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Purpose: 

 

The purpose of this report is to publish key conclusions, recommendations and outcomes of the 

Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department’s internal review of this incident. There are a variety of 

actions that can be taken administratively in response to the Department’s review of a deadly force 

incident. The review may reveal no action is required or determine additional training is 

appropriate for all officers in the workforce, or only for the involved officer(s). The review may 

reveal the need for changes in department policies, procedures, or rules. Where departmental 

rules have been violated, formal discipline may be appropriate. The goal of the review is to improve 

both individual and the agency’s performance. 

   

Synopsis of Event: 

 

On June 26, 2014 Officer Ryan McNabb was operating a marked patrol vehicle when he observed a 

vehicle driving with its high beam headlights on at the intersection of Lake Mead Boulevard and 

Walnut Road. Officer McNabb utilized his emergency lights in an attempt to stop the vehicle. As 

Officer McNabb got closer to the vehicle to ascertain the plate, the driver, later identified as Joshua 

Bacharach, discharged a firearm out of the driver's side window into the air. Bacharach accelerated 

away from Officer McNabb.  

 

Bacharach failed to stop for the stop sign at Walnut Road and Carey Avenue and turned eastbound 

on Carey Avenue. Officer McNabb initiated a vehicle pursuit of Bacharach. As Bacharach sped away 

eastbound on Carey Avenue, he fired two more rounds from his vehicle before crossing Lamb 

Boulevard. Bacharach continued to shoot out of his window toward Officer McNabb while driving 

at a high rate of speed. Bacharach's vehicle came to a stop at the southeast corner of Carey Avenue 

and Dolly Lane. Bacharach exited his vehicle and fired again at Officer McNabb as he ran toward 

the southwest corner of the intersection. Officer McNabb exited his vehicle and returned fire. 

Bacharach ran south on Dolly Lane with the firearm in his hand. Officer McNabb fired at Bacharach 

a second time and gave chase on foot after him.  

 

Bacharach ran westbound onto El Tovar Avenue where Officer McNabb lost sight of him. Additional 

units, including a K-9 Officer, arrived in the area of El Tovar Avenue and Dolly Lane to assist Officer 

McNabb. A resident on El Tovar Avenue informed officers of a male hiding in their backyard. A K-9 

officer and a uniformed patrol officer entered the backyard and observed Bacharach lying on the 

ground. Bacharach was given numerous verbal commands to surrender, but he refused to comply. 

The K-9 officer deployed his dog and as a result Bacharach was bitten and taken into custody.  

Bacharach was transported to University Medical Center where he was treated for his dog bite 

injuries, and was later booked into the Clark County Detention Center (CCDC). Neither Bacharach 

nor Officer McNabb were struck by gunfire.  
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The Force Investigation Team (FIT), the Critical Incident Review Team (CIRT), and Crime Scene 

Analysts (CSA) responded to the scene. CSAs processed the scene. During the resulting 

investigation a Colt .45 semi-auto handgun and a ballistic vest were located on the ground under a 

white pickup truck, which was parked on El Tovar Avenue.  

 

The Criminal Investigation: 

 

LVMPD Force Investigation Team (FIT) conducted the criminal investigation of this incident.  This 

Officer-Involved Shooting (OIS) did not result in death; therefore, the investigation was not 

submitted to the District Attorney’s Office for review. 

 

LVMPD’s Critical Incident Review Process and Internal Review:  

 

1. The matter involving Ryan McNabb was heard by the Critical Incident Review Process/Use 

of Force Review Board on June 2, 2015. The Board’s finding was, “Administrative Approval.” 

The Use of Force Review Board determined the officer's actions were within policy. The 

Sheriff approved the Board’s recommendation.  

 

2. The internal Tactical Review Board concluded the officers’ performance was in accordance 

with Department standardized tactics and training with a few exceptions.  

 

Below are the recommendations made after the Use of Force Review Board and the internal review 

were completed: 

1) Communication 

In the Critical Incident Review Team’s (CIRT) review of this incident, it was found that upon 

receiving a call from a witness who relayed information that an officer was exchanging gunfire 

with a suspect, a call taker created an ‘illegal shooting’ event rather than an ‘officer needs help-

emergency’ event.   

 

CIRT concluded the call taker's review of the 9-1-1 call was not to an LVMPD Communications 

standard.  Dispatch supervisory staff conducted training and counseling with the call taker.  

 

Officer McNabb advised Dispatch of the vehicle stop and immediately updated shots had been 

fired from Bacharach's vehicle. Officer McNabb attempted numerous times to give important 

updated details such as more shots fired, his location for arriving units as well as Bacharach's 

description; however, due to radio failure, most of the information was not transmitted. The 

information was captured on the body worn camera Officer McNabb was wearing. 
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CIRT concluded the radio traffic Officer McNabb broadcast was within LVMPD standards. Issues 

with communication were directly related to the old radio system which was inadequate. This 

radio system has since been replaced.  

 

2) Officers’ Approach 

Officer McNabb initiated a vehicle stop on a vehicle with high beam headlights activated. Upon 

activating his emergency lights and relaying radio traffic to Dispatch, Bacharach fired a shot into 

the air out his driver's window and sped away. As Officer McNabb pursued Bacharach's vehicle, 

Bacharach fired several more shots in the direction of Officer McNabb. 

 

CIRT concluded Officer McNabb's approach to make a vehicle stop and subsequent vehicle 

pursuit of Bacharach were within standardized LVMPD tactics, training, and policy. 

 

At the termination point of the pursuit, Bacharach exited his vehicle and again fired a weapon 

at Officer McNabb. Officer McNabb exited his vehicle and returned fire from the cover of his 

patrol vehicle. Bacharach fled southbound on Dolly Lane on foot.  Officer McNabb, who was the 

only officer on scene and the only one who had an idea of Bacharach's location, chose to 

continue the pursuit on foot. Officer McNabb knew Bacharach was armed with a firearm but 

was concerned Bacharach would attempt to enter a residence in the area. Officer McNabb was 

trying to prevent a barricade or hostage situation and believed the danger to the public was too 

great for him not to continue to follow. 

 

CIRT concluded Officer McNabb's decision to pursue Bacharach on foot was reasonable; 

however, better tactics could have been employed. Specifically: Updating radio traffic regarding 

the foot pursuit, using available cover and concealment and clearing Bacharach's vehicle to 

ensure it was rendered safe, prior to moving past it to continue the pursuit. 

 

3) Tactics and Use of Force 

At the termination point of the vehicle pursuit, Officer McNabb drew his firearm as he exited 

his patrol vehicle and observed Bacharach pointing a firearm at him. Officer McNabb fired at 

Bacharach five times while standing in the driver's side doorframe.  

CIRT concluded Officer McNabb's drawing of his firearm and threat perception was within 

standardized LVMPD tactics, training, and policy. 

As a result of this incident, Officer McNabb was recommended to receive a commendation for 

his actions in the line of duty.  
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4) Supervision (Command and Control) 

In evaluating the supervision (command and control), of this incident, CIRT noted: 
 

• A sergeant quickly acknowledged he was monitoring the vehicle pursuit 

• A sergeant requested updated pursuit information 

• A sergeant responded to the pursuit termination point, managed the crime scene, and 

made appropriate notifications 

• A sergeant obtained a Public Safety Statement from Officer McNabb 

  

In reviewing supervisory response, CIRT concluded the supervisors on scene managed the 

incident to an LVMPD standard.  

 


