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I. PERSONS INVOLVED 
 
Involved Officer 
 
Name:     Daniel Hawkins, P# 9151    
Date of hire:    -06 
Area of assignment:   Major Violator/Narcotics Bureau –  
 Major Violator Section  
Squad:    MV33 
Call sign:     
Vehicle:    9786 
Shift hours:    1400-0000 hours 
Days off:    Sunday/Monday/Tuesday 
Statement given to FIT: No 
Weapon  
 Make: Glock 
 Model: 17 
 Caliber: 9mm  

Serial number:  
 
Suspect   
 
Name: Thomas Lamar Cotton  
DOB:  -68 
SSN:   
ID: 853912 
Race: Black 
Height/Weight: 6’1”/190 pounds 
Hair/Eyes: Black/Brown 
Address: 1200 N. Jones Boulevard, Apt. C 
 Las Vegas, NV 89108 
   
Weapon  

Make: Crosman     
Model: Peacemaker 44  
Caliber:  .177   
Serial number: 278021649  
   

Criminal charge: Assault with a Deadly Weapon 
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II. PERSONS AT THE SCENE 
 
The majority of LVMPD personnel who arrived on this event are documented on the LVMPD 
Unit Log. Refer to the Unit Log for a complete listing of those individual’s names, personnel 
numbers, and call signs.   
 
The below listed persons responded to the primary and/or secondary incident scenes of this 
event but were not on the LVMPD Unit Log.  
 
OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF/UNDERSHERIFF 

 
POLICE EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (PEAP) 

1) Peer Counselor William Gibbs P# 7553 
2) Peer Counselor Jeremy Levy P# 6648 

 
CLARK COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 

1) Assistant District Attorney Robert Daskas 
2) Chief Deputy District Attorney Peter Thunnel 

 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING ASSOCIATIONS 
 

LAS VEGAS POLICE MANAGERS AND SUPERVISORS ASSOCIATION (LVPMSA) 
1) Sergeant Russell Wood P# 5266 
2) Attorney John Aldrich  

 
LAS VEGAS POLICE PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION (LVPPA) 

1) Officer Steven Grammas P# 6090 
2) Officer Michael Ramirez P# 9057 
3) Officer Bryan Yant P# 6956 
4) Attorney John Aldrich 

 
MEDICAL PERSONNEL  
 

AMERICAN MEDICAL RESPONSE (AMR) 
1) Paramedic Grant 
2) Paramedic Spencer 

 
UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER OF SOUTHERN NEVADA (UMC)  

1) Doctor Chestovich 
 

III. INCIDENT DETAILS 
 
On 01-05-17, at approximately 2033 hours, detectives with the LVMPD Repeat Offender 
Program (ROP)  .   

. The detectives were 
looking for  who was suspected of being involved in a shooting months earlier. 
Detective Hawkins parked his unmarked police vehicle in the alley north of  
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Boulevard. Detective Hawkins’ unmarked vehicle was backed into a parking space and facing 
east towards the backyard of .   
 
At approximately 2144 hours, Detective Hawkins notified his team he was going to peek over 
the wall into the backyard of the residence. Detective Hawkins also notified his team  

 while he was outside of his vehicle.  
 
Detective Hawkins walked to the brick wall west of the residence and looked into the backyard. 
When Detective Hawkins turned to walk back to his vehicle he noticed two black males walking 
towards him. As the males approached, Detective Hawkins saw one of them [Thomas Cotton] 
was carrying a large frame handgun. One of the males asked Detective Hawkins what he was 
doing in the area. Detective Hawkins told Cotton, “Don’t do it,” and verbally identified himself as 
a police officer. 
 
Cotton raised the handgun towards Detective Hawkins. Detective Hawkins drew his firearm and 
fired it two times, striking Cotton once. The other male fled on foot.  
 
Other detectives who were assigned with Detective Hawkins heard gunshots and believed they 
originated from the alley where Detective Hawkins had been. Detective Jackson arrived in the 
alley shortly after hearing gunshots and observed Detective Hawkins pointing his firearm at a 
male on the ground. Detective Jackson asked Detective Hawkins, “What happened?” Detective 
Hawkins said he shot the male. Detectives Jackson and Hawkins then placed Cotton in 
handcuffs, and Detective Jackson rendered first aid until paramedics arrived. 
 
Cotton was not the subject detectives were searching for and had no involvement in the events 
leading to the surveillance. 
 
Upon arrival of investigators, Sergeant Peterson conducted a briefing. The following persons 
were present: 
 
1) Deputy Chief Matt McCarthy 
2) Deputy Chief Brett Zimmerman 
3) Captain John McGrath 
4) Captain William Scott 
5) Lieutenant Huddler 
6) Lieutenant McMahill 
7) Sergeant Clark 
8) Sergeant MacDonald 
9) Sergeant Ward 
10) Detective Alsup 
11) Detective Golgart 
12) Detective Jex 
13) Detective Leavitt 
14) Detective Patton 
15) Detective Penny 
16) Detective Watkins 
17) Officer Hadfield 
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18) CSI Director McLaughlin 
19) Crime Scene Analyst (CSA) Supervisor Schellberg 
20) Senior CSA (SCSA) Renhard 
21) SCSA Thi 
22) SCSA Thomas 
 
Following the briefing Detective Alsup was assigned as the lead case agent and the 
responsibility of documenting the crime scene with crime scene analysts. Detectives Hodson, 
Jex, Leavitt, Patton, Penny, and Santos were assigned to interview available witnesses and 
conduct weapon countdowns. Detectives Patton and Penny were also assigned responsibilities 
at the hospital, which included interviewing any possible witnesses.  
 
