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Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this report is to publish key conclusions, recommendations and outcomes of the 
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department’s internal review of this incident.  There are a variety of 
actions that can be taken administratively in response to the Department’s review of a deadly force 
incident.  The review may reveal that no action is required or determine that additional training is 
appropriate for all officers in the workforce, or only for the involved officer(s).  The review may 
reveal the need for changes in departmental policies, procedures, or rules.  Where departmental 
rules have been violated, formal discipline may be appropriate. The goal of the review is to improve 
both individual and the agency’s performance. 
   
Synopsis of Event: 
 
On June 4, 2013, at approximately 1346 hours, LVMPD received a request for a welfare check of 
Thomas Lange, who was believed to be suicidal. The request originated from a family member who 
lived out of state. Officers were dispatched to the Lange’s apartment complex located in the 3000 
block of East Charleston Boulevard. 

Officer Perry arrived at Lange’s apartment at approximately 1351 hours. After attempting to 
contact Lange at his apartment, Officer Perry returned to his patrol vehicle to contact the reporting 
relative to gather more information. 

At approximately 1401 hours, as Sergeant Welch arrived at the complex a male began approaching 
his vehicle. The male later identified as Lange, began throwing softball size landscape rocks at 
Sergeant Welch’s vehicle. Sergeant Welch accelerated and turned south, away from Lange. As he 
pulled away, Sergeant Welch broadcasted Lange had thrown rocks at his vehicle. 

Officer Perry immediately responded to Sergeant Welch’s location in the apartment complex 
parking lot. Sergeant Welch and Officer Perry exited their vehicles and drew their handguns 
ordering Lange to stop. Lange ignored the officer’s commands and continued toward them in an 
aggressive manner. When Lange was approximately fifty feet from the officers, he quickly pulled an 
object out with his right hand and pointed it toward Officer Perry.  

Both Sergeant Welch and Officer Perry perceived the object to be a small caliber handgun. Officer 
Perry moved to his left firing two rounds at Lange. Officer Perry’s two rounds struck the north 
perimeter pony wall of the complex. Sergeant Welch did not fire. 

Lange continued toward Officer Perry and Sergeant Welch, walking to the driver side of Sergeant 
Welch’s vehicle. Sergeant Welch moved around the front of his vehicle to the passenger side. 
Sergeant Welch and Officer Perry continued to give verbal commands for Lange to drop the object 
and lay down on the ground, which he continued to ignore. Without warning, Lange reached over 
the top of Sergeant Welch’s vehicle and pointed the object at Sergeant Welch.  
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Sergeant Welch and Officer Perry immediately recognized the object to be a cell phone and did not 
fire. Sergeant Welch transitioned to his ECD while continuing to give Lange verbal commands. 
Lange finally obeyed their commands, dropping the object and laying on the ground. While Officer 
Perry took Lange into custody he stated he was trying to get the officers to shoot him. 

Lange was transported to LVMPD Headquarters where he provided a statement to LVMPD Force 
Investigation Team (FIT) and confirmed he wanted the officers to shoot him. It was discovered 
Lange had attempted to electrocute himself earlier that day by putting a live wire in his mouth.  

For a detailed narrative of the incident, please reference the LVMPD Force Investigative Team (FIT) 
Officers Report under Event Number 130604-2299. 

 
The Criminal Investigation: 
 
LVMPD Force Investigation Team (FIT) conducted the criminal investigation of this incident.  This 
Officer-Involved Shooting (OIS) did not result in death; therefore, the investigation was not 
submitted to the District Attorney’s Office for review. 
 
LVMPD’s Critical Incident Review Process:  
 

1. The matter involving Officer Perry was heard by the Use of Force Board on March 6, 2014. 
The Board’s finding was “Administrative Approval.” The Use of Force Review Board 
determined the officer’s actions were within policy. The Sheriff approved the Board’s 
recommendation. 
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