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Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this report is to publish key conclusions, recommendations and outcomes of the 
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department’s internal review of this incident. There are a variety of 
actions that can be taken administratively in response to the Department’s review of a deadly force 
incident. The review may reveal that no action is required or determine that additional training is 
appropriate for all officers in the workforce, or only for the involved officer(s). The review may 
reveal the need for changes in departmental policies, procedures, or rules. Where departmental 
rules have been violated, formal discipline may be appropriate. The goal of the review is to improve 
both individual and the agency’s performance. 
   
Synopsis of Event: 
 
On May 16, 2013, officers from the Downtown Area Command were dispatched to a call for service 
reference a male reportedly shooting at a residence located in the 1800 block of East Charleston 
Boulevard. The person reporting told LVMPD Dispatch, Miguel Martinez-Cruz had shot him during 
an earlier incident.  
 
Officer Donovan, who had just cleared from a call in the area, assigned himself and requested the 
suspect’s description.  
 
As Officer Donovan arrived in the area he observed a male, matching the suspect’s description, 
walking through the parking lot of a nearby restaurant. Officer Donovan activated his emergency 
lights, turned his spotlight on the suspect, and exited his vehicle with his weapon drawn. Officer 
Donovan ordered him to stop and show his hands; the suspect continued to walk away.  
 
The suspect, later identified as Martinez-Cruz turned toward Officer Donovan while simultaneously 
producing a firearm from his left pocket. Officer Donovan immediately identified the object being 
raised in his direction as a firearm. Cognizant of his backdrop being the restaurant directly behind 
Martinez-Cruz, Officer Donovan stepped away from his marked patrol vehicle. Officer Donovan 
intentionally exposed himself to Martinez-Cruz, in order to engage the suspect while avoiding the 
likelihood of striking innocent bystanders.   
 
Officer Donovan struck the suspect multiple times. Martinez-Cruz fell to the ground and continued 
to disregard Officer Donovan’s verbal commands as he reached for firearm. Officer Donovan 
engaged the suspect again; Martinez-Cruz raised his hands in the air indicating he was ready to 
comply.  
 
Martinez-Cruz was taken into custody, transported to University Medical Center and treated for his 
injuries.      
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For a detailed narrative of the incident, please reference the LVMPD Force Investigative Team (FIT) 
Officer's Report under Event 130516-0243. 
 
The Criminal Investigation: 
 
LVMPD Force Investigation Team (FIT) conducted the criminal investigation of this incident. This 
officer-involved shooting (OIS) did not result in death; therefore, the investigation was not 
submitted to the District Attorney for review. 
 
LVMPD’s Use of Force Review Board:  
 
The matter involving Officer Donovan was heard by the Use of Force Board on January 2, 2014. The 
Board’s finding for Officer Donovan was “Administrative Approval.” The internal review concluded 
Officer Donovan’s performance was in accordance with department policy.  
 

 
 