IV. BODY WORN CAMERAS 
 
Sergeant Dicaro 
 
Sergeant MacDonald took custody of and secured Sergeant Dicaro's body worn camera. The 
video footage was later viewed by Detective Alsup on 01-06-17. The video showed officers 
rendering aid to Cotton before the arrival of paramedics. 
 
V. HOSPITAL  
 
On 01-06-17, at approximately 0010 hours, Detectives Penny and Patton responded to UMC 
Trauma Center and met with Detective Hart and Officer Nolan. Detective Hart stated he rode in 
the ambulance with Cotton to the hospital. During the ambulance ride and upon arrival at UMC 
Trauma, Cotton did not make any statements. Cotton was unable to be interviewed due to being 
in surgery. 
 
SCSA Thi had previously responded and recovered Cotton’s clothing. SCSA Thi was not able 
to photograph Cotton at that time. SCSA Thi later returned with Detectives Penny and Patton 
and took possession of an apparent bullet recovered from Cotton during surgery. The bullet was 
handed by Nurse Laudato to Detective Hart, who maintained possession of it until relinquishing 
it to SCSA Thi.   
 
UMC Trauma surgeon Doctor Chestovich stated Cotton had one apparent gunshot entrance 
wound to his left buttocks. The apparent bullet was recovered during surgery from Cotton’s 
abdomen.   
 
At approximately 0200 hours, Detective Jex and SCSA Thi responded back to UMC Trauma 
after learning from Officer Nolan that Cotton was out of surgery. SCSA Thi photographed Cotton 
at this time. Cotton was unable to make any statements at this time. 
 
On 01-06-17, at approximately 1320 hours, Detectives Penny and Patton returned to UMC, room 
318, and made contact with Cotton in an attempt to interview him and obtain a DNA buccal swab. 
Detectives made contact with Corrections Officer Snowden who was assigned to watch Cotton. 
Officer Snowden stated Cotton had not made any statements, and had not communicated with 
anyone since his arrival to the room at 0530 hours.   
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Cotton was unable to speak with detectives due to his medical condition. UMC Nurse Eke 
assisted in obtaining a buccal swab from Cotton at 1329 hours. 
 
The following items were impounded by SCSA Thi: 
 

1) Clothing 
2) Apparent bullet  

 
The following items were impounded by Detective Patton: 
 
DNA buccal swab kit – Thomas Cotton, ID# 853912 
 
VI. SCENE WALK-THROUGHS  
 
The purpose of the scene walk-through was to help investigators develop an understanding of 
the scene, including identifying officer location at the time deadly force was used, identifying 
potential physical evidence, and re-creating a timeline of the incident.  
 
On 01-06-17, at approximately 0045 hours, Detective Hawkins provided a walk-through of the 
scene in the presence of the following persons: 

 
1) Lieutenant Huddler 
2) Sergeant MacDonald 
3) Detective Alsup 
4) Director McLaughlin 
5) LVPPA representative Officer Yant  
6) LVPPA attorney John Aldrich  
 
During the walk-through, which was not video or audio recorded, Detective Hawkins relayed the 
following information: 
 
Detective Hawkins was parked in an alley behind  . 
Detective Hawkins exited his LVMPD vehicle to peek over the wall of the residence on  

 After looking over the wall, Detective Hawkins turned around and observed two black 
male adults walking towards him. One of the males said, “What are you doing here?”  
 
Detective Hawkins then noticed one of the males [Cotton] was carrying a large frame handgun. 
Detective Hawkins identified himself as a police officer and drew his firearm. Cotton raised the 
firearm towards Detective Hawkins; Detective Hawkins discharged his firearm two times and 
Cotton fell to the ground. 
 
After other officers arrived, Detective Hawkins helped take Cotton into custody before being 
removed from the scene by other officers. 
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VII. PUBLIC SAFETY STATEMENT (PSS) 
 
On 01-05-17, at approximately 2344 hours, Detective Jex interviewed Sergeant Dicaro in 
reference to the Public Safety Statement he obtained from Detective Hawkins. Below is the 
transcript of the interview. Note: Detective Jex is designated by (CJ) and Sergeant Dicaro is 
designated by (ID). 
 
CJ: Operator, this is Detective C. Jex, P# 5597, with the Force Investigation Team, conducting 

one Public Safety Statement interview reference Event# 170105-3972, officer-involved 
shooting that has taken place in the area of 1120 N. Jones in the Bolden Area Command. 
The Public Safety Statement was obtained from, uh, Detective Daniel, D-A-N-I-E-L 
Hawkins, H-A-W-K-I-N-S, P# 9151, by Sergeant, uh, Igor, Igor, I-G-O-R, Dicaro, D-I-C-A-
R-O, P# 9005. His call sign tonight of  He is a Bolden Area Command area sergeant. 
Also, uh, uh, present during the Public Safety Statement interview is P…PMSA 
representative Russ…Sergeant Russ Wood, P# 5266. All right, uh, Sergeant Dicaro… 

ID: Uh huh.  
 
CJ: …what I’d like for you to now, um, um, is go…we’ll go through the Public Safety 

Statement… 
 
ID: Okay. 
 
