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Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this report is to publish key conclusions, recommendations and outcomes of the 
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department’s internal review of this incident. There are a variety of 
actions that can be taken administratively in response to the Department’s review of a deadly force 
incident. The review may reveal no action is required or determine additional training is 
appropriate for all officers in the workforce, or only for the involved officer(s). The review may 
reveal the need for changes in department policies, procedures, or rules. Where departmental 
rules have been violated, formal discipline may be appropriate. The goal of the review is to improve 
both individual and the agency’s performance. 
   
Synopsis of Event: 
 
On March 21, 2014 at 2122 hours, a male called 911 to report that he was being chased by his wife, 

Tania Torres-Espinoza, who was armed with two kitchen knives.  The male advised his wife had left 

the residence and was walking in the direction of Pecos and Tropicana. 

Officers from Southeast Area Command were dispatched, including Sergeant Boveda, who was the 

first to arrive.  Sergeant Boveda observed Torres-Espinoza walking along Tropicana carrying one 

knife in her hand.  In order to contact Torres-Espinoza, Sergeant Boveda had to make a U-turn on 

Tropicana. Before she was able to turn around, Torres-Espinoza began to walk across Tropicana 

causing Sergeant Boveda to stop in the middle of the street. Sergeant Boveda chirped her horn to 

catch Torres-Espinoza’s attention. Without warning Torres-Espinoza turned towards Sergeant 

Boveda and ran to the passenger side window of her marked patrol vehicle. Torres-Espinoza 

started to slash at the vehicle side window with the knife she was carrying.   

Sergeant Boveda exited her vehicle and used it as a barrier while she told Torres-Espinoza to drop 

the one knife she observed.  Torres-Espinoza responded in Spanish; “I’m going to kill you!.” 

Sergeant Boveda, who is fluent in Spanish, told Torres-Espinoza to drop the knife again utilizing 

both English and Spanish.  

Torres-Espinoza moved to the front of vehicle with the knife over her head and advanced towards 

Sergeant Boveda. Sergeant Boveda fired two times to stop Torres-Espinoza from advancing.  

Torres-Espinoza fell to the ground.   

Arriving officers took Torres-Espinoza into custody.  While in custody, officers conducting a search 

were able to locate an additional knife in her possession.  Medical attention was summoned and 

Torres-Espinoza was transported to the hospital.   
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The Criminal Investigation: 
 
NON LETHAL 
LVMPD Force Investigation Team (FIT) conducted the criminal investigation of this incident.  This 
Officer-Involved Shooting (OIS) did not result in death; therefore, the investigation was not 
submitted to the District Attorney’s Office for review. 
 
LVMPD’s Critical Incident Review Process and Internal Review:  
 

1. The matter involving Sergeant Boveda was heard by the Critical Incident Review 
Process/Use of Force Review Board on February 26, 2015. The Board’s finding was, 
“Administrative Approval.” The Use of Force Review Board determined the officer's actions 
were within policy.  


