots Fired per PO 4 5 5 6 5

Average # of Shots Fired per OIS 6 7 11 9 8

# of On-target Shots (Strikes) 57 53 26 30 40

Average Initial Firing Distance (Feet) 29 27 32 29 52

Accuracy of Shots Fired by POs 41% 42% 23% 27% 33%

# of Subjects 25 17 11 13 17

% of Subjects who used a Firearm as a Weapon 56% 65% 64% 62% 76%

% of Subjects who used a Knife as a Weapon 8% 12% 18% 15% 24%

# of Subjects who Shot at the Police 5 4 3 5 6

# of Shots Fired by Subjects 13 13 13 31 47

Average # of Shots Fired per Subject 3 3 4 6 8

# of On-target Shots (Strikes) 2 4 2 1 0

Accuracy of Shots Fired by Subjects 15% 31% 15% 3% 0%

Statistical Summary for Person-Oriented Officer Involved Shootings