CJ: …uh, go through your card that you used, uh, ask the ques…or read the question and 

then give the answer that, uh, was, uh, uh, given. First off, the time of this is 1144 hours. 
The, uh, Public Safety Statement was obtained, uh, at 2152 hours by Sergeant Dicaro. 
Go ahead, Sergeant Dicaro.  

 
ID: Okay. So first question: “Did you discharge your firearm?” The answer was “yes.” 
 Subsection…uh, sub-question: “If so, in what direction?” The answer was “northwest.” 
 Sub-question: “Approximately where were you located when you fired?” Uh, the ss…the 

answer was “south of the gentleman.” 
 Sub-question C: “How many shots do you think you fired?” The answer was “two (2).” 
 Question 2: “Is anyone injured?” The answer was “yes.”  
 Uh, subse…sub-question A: “If so, where are they located?” The answer was “black 

gentleman on the ground.” 
 Question 3: “Are there any outstanding suspects?” The answer was “yes.”  
 Sub-question A: “If so, what is their description?” The answer was “black male, 6’2” to 

6’4”, 190 pounds, black clothing, black bandana, black beanie.”  
 Uh, sub-question B: “What dir…uh, what direction and mode of travel?” The answer was 

“foot, westbound.” 
 Uh, sub-question C: “How long have they been gone?” The answer was “twenty (20) 

minutes.” 
 Sub-question D: “What crime or crimes have they committed?” The answer was 

“attempted robbery and aiming a firearm.” 
 Sub-question E: “What type of weapon do they have?” The answer was “black revolver, 

a long barrel, approximately six (6) inches.”  
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 Uh, question 4: “Is it possible the suspect fired rounds at you?” The answer was “yes, it’s 
possible; I don’t think he did.” 

 Sub-question A: “If so, what direction were the rounds fired from?” The first answer was 
“in northwest direction,” but then it was clarified as to “I don’t think he fired.” 

 Uh, sub-question B and C at that point did not apply.  
 Uh, question 5: “Do you, do you know if any other officer or officers discharged their 

firearms?” Answer was “no.” 
 Sub-questions A and B did not apply.  
 Uh, question 6: “Are there any weapons or evidence that need to be secured/protected?” 

Answer was “yes.” 
 Sub-question A: “If so, where are they located?” The answer was “in the alleyway, uh, 

next to the ww…next to the…where he was.”  
 Uh, question 7: “Are you aware of any witnesses?” The answer was “gentleman in the top 

apartment,” and, uh, he al…______ (unintelligible) I apologize. The answer also was “he 
witnessed me getting out of, uh, out of my car, out of my vehicle.”  

 And, uh, sub-question A: “If so, what is their location?” The answer was “I don’t know their 
address.” 

 
CJ: Okay. Okay. Uh, Operator, this ends the Public Safety Statement interview. The time is 

1148.  
 
? All right.  
 

VIII. OFFICER WEAPON COUNTDOWNS  
 
On 01-06-17 Detective Hawkins had his duty weapon counted down at LVMPD headquarters. 
Involved and witness officers were photographed by CSI personnel for appearance purposes, 
and their weapons were photographed for identification purposes.  
 
Detective Hawkins 
 
The following persons were present during the countdown: 
 
1) Detective Hawkins  
2) Detective Patton  
3) Detective Penny  
4) SCSA Thi 
5) PEAP Peer Counselor Gibbs  
6) LVPPA representative Officer Yant 
 
Detective Hawkins was dressed in a plainclothes capacity. He wore a white t-shirt with a printed 
design, gray hooded zip up sweatshirt, blue jeans, and black and white tennis shoes. Detective 
Hawkins was wearing an LVMPD hang badge around his neck with the badge hanging at 
approximately mid-chest level. Detective Hawkins’ handgun was carried in an inside the 
waistband (IWB) holster with a spare magazine in the front of his pants. A second magazine and 
handcuffs were carried on the right side of his body. 
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Prior to countdown Detective Hawkins stated he carried fifteen cartridges in the magazine loaded 
in his firearm and one cartridge in the chamber for a total of sixteen cartridges.  
 

Make  Glock 

Model 19 

Serial Number  

Caliber 9mm 

Weapon Mounted Light TLR-1s, S/N 0101130110 

Ammunition Speer 9mm Luger +P 

Cartridge in Chamber 1 

Magazine from Weapon Capacity: 15 cartridges 

Countdown: 13 cartridges 

Spare Magazine #1 Capacity: 17 cartridges 

Countdown: 17 cartridges 

Spare Magazine #2 Capacity: 17 cartridges 

Countdown: 17 cartridges 

 
At the completion of the countdown, it was determined Detective Hawkins discharged his firearm 
two times during this incident. Detective Hawkins’ firearm, magazine, and cartridges were 
photographed and impounded by SCSA Thi. 
 
IX. SEARCH WARRANTS  
 
On 01-06-17, at approximately 0222 hours, Detective Sergeant MacDonald obtained a 
telephonic search warrant from the Honorable Justice Court Judge Suzan Baucum for the 
address of 1200 N. Jones Boulevard, Apartment C, Las Vegas, NV 89108, and the person of 
Thomas Cotton, ID# 853912.  
 
The search warrant authorized the following items to be seized: 
 

1) Paperwork such a rent receipts, utility bills, and addressed letters showing the name of 
persons residing at the premise; any written correspondence, diary, financial records, 
wills, or like items.  

