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Purpose: 

 

The purpose of this report is to publish key conclusions, recommendations and outcomes of the 

Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department’s internal review of this incident. There are a variety of 

actions that can be taken administratively in response to the Department’s review of a deadly force 

incident. The review may reveal no action is required or determine additional training is 

appropriate for all officers in the workforce, or only for the involved officer(s). The review may 

reveal the need for changes in department policies, procedures, or rules. Where departmental 

rules have been violated, formal discipline may be appropriate. The goal of the review is to improve 

both individual and the agency’s performance. 

   

Synopsis of Event: 

 

On March 4, 2014, at approximately 2336 hours, LVMPD Dispatch Center received a 3-1-1 call from 

a clerk at the 7-Eleven located at 1600 North Rancho Drive. The clerk reported two individuals 

attempted to pass a counterfeit $20.00 bill. The clerk advised the suspects had just left the 7-

Eleven and driven across the street to the Dotty’s Casino.  

The suspects were driving in a white Jeep bearing Nevada license plates. The clerk described the 

first suspect as a white male, 30s, 7’ tall, with blonde hair and dressed in a white shirt and shorts 

and the second suspect as white female, late 20s, wearing a white shirt. The female was described 

as possibly high on drugs.  

Officer Belt and another officer were dispatched to the call. The officers arrived in the Dotty’s 

Casino parking lot, located at 1631 North Rancho Drive and observed the unoccupied white Jeep 

parked in front of the business. Officers confirmed the license plate matched the one from the 7-

Eleven. The officers then observed a female, matching the suspect’s description, walking along the 

south side of the business. Officers conducted a pedestrian stop on the female to the rear of 

Dotty’s Casino. The female stated she was with a male known by the moniker of "Lucky,” later 

identified as Jason Mahe.  The female confirmed he was still inside the casino.  

Officer Belt requested another unit to assist. Officers Kaplan and Sok arrived and accompanied 

Officer Belt inside the casino in an attempt to locate Mahe.  Officers Belt, Kaplan and Sok entered 

the business and made contact with Mahe, who was seated at one the gaming machines. Officer 

Belt asked Mahe for his name and he responded, "I don’t have to give you my name." Officer Belt 

asked Mahe for his identification, which Mahe produced. Mahe asked the officers if they could go 

outside to talk. Mahe got up and walked out as the officers followed him out of the business.  

Once outside, Officer Belt was the contact officer as Officer Sok took a position to the right of Mahe 

and Officer Kaplan took a position to the left. Officer Belt questioned Mahe regarding the Jeep and 
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asked if he had been at the 7-Eleven. Mahe stated the Jeep was his but denied being at the 7-

Eleven. Officer Belt observed Mahe go into his pockets and throw something down. At that point, 

Officer Belt asked Mahe to turn around and place his hands behind his back. As soon as Mahe 

turned around, he started to run towards the Jeep at the same time he was reaching in his 

waistband.  

Mahe took approximately five steps before the officers grabbed him. Officer Belt went to grab 

Mahe's hand and felt a handgun being pulled out of his waist. Officer Kaplan saw Mahe drawing a 

handgun from his waist with his right hand. Both Officers Belt and Kaplan yelled "gun" as Officer 

Belt struggled with Mahe over the gun. Officer Sok disengaged from Mahe, drew his firearm and 

fired as he observed Officer Belt struggle over the gun with Mahe. 

At that point, the officers all disengaged and Mahe moved away as he raised the handgun towards 

the officers. All three officers fired their weapons towards Mahe. Mahe was struck multiple times 

and fell to the ground. Mahe was taken into custody. Medical was requested and transported 

Mahe to the University Medical Center (UMC) for treatment. The firearm Mahe used was later 

discovered to be a BB gun. 

 

The Criminal Investigation: 

 

LVMPD Force Investigation Team (FIT) conducted the criminal investigation of this incident.  This 

Officer-Involved Shooting (OIS) did not result in death; therefore, the investigation was not 

submitted to the District Attorney’s Office for review. 

 

LVMPD’s Critical Incident Review Process and Internal Review:  

 

1. The matter involving officers Belt, Sok, and Kaplan was heard by the Critical Incident Review 

Process/Use of Force Review Board on June 11, 2015. The Board’s finding was, 

“Administrative Approval.” The Use of Force Review Board determined the officer's actions 

were within policy.  

2. The internal Tactical Review Board concluded the officer’s performance was in accordance 

with Department standardized tactics and training. 

 

Below are the recommendations made after the Use of Force Review Board and the internal review 

were completed: 

1) Communication and Information Sharing 

As Officers Kaplan and Sok arrived to assist at Dotty's, Officer Belt provided the officers with an 

updated description and name of the suspect that was still in the casino. This information was 
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obtained from the female suspect Officers Belt and his partner had stopped at the rear of the 

casino.  

CIRT concluded the information sharing Officer Belt provided was to an LVMPD standard. 

2) Officer’s Approach 

As Officer Belt and his partner arrived in the area they made the decision to check for the 

suspects at the Dotty's Casino. As they arrived in the parking lot, they observed a female 

matching the description walking to the rear of the casino. They drove by the suspect vehicle 

that appeared to be unoccupied and verified the plate matched the plate given in the details. 

Officers requested another unit to assist with checking the business for the male suspect.  

 

Officers Kaplan and Sok arrived at the casino and parked to the south of the business out of 

view of the front entrance.  

 

CIRT concluded the approach the officers made was within standardized LVMPD tactics, 

training, and policy.  

 

3) Tactics and Use of Force 

As Officers Belt, Kaplan, and Sok entered the casino, Officer Belt took the role of contact officer 

as they spoke with Mahe. Officer Kaplan took on the role of cover officer, while Officer Sok 

went and spoke with the casino clerk and security. As the officers escorted Mahe outside, 

Officer Belt continued his role as the contact officer and Officers Kaplan and Sok took positions 

around Mahe. 

 

CIRT concluded the tactic of contact and cover was handled within standardized LVMPD tactics, 

training, and policy. 

 

In this incident, Officer Belt attempted to control Mahe after they had exited the casino by 

having him put his hands behind his back and turn around. Mahe disregarded Officer Belt's 

request and attempted to flee. While attempting to flee, Mahe pulled out what the officers all 

perceived to be a firearm while struggling and resisting being taken into custody. 

 

In review of this incident, CIRT concluded Officers Sok, Kaplan, and Belt discharged their 

firearms to stop the threat of Mahe drawing a firearm from his waist. 

 

CIRT concluded Officers Sok, Kaplan, and Belt's use of force reasonable and in accordance with 

LVMPD tactics, training, and policy. 
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4) Supervision (Command and Control) 

• The area sergeant immediately responded after the shots were fired  

• The sergeant took control and managed the scene 

• The second arriving sergeant took control of the outer perimeter and the first arriving 

sergeant took control of the inter perimeter 

• A third sergeant responded and assisted with obtaining the Public Safety statements 

from the three officers involved 

• The lieutenant, who was the watch commander, responded and assisted with managing 

the scene 

 

In reviewing supervisory response, CIRT concluded the supervisors managed the incident to an 

LVMPD standard.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


