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Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this report is to publish key conclusions, recommendations and outcomes of the 
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department’s internal review of this incident. There are a variety of 
actions that can be taken administratively in response to the Department’s review of a deadly force 
incident. The review may reveal no action is required or determine additional training is 
appropriate for all officers in the workforce, or only for the involved officer(s). The review may 
reveal the need for changes in department policies, procedures, or rules. Where departmental 
rules have been violated, formal discipline may be appropriate. The goal of the review is to improve 
both individual and the agency’s performance. 
   
Synopsis of Event: 
 
On May 30, 2014, at 8:16 p.m., LVMPD Dispatch received a 911 call from a female victim who 
stated she was just robbed at gunpoint. The victim was able to describe the male suspect who was 
armed with a small handgun and later identified as Danny Wadsworth.  The victim also provided 
details of Wadsworth’s vehicle, including the license plate.  As Wadsworth fled the area, he fired a 
round from the handgun out of the vehicle window.  
 
Officers arrived on scene and learned that the victim’s cellphone had been taken during the 
robbery.  Officers decided to utilize the victim’s “Find My Phone” application to attempt to track 
the phone. The phone showed to be at the intersection of Dean Martin and Tropicana Avenue.  
Several officers arrived in the area in an attempt to locate the suspect’s vehicle. 
 
Officers located Wadsworth’s vehicle as it drove east on Tropicana, approaching Las Vegas 
Boulevard. Several officers attempted to pull the vehicle over using lights and sirens. Wadsworth 
refused to stop and officers initiated a vehicle pursuit. Officers continued to follow Wadsworth 
until they lost him in the area of Jones and Hacienda. 
 
Officer Gentry was able to relocate the vehicle driving east on Sahara, approaching Industrial.  He 
initiated a second vehicle pursuit. Officer Martines positioned himself further east on Sahara, 
ahead of Wadsworth’s direction of travel, in hopes of deploying stop sticks. As Wadsworth 
approached the Sahara overpass, he lost control of the vehicle and crossed the concrete median, 
striking another vehicle. This caused Wadsworth’s vehicle to become disabled on the median, 
facing south. 
 
Wadsworth’s vehicle came to a stop almost directly in front of where Officer Martines was 
standing. Officer Martines began to give verbal commands to Wadsworth to put his hands up and 
exit the vehicle. Officer Martines realized he was in an unsafe tactical position and moved to the 
rear of Wadsworth’s vehicle. 
 
Officer Gentry exited his vehicle and also approached Wadsworth’s vehicle, attempting to prevent 
a foot pursuit. As Officer Gentry was approaching the vehicle, and Officer Martines was issuing 
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verbal commands for Wadsworth to show officers’ his hands, both officers heard a gunshot and 
observed a flash which they immediately recognized as a discharge from a firearm, coming from 
inside Wadsworth’s vehicle.  Both officers believed they were being shot at and discharged their 
firearms at Wadsworth.  
 
After no movement was observed from within Wadsworth’s vehicle, several officers approached 
the vehicle. While at the passenger side of the vehicle, Wadsworth was issued more verbal 
commands.  Officers observed that Wadsworth had a revolver in his right hand and was not 
moving. Medical personnel were summoned to the vehicle and determined that Wadsworth was 
deceased. 
 
On June 1, 2014, an autopsy was performed on Wadsworth.  The cause of death was determined to 
be a self-inflicted gunshot wound to the head and the manner of death was a suicide.  As a result, 
the assessment of the death does not require further analysis under the laws related to homicide.  
It was further determined the force used by the officers did not contribute to Wadsworth’s death. 
 
The Criminal Investigation: 
 
LVMPD Force Investigation Team (FIT) conducted the criminal investigation of this incident. Their 
investigation was submitted to the District Attorney’s Office for review. In their examination of the 
FIT case submission, the District Attorney’s Office determined that, “Based on the review of the 
available materials and application of Nevada law to the known facts and circumstances, it has 
been determined that the actions of the officers were reasonable and legally justified.” 
 