2) Epithelial cells from the mouth of Thomas Cotton, ID# 853912, to be collected via a 
buccal swab.  

3) Firearms to include handguns, shotguns, and rifles; any spent or live ammunition for the 
same; and paperwork associated with the ownership of firearms.  

 
Apartment 
 
On 01-06-17, at approximately 0240 hours, the following personnel served the search warrant 
for the above listed apartment: 
 

1) Sergeant MacDonald 
2) Detective Alsup 
3) Detective Hodson 
4) Detective Santos 
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5) SCSA Speas 
6) SCSA Thomas 

 
The following items were photographed as part of the search warrant: 
  

1) Paperwork in the name of Thomas Cotton with an address of 208 George Place, Las 
Vegas, NV 89106. 

2) Paperwork with the names Arnete Green and Shakie Lee with an address 1200 N. 
Jones Blvd, Apt C, Las Vegas, NV 89108 

 
Thomas Cotton 
 
On 01-06-17, at approximately 1329 hours, the follow personnel served the DNA search warrant 
on Thomas Cotton while he was in custody at UMC: 
 

1) Detective Patton 
2) Detective Penny 
3) Nurse Kay Eke 

 
The following items were impounded as part of the search warrant: 
 

1) DNA buccal swab kit – Thomas Cotton, ID# 853912 
 
X. DESCRIPTION OF THE SCENE AND VISIBLE EVIDENCE 
 
The description of the scene was reported by SCSA Speas in his Crime Scene Investigation 
Report. His report follows in italics. Information not in italics has been added by Detective Alsup. 
 
VEHICLE(S): 
#1, 2013 Dodge Durango, (CA) 6SLV237, VIN# 1C4RDHFG3DC683346, Unit# 9786 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION: 
I arrived at the above location at 2319 hours. Uniformed LVMPD officers were present when I 
arrived and the scene was cordoned off with yellow crime scene tape and secured with 
positioned patrol vehicles and posted officers. Detectives assigned to the call from the Force 
Investigation Team (FIT) included T. Alsup, P# 5782, J. Patton, P# 8289, C. Jex, P# 5597, J. 
Macdonald, P# 4660, B. Penny, P# 6042, W. Huddler, P# 7789, S. Mendoza, P# 6878, T. 
Dodds, P# 3186, and B. Hodson, P# 9034. Crime Scene Analysts on scene included Director 
R. McLaughlin, P# 4170, Crime Scene Analyst Supervisor P. Schellberg, P# 5413 and Senior 
Crime Scene Analysts (SCSA) L. Renhard, P# 5223, K. Thomas, P# 13574, and myself, W. 
Speas, P# 5228. The hospital and countdown (Headquarters) portions of this call were covered 
by SCSA S. Thi, P# 14373. Refer to the crime scene and evidence impound reports submitted 
by her for further information. 
 
SCENE: 
The scene was primarily in the north-south alley behind (east of) the apartment buildings at 
1116 and 1200 N. Jones Boulevard. The alley consisted of marked parking spaces along the 
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west side and a north-south access road along the east side. The east edge of the alley was 
bordered by a cinderblock wall. 
 
Vehicle #1 Vehicle #1, a black unmarked LVMPD 4-door SUV, was parked facing 
east/northeast and backed into a parking space on the west side of the alley behind the 
apartment building at 1200 N. Jones Boulevard. The front end of the vehicle faced the section 
of cinderblock wall on the east side of the alley that also made up the back (west) wall of the 
backyard of a . 
 
Dumpsters In a marked space two parking spaces south of vehicle #1 were two dumpsters. 
This marked space also had a wooden telephone/utility pole at the east end. There was a street 
light at the top of this pole which was the primary source of illumination in this area. On the 
asphalt on the south side of the east-most of the two dumpsters was a Crossman Arms 44, .177 
caliber pellet pistol (ser.# 278021649) (Item #4). The pellet pistol was black with brown grips 
and resembled a large frame western style revolver. At the east end of the painted line on the 
asphalt on the south side of the same east-most dumpster was a bullet (Item #3). 
 
Pavement South of Dumpsters On the asphalt pavement south of the two dumpsters were 
miscellaneous items which reportedly came from off the person of Thomas Lamar Cotton (DOB 

/1968). These items included: a fixed blade knife in a black leather sheath (Item #5); a 
pocket knife in a black leather case (Item #6); two cellular telephones (Items #7 and 8); a glass 
pipe with residue (Item #9); a narcotics paraphernalia kit including a black leather like case with 
a glass pipe with residue (Item #10); a plastic vial with a plastic baggie contain a piece of a dark 
brown substance wrapped in plastic (Item #11); a black leather belt with an empty phone case 
(Item #12); a black nylon “Palm’s” wallet with miscellaneous cards and papers and a Nevada 
Identification card for Thomas Lamar Cotton (DOB -68) (Item #13); a black PV Series 
8X21 Vivitar monocular (Item #14); a black Lux-Pro flashlight (Item #15); five miscellaneous 
lighters (Item #16); two blue dice marked “Golden Gate Casino” (Item #17); a Chapstick (Item 
#18); and an unopened pack of “Eagle 20’s” cigarettes (Item #19). 
 
Behind 1116 N. Jones Boulevard On the asphalt pavement of the alley behind (east of) the 
apartment building at 1116 N. Jones Boulevard were two cartridge cases, both with the 
headstamp “.SPEER. 9mm LUGER+P” (Items #1 and 2). 
 
