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Undersheriff Kevin McMahill Discusses  
February 9, 2015 OIS 

 
Undersheriff Kevin McMahill met with the media today, February 13, to discuss 
additional details of the February 9, 2015 officer involved shooting.  At approximately 8 
p.m. LVMPD patrol officers were dispatched to the 3900 block of Mountain Vista Street 
to investigate a report of a robbery.   
 
Responding Officer Todd Fasulo Jr. and his trainee Officer Thomas Griffin determined 
that the incident did not meet the criteria for a robbery, but that a battery had occurred.  
They identified 21-year old James Nelson as the suspect and that he resided in an 
apartment located at 4855 South Boulder Highway.  Officer Fasulo had had previous 
encounters with Nelson and knew him to carry a firearm.   
 
The officers went to the 4855 South Boulder Highway location and saw Nelson with two 
females walking through the complex.  The officers approached Nelson and attempted 
to take him into custody.  A struggle ensued between Officer Fasulo and Nelson.  
Officer Griffin saw Nelson grab a gun from his waistband and he ordered Nelson to drop 
the gun as Officer Fasulo pushed Nelson away from him.   
 
Instead of dropping the gun, Nelson aimed the gun at Officer Fasulo.  At that time, 
Officer Griffin fired three rounds from his service weapon, striking Nelson.   Nelson was 
then taken into custody and the officers immediately summoned medical personnel to 
the scene.  Nelson was transported to the Sunrise Trauma Center where he was 
booked in absentia for one count of assault with a deadly weapon on a police officer, 
and carrying a concealed weapon.  
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The video of today’s press conference can be viewed by clicking on the following link: 
http://youtu.be/xxfxvnl_lC0 
 
Body worn camera footage from the incident can be viewed by clicking on the following 
link: 
http://youtu.be/V0x2FyobTCY 
 
This is the 1st officer-involved shooting of 2015.  The LVMPD Force Investigation Team 
is currently investigating the officer’s use of force in this case.  Their findings will be 
forwarded to the Clark County District Attorney for review. 
 
An examination of this event is being conducted by the LVMPD Critical Incident Review 
Team.  This review will focus on policy, tactics and training as it relates to this use of 
force.   
 
Detectives are attempting to identify and locate the two females who were with Nelson 
just prior to the shooting.  Anyone with any information regarding this incident is urged 
to contact the LVMPD Force Investigation Section at 702-828-8452.  To remain 
anonymous, contact Crime Stoppers by phone at 702-385-5555, or on the internet at 
www.crimestoppersofnv.com. 
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