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Officer Shoots Armed Suspect  
During Follow-Up Investigation  

 
 

On February 9, 2015, at approximately 8:00p.m., the LVMPD Dispatch Center received 
a call of a robbery that occurred in the 3900 block of Mountain Vista Street.  Patrol 
officers responded and conducted a preliminary investigation of the alleged robbery.  
Although officers determined the circumstances did not meet the elements of a robbery, 
they believed they knew who the suspect was and that he was known to carry firearms. 
 
A marked two manned patrol unit went to 4855 Boulder Highway where the suspect was 
known to frequent and possibly live.  While conducting a follow-up investigation in the 
complex, officers observed the suspect identified as James Nelson walking with two 
unknown females.   
 
Officers approached Nelson and began giving him verbal commands in which he did not 
comply.  One of the officers attempted to take Nelson into custody and he physically 
resisted.  During the struggle, Nelson lifted up his shirt and pulled a black handgun from 
his waistband and began aiming it at the officer.  The second officer observed this and 
yelled gun several times to the officer who was attempting to take Nelson into custody.  
The officer struggling with Nelson quickly disengaged and the second officer fired 
several shots striking Nelson.   
 
Nelson was transported to Sunrise Hospital where he is listed in stable condition.  He 
has been booked in absentia and is charged with the following: 
 

 One count of Assault with a Deadly Weapon on a Police Officer   
 
A previous booking photo of Nelson accompanies this release. 
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This is the 1st officer-involved shooting of 2015.  Per LVMPD policy, the identity of the 
officer involved in this shooting will be released after 48 hours. 
 
Captain Matt McCarthy of the LVMPD Office of Internal Oversight provided information 
regarding this incident.  The video can be viewed by clicking on the following link: 
http://youtu.be/2R_MEG80glU 
 
Detectives are attempting to identify and locate the two females who were with Nelson 
just prior to the shooting.  Anyone with any information regarding this incident are urged 
to contact the LVMPD Force Investigation Section at 702-828-8452.  To remain 
anonymous, contact Crime Stoppers by phone at 702-385-5555, or on the internet at 
www.crimestoppersofnv.com. 
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