
 

 ###  

Don’t forget to visit our web sites  
www.LVMPD.com or www.ProtectTheCity.com  

     

 

  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Director Carla Alston 
Sergeant Jeff Clark 
Officer Laura Meltzer   
Officer Larry Hadfield 
Officer Jesse Roybal 
Officer Michael Rodriguez   
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January, 22, 2016 OIS 

 

On January 22, 2016 at approximately 7:10 p.m., the LVMPD Dispatch Center received 
multiple calls regarding an armed man walking in and out of traffic in the 3600 block of 
South Las Vegas Boulevard.  It was further reported that the suspect was pointing a 
handgun at citizens and passing vehicles in the area.   
 
Patrol Officer George Smith was dispatched to the area and located the suspect in front 
of the Bellagio Hotel Casino’s fountain area.  The suspect, later identified as 20 year old 
Kahleal Black, was walking south on Las Vegas Boulevard with his back towards the 
officer.  Officer Smith exited his marked patrol vehicle and issued several verbal 
commands that Black did not comply with.  Black continued to walk south, then turned 
towards Officer Smith and pointed a handgun at him.  Officer Smith then discharged his 
duty handgun two times but neither round struck Black.   Black dropped to the ground 
and was taken into custody by arriving officers. 
 
As a result of the shooting, a juvenile received a minor graze wound to the leg by a 
bullet ricochet from a pillar in the area.  The juvenile was treated at the University 
Medical Center and released in good condition. Another male adult leaning against a 
pillar in the area had his jacket grazed, but he did not sustain any physical injuries. 
 
The preliminary investigation initiated by the LVMPD Force Investigation Team (FIT) 
identified the handgun retrieved from Black as a Webley Mark IV .38 revolver.  
Detectives learned that the handgun had been stolen in a residential burglary that 
occurred in December, 2015 within the LVMPD’s jurisdiction.  It was also determined 
that Black’s firearm was unloaded at the time of the incident. 
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Black was transported to the Clark County Detention Center and booked on the 
following charges: 
 

 4 counts of Assault with a Deadly Weapon  

 1 count of Resisting a Police Officer with a Firearm 

 1 count of Possession of a Stolen Firearm 
 
During the course of the investigation, detectives learned that Black has been treated 
for mental health issues in the past.  
 
A video of today’s press conference can be viewed by clicking on the following link: 
https://youtu.be/nUnlowm-G04. 
 
This is the 1st officer involved shooting of 2016.  The LVMPD Force Investigation Team 
is currently investigating the officer’s use of force in this incident.  Their findings will be 
forwarded to the Clark County District Attorney for review. 
 
An examination of this incident is being conducted by the LVMPD Critical Incident 
Review Team.  This review will focus on policy, tactics and training as it relates to this 
use of force.  
 
This is an ongoing investigation. Anyone with any information is urged to contact the 
LVMPD Force Investigation Section at 702-828-8452. To remain anonymous, call Crime 
Stoppers at 702-385-5555, visit www.crimestoppersofNV.com or text: “CRIMENV” plus 
tip information to 274637 (CRIMES). Message and data rates may apply. 
 
 
PO 011c 01-26-16 
160122-3334 LH 
 
 

http://www.lvmpd.com/
http://www.protectthecity.com/
https://youtu.be/nUnlowm-G04

