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Assistant Sheriff Todd Fasulo Briefs the Media 

on December 9, 2017 OIS 
 

On Saturday December 9, 2017 at 10:20 a.m. patrol officers were dispatched to the 6300 block 

of West Lake Mead Blvd. to investigate an attempted robbery.  The suspect and vehicle 

description matched the details of another attempted robbery that had occurred in the 4000 

block of North Rainbow Blvd. about 30 minutes prior.  It was reported in one of the attempted 

robberies that the suspect possibly had a gun.  Patrol officers were dispatched to the area to 

locate the vehicle. 

 

At approximately 10:47 a.m., patrol officers located the suspect vehicle parked in front of the 

Terrible Herbst Gas Station located at 1591 North Decatur Blvd.  As officers approached the 

vehicle, a man later identified as 54 year old Richard Mitchell, exited the driver’s side door 

armed with a baseball bat.  Officers gave Mitchell numerous verbal commands to drop the bat 

which he ignored.  Mitchell became very agitated as additional patrol officers arrived and a less 

lethal shot gun was deployed.   

 

During the incident, an officer fired four less lethal rounds from a shotgun striking Mitchell.  The 

rounds were ineffective and Mitchell became enraged.  He then walked up to the business door 

and began striking it with the baseball bat.  He continued to ignore verbal commands to drop the 

bat and began to enter the business.  To prevent Mitchell from injuring patrons and the clerk, 

Sgt. Miguel Garcia fired four rounds from his duty handgun.  Mitchell was struck one time in the 

right thigh and continued to enter the business.  Officers pursued him inside and took him into 

custody without further incident.  He was transported to UMC Trauma with non-life threatening 

injuries.  
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Mitchell was booked into the Clark County Detention Center and faces two counts of Attempt 

Robbery, Resisting a Police Officer with a Deadly Weapon and Malicious Destruction of Private 

Property. 

 

A video of today’s press conference can be viewed by clicking on the following link: 
https://youtu.be/42oMsa7dhQE 
 
This is the 22nd officer involved shooting for 2017. The LVMPD Force Investigation Team is 
currently investigating the officers’ use of force in this incident. Their findings will be forwarded 
to the Clark County District Attorney for review.  

  
An examination of this incident is being conducted by the LVMPD Critical Incident Review 
Team. This review will focus on policy, tactics and training as it relates to this use of force.   

  
This is an ongoing investigation. Anyone with any information is urged to contact the LVMPD 

Force Investigation Section at 702-828-8452. To remain anonymous, call Crime Stoppers at 

702-385-5555, visit www.crimestoppersofNV.com or text: “CRIMENV” + tip information to 

274637 (CRIMES). Message and data rates may apply.  
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