1200 N. Jones Boulevard, Apt C This apartment was located at the south end of the second 
level of the apartment building at 1200 N. Jones Boulevard. The apartment consisted of a 
kitchen and dining area, a living room area, a bathroom, and one bedroom. The front door to 
the apartment faced west and an east facing door in the living room area accessed an outdoor 
balcony. A search warrant was executed at this residence. Paperwork with the name Thomas 
Cotton and address 208 George Place, Las Vegas, NV, 89106 was found in the kitchen and 
bedroom. Paperwork (envelopes) with the names Arnete Green and Shakie Lee and address 
1200 N. Jones Blvd, Apt C, Las Vegas, NV 89108 was found in the living room area. No items 
of evidence were recovered from this location. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY: 
SCSA K. Thomas, P# 13574 took color digital photographs showing: the location; overall views 
of the alleyway scene; vehicle #1 for identification, condition, and position; the license plates of 
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vehicles adjacent to vehicle #1; the location and view of recovered evidence; the reported 
positions (marked with orange cones covered with labeled paper bags) of the LVMPD officer 
and the suspect during the incident; overall interior of apartment C at 1200 N. Jones Boulevard; 
paperwork with the suspect and the resident’s names on it found inside the apartment; the 
search warrant and return; and the scene as described above. 
 
EVIDENCE: 
SCSA L. Renhard, P# 5223, recovered the following aforementioned items and impounded 
them into evidence: two cartridges with the headstamp “.SPEER. 9mm LUGER+P” (Item #1 
and 2); one bullet (Item #3); one Crossman Arms 44 pellet pistol, ser.# 278021649 (Item #4); 
two knives (Items #5 and 6); two cellular telephones (Items #7 and 8); one glass pipe with 
residue (Item #9); one narcotics paraphernalia kit (Item #10); one plastic vial with dark brown 
substance (Item #11); one belt with phone case (Item #12); one wallet with cards and id (Item 
#13); one Vivitar monocular (Item #14); one flashlight (Item #15); five lighters (Item #16); two 
dice (Item #17); one Chapstick (Item #18); and one pack of cigarettes (Item #19). Refer to the 
evidence impound report submitted by SCSA L. Renhard for further details. 
 
DIAGRAM: 
A diagram of the crime scene was completed by SCSA L. Renhard, P# 5223. 
 
No further action taken. 
 
The following information was reported by SCSA Thi in her Crime Scene Investigation Report. 
Her report follows in italics. Information not in italics has been added by Detective Alsup. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 
On 01/05/2017 I, S. Thi P# 14373, responded to UMC and LVMPD Headquarters in reference 
to follow-ups to an officer involved shooting (non-fatal). 
 
SCENE INFORMATION: 
 
UMC Trauma Bay 2 
 
At approximately 2231 hours (01/05/2017), I arrived at UMC Trauma Bay 2. Also present on my 
arrival and shortly thereafter were the following individuals: Financial Crimes Detective T. 
Townley P#7521; and Patrol Officers C. Ghar P#7470, T. Defauw P#15871, and M. Nolan 
P#8794. 
 
Subject COTTON, THOMAS LAMAR (DOB /68) was in surgery on my arrival. 
 
A Patient Belongings Bag and a biohazard bag labeled “COTTON, THOMAS LAMAR” /68 
(9929090778) both containing miscellaneous clothing, shoes, jewelry, and money were located 
on the floor of Bay 2. 
 
The following items were in the Patient Belongings Bag (Item 3): a UMC Patient Personal Effects 
Record labeled  and a small biohazard bag (Item 3), miscellaneous jewelry (Item 



LAS VEGAS METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

FORCE INVESTIGATION TEAM REPORT 
CONTINUATION 

Event: 170105-3972 
 

LVMPD Internal Oversight & Constitutional Policing                  Page 14 of 21 
Force Investigation Team 

 

5) that was in the small biohazard bag, a pair of black socks (Item 6), and a pair of black athletic 
work-type boots (Item 7). 
 
The following items were in the biohazard bag (Item 4): a pair of black fleece gloves (Item 8), a 
black elastic band (Item 9), a black/gray knit beanie hat (Item 10), a gray fleece shirt (Item 11), 
a gray hooded shirt (Item 12), a gray tank top (Item 13), a pair of gray sweatpants (Item 14), a 
pair of brown pajama-type pants (Item 15), a pair of gray basketball shorts (Item 16), and a pair 
of gray boxer shorts (Item 17). The three shirts and four pairs of pants were all cut. There was 
apparent blood on the hooded shirt, the sweatpants, the basketball shorts, and the boxer shorts. 
The four pairs of pants also each had one corresponding hole defect to the back right seat area. 
There was also an apparent hole defect to the front left upper thigh of the sweatpants, but there 
were no corresponding hole defects in this location on the other pairs of pants. There was also 
$66 in US currency bills in the right front pocket of the sweatpants, and $6.49 in US currency 
coins in the left front pocket of the pajama-type pants. 
 
I cleared this location at approximately 2255 hours. 
 
1200 North Jones Boulevard 
 
I was at this location from approximately 2307-2358 hours (01/05/2017) with no action taken. 
 
