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Undersheriff Kevin McMahill Discusses 
December 21, 2014 OIS 

 
 
At approximately 2:33 p.m. on December 21, 2014, a 72-year old man contacted the 
LVMPD Dispatch Center to report that his 46-year old son, Paul Herron, was destroying 
the inside of his residence located in the 3200 block of Liahona Way.  Herron was 
reportedly armed with two butcher-type knives and was threatening to kill his father. 
 
Herron was starting to cut himself with one of the knives when he suddenly attacked his 
father.  His father kicked him in the chest and was able to exit the residence prior to 
officers’ arrival.  
 
Two LVMPD patrol officers arrived and saw Herron standing outside of the residence 
near the intersection of Liahona Way and Tiburon Road.  Herron was holding the two 
butcher knives in both hands, and he immediately moved towards both officers.  Herron 
raised both of the knives and started yelling, “Kill me! Shoot me!” 
 
As Herron advances on the two officers, Officer Downing activated the emergency 
button on the radio, giving him priority to the radio channel.  Downing is then heard over 
the radio giving repeated commands for Herron to drop the knives.  Herron advanced to 
within 14 feet of the officers when Downing fired four rounds which struck Herron in the 
chest, arm, and thigh.  Herron was then disarmed, medical personnel were immediately 
summoned, and he was transported to the Sunrise Trauma Center. 
 
Paul Herron remains in the hospital and has been booked in absentia at the Clark 
County Detention Center.  He has been charged with one count of assault with a deadly 
weapon/victim over 65/domestic violence and two counts of assault with a deadly 
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weapon on a police officer.  A Nevada Department of Motor Vehicles photo 
accompanies this release as no booking photo is currently available.  
 
An audio clip in two different formats of Officer Downing’s radio traffic accompanies this 
release.  The video of today’s press conference can be viewed shortly on the LVMPD 
YouTube channel. 
 
This is the LVMPD’s 16th officer involved shooting of 2014. In each of these instances, 
officers have been confronted by armed individuals.  The LVMPD Force Investigation 
Team is currently investigating the officer’s use of force in this case.  Their findings will 
be forwarded to the Clark County District Attorney for review. 
 
An examination of this event is being conducted by the LVMPD Critical Incident Review 
Team.  This review will focus on policy, tactics and training as it relates to this use of 
force. 
 
Anyone with any information about this incident is urged to contact the LVMPD Force 
Investigation Section at 702-828-8452.  To remain anonymous, contact Crime Stoppers 
by phone at 702-385-5555, or on the internet at www.crimestoppersofnv.com.     
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