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Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this report is to publish key conclusions, recommendations and outcomes of the 
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department’s internal review of this incident.  There are a variety of 
actions that can be taken administratively in response to the Department’s review of a deadly force 
incident.  The review may reveal that no action is required or determine that additional training is 
appropriate for all officers in the workforce, or only for the involved officer(s).  The review may 
reveal the need for changes in departmental policies, procedures, or rules.  Where departmental 
rules have been violated, formal discipline may be appropriate. The goal of the review is to improve 
both individual and the agency’s performance. 
   
Synopsis of Event: 
 
On August 11, 2013, at approximately 2100 hours, off-duty LVMPD Detective Bernard Plaskett 
arrived at the Excalibur Hotel with his wife and son.  Detective Plaskett was to dropping off a box of 
items for visiting family members from out-of-state. Due to the minimal amount of time they were 
intending to stay, Detective Plaskett parked in the yellow loading zone and left the vehicle running.  

After exiting, Detective Plaskett walked to the entrance of the casino, leaving his wife and son in 
the vehicle.  The family members met Detective Plaskett and they all returned to the vehicle to 
retrieve the box. While Detective Plaskett discussed the items contained within the box, his wife 
turned off the vehicle but left the key in the ignition prior to exiting with her son. The two moved 
to greet the family members near the rear of the vehicle, leaving the left the front passenger door 
open.  

As the family members talked, Detective Plaskett’s wife heard a vehicle door shut, which drew her 
attention to their vehicle. A male suspect later identified as Saul Villegas Jr., was observed sitting 
behind the wheel of their vehicle. Detective Plaskett’s wife moved to the passenger door and told 
Villegas to exit the vehicle. Villegas looked at her and told her to get in the vehicle; they were going 
to go for a ride. After being told to get out of the car a second time, Villegas responded by telling 
her to get in and shut the door.  

Detective Plaskett’s wife observed Villegas reaching around the vehicle; down toward his right leg, 
the center console, finally reaching down between the driver’s door and driver’s seat. Knowing 
Detective Plaskett had previously wedged a firearm between the seat and center console, she ran 
back to tell Detective Plaskett there was someone in their vehicle and she believed he was reaching 
for the gun.  

Detective Plaskett moved to the side of the vehicle and advised Villegas to exit the vehicle. Villegas 
looked at Detective Plaskett and said, "I'm taking this car."  
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As Detective Plaskett continued to talk to Villegas, he leaned in and reached toward the ignition in 
an attempt to distract him away from the location of the handgun. Utilizing his opposite hand, 
Detective Plaskett reached in and grabbed the handgun. Detective Plaskett stepped back, verbally 
identified himself as a police officer, and ordered Villegas to show his hands.  

Villegas had his right hand on the steering wheel, however, Detective Plaskett could not see 
Villegas' left hand. Due to his wife previously indicating Villegas had a gun, Detective Plaskett was 
concerned he was armed. Villegas was again ordered to show his hands, to which he told Detective 
Plaskett he was taking the vehicle. Villegas then reached between the driver’s door and his left leg 
with his left hand. Believing Villegas was armed with a firearm; Detective Plaskett fired one round, 
striking Villegas in his left wrist.  

Villegas exited the vehicle and walked to the pedestrian area near the casino entrance. Detective 
Plaskett kept his firearm pointed at Villegas and requested someone to call medical. Security 
officers from the Excalibur Hotel arrived, took Villegas into custody, and began rendering medical 
aid. Detective Plaskett identified himself as a police officer and gave his police identification to the 
security officers. For safety reasons, Detective Plaskett’s handgun was retained by a security officer 
who patted him down and placed him in handcuffs. LVMPD officers and supervisors arrived and 
took control of the scene. The suspect was transported to UMC and later booked accordingly. 

For a detailed narrative of the incident, please reference the LVMPD Force Investigative Team (FIT) 
Officers Report under Event Number 130811-3667. 
 
The Criminal Investigation: 
 
NON FATAL 
LVMPD Force Investigation Team (FIT) conducted the criminal investigation of this incident.  This 
Officer-Involved Shooting (OIS) did not result in death; therefore, the investigation was not 
submitted to the District Attorney’s Office for review. 
 
LVMPD’s Critical Incident Review Process:  
 

1. The matter involving Detective Plaskett was heard by the Use of Force Board on July 17, 
2014.  The Board’s finding was “Tactics/Decision Making.” The Use of Force Review Board 
found, even though the use of deadly force was lawful and within policy, the tactics and/or 
decision making were flawed and worked to limit alternatives that may have otherwise 
been available to the officer. A different approach may have reduced or eliminated the 
need for the officer to employ deadly force. The Sheriff approved the Board’s finding.  