UMC Trauma Surgical Area 
 
At approximately 0010 hours (01/06/2017), I arrived at the UMC Trauma Surgical Area in 
reference to a bullet recovery. Also present on my arrival were the following individuals. FIT 
Detectives J. Patton P#8289 and B. Penny P#6042; Major Violators Detective R. Hart P#7527; 
and Patrol Officer M. Nolan P#8794. I took custody of a bullet with blood in a vial labeled 
“COTTON, THOMAS LAMAR” /68 ( ). The above listed subject was still in 
surgery at this time. 
 
I cleared this location at approximately 0040 hours. 
 
LVMPD Headquarters 
 
At approximately 0043 hours (01/06/2017), I arrived at LVMPD Headquarters in reference to a 
weapon countdown. Also present on my arrival and shortly thereafter were the following 
individuals: FIT Detectives J. Patton P#8289 and B. Penny P#6042; Major Violators Detective 
D. Hawkins P#9151; PPA Representative B. Yant P#6956; and PEAP Counselor W. Gibbs 
P#7553. 
 
Detective D. Hawkins P#9151 was dressed in plainclothes to include a gray zip-up hooded 
sweatshirt with a white shirt underneath, blue jeans, and black/white sneakers. He had an 
LVMPD badge on a chain around his neck, an inside-the-waistband holster with a handgun and 
a spare magazine inside the front of his jeans, and a holder with a pair of handcuffs and a spare 
magazine on the outside right waistband of his jeans. There was also a canister of OC spray in 
his right front pocket. 
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The handgun inside the holster was a Glock 19 9mm semiautomatic handgun (S/N ) 
with a weapons mounted Streamlight TLR-1s tactical light. There was one cartridge in the 
chamber and thirteen cartridges in the magazine, which was marked with a capacity of fifteen. 
Both of the spare magazines were marked with a capacity of seventeen and both contained 
seventeen cartridges. All of the cartridges had the head stamp “SPEER 9mm LUGER+P.” 
 
I cleared this location at approximately 0153 hours. 
 
UMC Surgical Recovery 
 
At approximately 0156 hours (01/06/2017) I arrived at UMC Surgical Recovery. Also present on 
my arrival were the following individuals: FIT Detective C. Jex P#5597 and Patrol Officer M. 
Nolan P#8794. 
 
Subject COTTON, THOMAS LAMAR (DOB /68) was located in bay 9. The subject has an 
illegible tattoo to the left hand, a tattoo apparently reading “Lamar” on the right upper arm, a 
tattoo apparently reading “187 Trust no one” on the right lower arm, and other miscellaneous 
tattoos on the chest. 
 
I cleared this location at approximately 0227 hours. 
 
DIGITAL IMAGES: 
 
Digital images were taken of the following: the locations; the property and recovered at UMC 
Trauma; the above listed subject for identification and overall condition including tattoos; 
Detective D. Hawkins P#9151 for identification and overall condition with his sweatshirt zipped 
and his badge behind the sweatshirt, with his sweatshirt zipped and his badge in front of his 
sweatshirt, and with his sweatshirt unzipped showing his badge; the handgun, magazine, and 
cartridges; and the two spare magazines. 
 
Evidence: 
 
The following items were recovered and impounded into evidence. Please see Evidence 
Impound Report for additional information. 
 

1 – One (1) semiautomatic handgun; make Glock; model 19; caliber 9mm; S/N ; 
black/black; barrel approximately 4”; made in Austria (Smyrna, GA); with Streamlight TLR-1s 
tactical light S/N  
1a – One (1) black Glock 9mm magazine; marked 15-round capacity 
1b – One (1) cartridge bearing the head stamp “SPEER 9mm LUGER+P” 
1c – Thirteen (13) cartridges bearing the head stamp “SPEER 9mm LUGER+P” 
2 – One (1) bullet in vial labeled “Cotton, Thomas Lamar” /68 (  
3 – One (1) Patient Belongings Bag; One (1) small size biohazard bag labeled “Cotton, 
Thomas Lamar” /68 ( ); and One (1) UMC Patient Personal Effects Record 
labeled  
4 – One (1) medium size biohazard bag labeled “Cotton, Thomas Lamar” /68 
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5 – Miscellaneous jewelry to include the following: one (1) white metal watch with black face 
(“Geoffrey Beene”); two (2) white metal chain necklaces with unknown symbol pendants (with 
apparent blood); one (1) white metal stud earring with clear colorless stone; two (2) 
white/black metal rings (“Alan K” and “Puma”); one (1) white/copper-colored metal ring with 
skulls design; and one (1) yellow metal ring with leaf design. 
6 – One (1) pair of black socks (“Hanes”) 
7 – One (1) pair of black athletic work-type boots (“Worx by Red Wing Shoes” size 13WW) 
8 – One (1) pair of black fleece gloves 
9 – One (1) black elastic band 
10 – One (1) black/gray knit beanie hat (“Champion”) 
11 – One (1) cut gray quarter zip-up fleece shirt (“Old Navy” size M) 
12 – One (1) cut gray ribbed hooded shirt (“Michael Kors” size XL); with apparent blood 
13 – One (1) cut gray ribbed tank top (unknown brand/size) 
14 – One (1) cut pair of gray sweatpants (unknown bran/size); with apparent blood and hole 
defects 
15 –One (1) cut pair of brown pajama-type pants (“Fruit of the Loom” size XL); with hole 
defect 
16 – One (1) cut pair of gray basketball shorts (“Starter” size M); with apparent blood and 
hole defect 
17 – One (1) cut pair of gray boxer shorts (“Hanes” size XL); with apparent blood and hole 
defect 
18 – US currency bills in the amount of $66.00 [one (1) $20 bill; seven (7) $5 bills; eleven 
(11) $1 bills] with LVMPD 131 
19 – US currency coins in the amount of $6.49 [one (1) dollar coin; twenty (20) quarters; four 
(4) dimes; one (1) nickel; four (4) pennies] with LVMPD 131 

 
No additional action taken at this time. 
 
