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Undersheriff Kevin McMahill Discusses  
April 29, 2015 O.I.S. 

 

Undersheriff Kevin McMahill met with the media today, May 5, 2015 to discuss 
additional details of the April 29, 2015 officer involved shooting.  At approximately 10:21 
a.m. the LVMPD Dispatch Center received a report of a suspicious person in front of a 
residence located at 6312 Blue Jay Way.   
 
The suspicious person was described as a black male adult wearing a hat, tee shirt and 
shorts who was carrying a backpack.  The male, later identified as 18-year old Richard 
Powell III, was reportedly looking around and repeatedly trying to open the door to the 
residence. 
 
K-9 Officer Tom Moore assigned himself to the event and arrived at approximately 
10:56 a.m.  Officer Moore discovered the door to the residence closed and no signs of 
forced entry.  After conducting a check of the side gate, Officer Moore was approaching 
the front of the residence when Powell opened the door. 
 
Officer Moore saw a handgun in Powell’s hand and recognized he matched the 
description of the suspicious person.  Powell turned and ran back into the residence and 
attempted to slam the door.  Officer Moore prevented the door from being slammed on 
him and gave verbal commands for Powell to drop the gun.   
 
Officer Moore fired one round from his duty weapon which struck Powell.  Powell threw 
the gun onto the floor and ran into the kitchen area, where he then complied with 
additional commands given by Officer Moore.   
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Powell was transported to the UMC Trauma Center where he was treated for his injuries 
and released later that evening.  He was booked into the Clark County Detention Center 
on charges of: 
 

 Burglary with a Firearm 

 Possession of Unregistered Firearm 

 
During the investigation, detectives recovered the firearm Powell was holding as well as 
other items believed to be taken in other residential burglaries.  The investigation into 
those cases is ongoing.   
 
A booking photo of Richard Powell accompanies this release.  A photo of some of the 
recovered items believed to have been taken in other residential burglaries is also 
attached.   
 
A video of today’s briefing can be viewed by clicking on the following link: 
https://youtu.be/m9u1LYtSEZI 
   
This is the 3rd officer-involved shooting of 2015.  The LVMPD Force Investigation Team 
is currently investigating the officer’s use of force in this case.  Their findings will be 
forwarded to the Clark County District Attorney for review.   
 
An examination of this event is being conducted by the LVMPD Critical Incident Review 
Team.  This review will focus on policy, tactics and training as it relates to this use of 
force.    
 
This is an ongoing investigation.  Anyone with any information regarding this incident is 
urged to contact the LVMPD Force Investigation Section at 702-828-8452.  Anyone who 
may recognize property in the attached photo is urged to contact the LVMPD Enterprise 
Area Command Property Crimes Section at 702-828-4809.  To remain anonymous, 
contact Crime Stoppers by phone at 702-385-5555, or on the internet at 
www.crimestoppersofnv.com. 
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