LVMPD’s Critical Incident Review Process and Internal Review:  
 

1. The matter involving officers Martines and Gentry was heard by the Critical Incident Review 
Process/Use of Force Review Board on August 18, 2015. The Board’s finding was, “Tactics 
and Decision Making” which indicated that even though the use of deadly force was lawful 
and within policy-the tactics and/or decision-making employed were flawed and worked to 
limit alternatives that may have otherwise been available to the officer. The Sheriff 
approved the Board’s finding. 
 

2. The internal review concluded decision-making and tactics utilized were outside 
standardized training and policy. 
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Below are the recommendations made after the conclusion of Use of Force Review Board and the 

internal review: 

1) Communication 

Radio communications in this incident was good overall. There were times during the incident that 
some radio traffic was unreadable and this was a direct result of the old radio system. This radio 
system has been upgraded to a new radio system. Officers at the initial scene continually provided 
updates on the suspect vehicle being tracked using a Find My iPhone application. Radio traffic 
during the two pursuits were updated with the correct information and monitored by the Sergeant.  
 
The Critical Incident Review Team (CIRT) concluded radio communication was to an LVMPD 

standard. 

 

2) Officers’ Approach 

 

In review of the incident, it was found that the officer’s initial decision to stop and ultimately 

pursue the vehicle was a coordinated response.  Once the second pursuit was initiated, officers 

remained with the vehicle until it lost control at Sahara and Tam.  Officer Gentry stopped his 

vehicle in the number two travel lane approximately twenty-two feet west of the suspect vehicle. 

Officer Gentry immediately exited his vehicle and approached the suspect vehicle with an armed 

suspect inside. 

 

CIRT concluded Officer Gentry should have remained at his vehicle, using the vehicle as cover. CIRT 

concluded Officer Gentry's immediate approach to the vehicle with an armed suspect was unsafe 

and not within standardized LVMPD tactics and training.  

As the vehicle lost control, Officer Martines approached the vehicle with an armed suspect inside, 
deployed the Stop Sticks to the area in front of the vehicle and began to verbally challenge the 
driver on the driver's side. Officer Martines immediately realized he was in a crossfire situation 
with the officers that had arrived on the west side. Officer Martines then moved to the rear of the 
suspect vehicle. 
 
CIRT concluded that Officer Martines did not select an ideal location for the deployment of the 
Stop Sticks and placed himself in danger with this location. CIRT concluded Officer Martines' 
deployment location of the Stop Sticks was not within standardized LVMPD tactics and training. 
 
As a result of internal review, the TRB recommended that the involved officers attend the following 
training: 

 Current Stop Stick training 

 High-Risk Vehicle Stop Training 
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 Vehicle Pursuit Class 
 
3) Tactics and Use of Force 

 

In this incident Officer Gentry attempted to stop Wadsworth who was involved in robbery with a 
firearm that had just occurred at the Town Square. Both Officers Gentry and Martines knew 
Wadsworth had discharged his firearm while committing the robbery. Wadsworth fled from 
officers on two separate occasions. Officer Martines attempted to utilize Stop Sticks to end a 
pursuit involving Wadsworth.  As both officers approached the suspect vehicle, they observed 
Wadsworth discharge his firearm and believed he was firing at them.  
 

CIRT concluded Officers Gentry and Martines' assessment of backdrop, target identification, and 
isolation was within standardized LVMPD tactics, training and policy. 
 
4) Supervision (Command and Control) 
 
In evaluating the supervision (command and control) of this incident, CIRT noted:  
 

 A sergeant responded to the initial crime scene of the robbery and assisted his officers in 
tracking the suspect and keeping units advised of the suspect's location.  

 The sergeant immediately advised Dispatch he was monitoring the pursuit when it was 
initiated.  

 Three sergeants arrived at the termination point of the pursuit after the shots had been 
fired.  

 A sergeant took control of the scene and became the Incident Commander.  

 The three sergeants worked together to managed a chaotic scene with multiple victims 
injured from an accident and an armed suspect in a vehicle.  

 A lieutenant arrived and assisted the sergeants with managing the scene and clearing units 
that were not needed.  
  

In reviewing supervisory response, CIRT concluded the supervisors managed the incident to an 
LVMPD standard. 
 

 

 