XI. PERSONS CONTACTED  
 
The following persons were contacted reference their knowledge of the facts and circumstances 
related to the incident:  
 
LVMPD Officers/Personnel  
 
Sergeant Bryan Peterson, P# 6509 
Date of hire: -99 
Area of assignment: Major Violator Section  
Squad: MV33 
Call sign:  
Vehicle: 9793 
Shift hours: 1400-0000 hours 
Days off: Sunday/Monday/Tuesday  
Witness officer; provided an audio recorded interview  
 
  



LAS VEGAS METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

FORCE INVESTIGATION TEAM REPORT 
CONTINUATION 

Event: 170105-3972 
 

LVMPD Internal Oversight & Constitutional Policing                  Page 17 of 21 
Force Investigation Team 

 

Detective Brian Jackson, P# 9690 
Date of hire: -06 
Area of assignment: Major Violator Section  
Squad: MV33 
Call sign:  
Shift hours: 1400-0000 hours 
Days off: Sunday/Monday/Tuesday 
Witness officer; provided an audio recorded interview 
 
Civilians  
 
Lindsay Saunders 
DOB: -82  
SSN: 1  
Address: 1116 N. Jones Boulevard, Apt. C 
 Las Vegas, NV 89108  
Phone Number:  
Employer: AutoZone 
Shift Hours: 1200-1800 hours 
Days Off: Saturday/Sunday/Monday  
Witness; provided an audio recorded interview 
 
XII. INVESTIGATION  
 
Involved Officer 
 
Detective Daniel Hawkins 
 

Per LVMPD Policy 6/002.04, Post Use of Force Procedures, an involved officer may provide a 
recorded statement to FIT investigators. If given, involved officer statements are taken at least 
48 hours after the incident unless waived by the involved officer.  

On 01-06-17 Lieutenant Huddler contacted the LVPPA and was advised Detective Hawkins had 
declined to give a statement to FIT. 

Witnesses 
 
Sergeant Bryan Peterson 
 
On 01-05-17, at approximately 2355 hours, Detective Jex conducted an audio recorded interview 
with Sergeant Peterson in the area of Jones Boulevard and Vegas Drive. Also present for the 
interview was LVPMSA representative Sergeant Russ Wood. Below is a summary of the 
interview; for complete details refer to the interview transcript.  
 
Sergeant Peterson was supervising the Major Violator Section squad to which Detective 
Hawkins was assigned. On 01-05-17, at approximately 2030 hours, Sergeant Peterson’s squad 
of six detectives was in the  for a known 
suspect. The suspect was possibly at the . 
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Sergeant Peterson stated Detective Hawkins was assigned the back alleyway that ran behind 
the . Sergeant Peterson was advised by Detective Hawkins over 
their radio channel that he was going to be out of his vehicle and was going to peek over the 
fence into the backyards of the houses. 
 
Sergeant Peterson stated a short time later he heard two gunshots come from the area where 
Detective Hawkins was to be in the alleyway. Sergeant Peterson directed the other detectives 
to the area where Detective Hawkins was possibly located. Sergeant Peterson arrived to the 
area shortly after Detective Jackson. Sergeant Peterson observed Detective Jackson 
administering first aid to Cotton, who was on the ground. He also observed a revolver on the 
ground next to Cotton. 
 
Sergeant Peterson stated he made contact with Detective Hawkins, who stated there was a 
second suspect. After getting the suspect description from Detective Hawkins, Sergeant 
Peterson gave out the information over the Bolden Area Command (BAC) radio channel and the 
area officers and Air Unit began to search for the outstanding suspect. Sergeant Peterson 
assigned Detective Laneve to be Detective Hawkins’ monitor officer, and Detective Hawkins was 
moved to an unmarked vehicle. 
 
Detective Brian Jackson 
 
On 01-06-17, at approximately 0006 hours, Detective Leavitt conducted an audio recorded 
interview with Officer Jackson in the area of Jones Boulevard and Vegas Drive. Also present for 
the interview was LVPPA representative Officer Grammas. Below is a summary of the interview; 
for complete details refer to the interview transcript.  
 
Detective Jackson was . 
Detective Jackson followed a vehicle out of the area and when he returned heard radio traffic of 
gunshots in the area. He went into the alley east of Jones Boulevard where he observed 
Detective Hawkins with his weapon drawn. Detective Jackson rolled down the window of his 
vehicle to ask Detective Hawkins if he saw anything and he observed Detective Hawkins with 
his firearm pointed toward the ground. Detective Jackson then observed a male [Cotton] lying 
on the ground. Detective Jackson broadcast over the BAC radio channel shots were fired, 
immediately exited his vehicle, and approached Cotton. Detective Jackson asked Detective 
Hawkins if he saw what happened and Detective Hawkins replied it was him that fired. Detective 
Jackson handcuffed Cotton, retrieved a medical bag from his vehicle, and began rendering aid. 
As Detective Jackson provided medical treatment, he observed two knives on Cotton, as well as 
a firearm on the ground within Cotton’s reach.  
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Lindsay Saunders 
 
On 01-06-17, at approximately 0113 hours, Detectives Mendoza and Hodson conducted an 
audio recorded interview with Lindsay Saunders. Below is a summary of the interview; for 
complete details refer to the interview transcript.  
 
Saunders was inside his apartment watching TV when he heard two gunshots. He went outside 
and noticed his neighbor, “T” [Cotton], laying on the ground. Saunders noticed another male he 
believed to be a police officer near his neighbor’s back. According to Saunders, he knew it was 
“T” because he saw his face and heard his voice as he was moaning in pain. 
 
Saunders stated “T” lived in the upstairs, south apartment of 1200 N. Jones Boulevard Saunders 
further stated that “T” lived with a woman and small child. 
 
XIII. TIMELINE    
 
The below timeline is a reconstruction of events which transpired on Thursday, 01-05-17 in 
relation to the non-fatal officer-involved shooting that occurred at 1204 N. Jones Boulevard. 

 

Time  
(hours) 

Description of Event/Action Source 

2033 Major Violator Section detectives  
  

Computer Aided Dispatch 
(CAD) 

2140 “Shots fired” was broadcast over the Bolden Area 
Command (BAC) radio channel. 

CAD 

 
XIV. JAIL CALLS 
 
At the time of this report, Cotton had made several calls from jail. All calls have been stored in 
the Investigator Pro recording system at the Clark County Detention Center. During the first 
several phone calls Cotton stated a white man was on his balcony, and had gone outside to 
confront the white guy who was looking over a wall. According to Cotton the white guy identified 
himself as a police officer. Cotton then turned around and was shot. Cotton stated the officers 
then went into “Tasha’s” apartment, found a gun, and put it outside. 
 
XV. FORENSICS REQUESTS/RESULTS 
 
Biology/DNA Analysis 
 
On 01-23-17 an LVMPD Forensic Laboratory Request was submitted to compare Thomas 
Lamar Cotton’s DNA to DNA located on the Crosman Arms 44. 
 
On 02-15-17 Forensic Scientist II Allison Rubino, P# 14784, submitted the Report of Examination 
– Biology/DNA Forensic Casework with the following results:  
 
The following evidence was examined and results are reported below 
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DNA Results and Conclusions: 
 
Item 7.1 and Item 8 were subjected to PCR amplification at the following STR genetic loci: TH01, 
D3S1358, vWA, D21S11, TPOX, DYS391, D1S1656, D12S391, SE33, D10S1248, D22S1045, 
D19S433, D8S1179, D2S1338, D2S441, D18S51, FGA, D16S539, CSF1PO, D13S317, 
D5S818, and D7S820. The sex-determining Amelogenin locus was also examined.  
 
Lab Item 7.1 
The DNA profile obtained from the swabbing prepared from the BB pistol and hammer piece 
(Item 7.1) is consistent with a mixture of at least five individuals with at least one being male. 
Due to the complexity of the data available, no additional conclusions can be made regarding 
this mixture DNA profile.  
 
The evidence is returned to secure storage.  
 
Firearm Examination 
 
On 01-23-17 an LVMPD Forensic Laboratory Request was submitted on Detective Hawkins’ 
firearm and Thomas’ firearm for function tests and ballistic comparison evidence.  
 
On 02-21-17 Forensic Scientist Roy Wilcox, P# 15651, submitted the Report of Examination – 
Firearms & Toolmarks Report with the following results:  
 
The following evidence was examined and results are reported below.  
 

 
 
The Glock pistol (Lab Item 1) was examined, test fired and found to be operational with no noted 
malfunctions. This firearm has a barrel length of approximately 4 1/16 inches, an overall length 
of approximately 7 3/8 inches with the light removed, an overall length of approximately 8 5/16 
inches as received with the light attached, and a trigger pull of 6 to 6 1/2 pounds. The magazine 
(Lab Item 2) has a capacity of fifteen cartridges. 
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The Crosman revolver (Lab Item 7) was found to be unable to discharge a pellet as received 
due to a broken hammer and broken trigger. This air pistol was designated to expel a metal 
pellet projectile by means of gas (CO2) propulsion.  
 
Comparisons 
 
The evidence cartridge cases and bullets were examined and microscopically compared to the 
test fired cartridge cases and bullets from the Glock pistol with the following results: 
 

 The two bullets (Lab Items 3 and 6) share similar class characteristics, but lack sufficient 
microscopic detail to be conclusively identified or eliminated as having been fired from 
the Glock pistol. 

 

 The two cartridge cases (Lab Items 4 and 5) were identified as having been fired in the 
submitted Glock pistol. 

 
The evidence is returned to secure storage.  
 
XVI. WITNESS CANVASS 
 
On 01-06-17, at approximately 0113 hours, Detectives Hodson and Mendoza conducted a 
witness canvass at the residences listed below. Below is a summary of the canvass.  
 
LOCATION PERSON CONTACTED INFORMATION OBTAINED 
 
1116 N. Jones Boulevard, 
Apt. C  

Lyndsay Saunders, DOB -82 
Contact number:  

Provided a written statement 
and audio recorded interview.  

 
 

Another witness canvas was conducted on 01-06-17 at approximately 1100 hours. No pertinent 
information was obtained as a result of this canvass.  
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