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Purpose: 
  
The purpose of this report is to publish key conclusions, recommendations and outcomes of the 
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department’s (LVMPD) internal review of this incident. There are a 
variety of actions that can be taken administratively in response to the Department’s review of a 
deadly force incident. The review may reveal no action is required or determine additional training 
is appropriate for all officers in the workforce, or only for the involved officer(s). The review may 
reveal the need for changes in department policies, procedures, or rules. Where departmental rules 
have been violated, formal discipline may be appropriate. The goal of the review is to improve both 
individual and the agency’s performance. 
   
Synopsis of Event: 
 
On July 18, 2015 at approximately 0030 hours, a male called the front desk of the Hotel Shalimar to 
report that there was a shooting outside.  The front desk clerk believed it to be fireworks and 
requested that a security guard check the area for any disturbances.  The security guard located a 
vehicle with both front doors open and observed a male, later identified as Patrick Stoltz, walking 
toward the rear of the complex with a bed sheet in his hand.  The security guard found this to be 
suspicious and checked the vehicle.  As he checked the vehicle, he noticed that the rear french doors 
of room #122 were open.  After determining the room was empty, the security guard walked back 
to the rear of the complex.  There, he found Stoltz sitting crossed legged in a parking space with a 
black handgun in his right hand and a white bed sheet in his left hand.  The security guard walked to 
the front desk and called 9-1-1 and advised Stoltz was armed and had fired one round into one of 
the rooms. 
 
At 0049 hours, Officer Jeremiah Beckman and Officer Steven Williams, along with several other 
officers were dispatched to the call.  Officer Beckman was the first to arrive. Upon his arrival, several 
citizens flagged him down and directed him towards a Dodge Caravan in the rear of the complex 
(later confirmed to be Stoltz’s vehicle).  Both front doors of the vehicle were open.  Officer Beckman 
pulled in behind Stoltz’s vehicle and broadcasted the vehicle information over the radio.  A short 
time later, several officers arrived to assist Officer Beckman.  They coordinated a team effort to clear 
the vehicle and the rear parking lot.  Once Stoltz’s vehicle was cleared, Officer Beckman went to the 
front office to gather more information from the security guard. 
 
As the officers cleared the parking lot, they noticed that the french doors to room #122 were open.  
Officers decided they wanted to challenge the hotel room and began to take up positions that offered 
concealment.  As the officers were devising a plan, Stoltz charged from the back of the room holding 
a handgun with a two-handed combat style grip.  Stoltz exited the hotel room from the open doors, 
pointing his handgun at officers.  Officers were able to retreat behind a vehicle but unable to fire at 
Stoltz due to the background being at least one officer and innocent civilians.  Stoltz was ordered to 
drop the firearm but continued to exit, quickly moving across the parking lot. 
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Officer Williams emerged from the south parking lot and ran over to the vehicle where officers had 
taken cover.  Officer Williams moved to the front of the vehicle and made eye contact with Stoltz.  
Stoltz pointed his handgun at Officer Williams.  From approximately 20 feet away, Officer Williams 
fired five rounds from his shotgun in quick succession.  None of the shotgun rounds struck Stoltz.  
Upon hearing the commotion, Officer Beckman ran to the sound of gunfire.  Officer Beckman did not 
know if Stoltz was firing at officers or if officers had fired at Stoltz.  Officer Beckman moved to a 
center median and saw that Stoltz was armed with a handgun and appeared to be tracking an officer.   
Officer Beckman fired three rounds from his handgun.  Stoltz was struck in the back of his head and 
went down to the ground.  Officers approached Stoltz who appeared to be deceased.  Medical 
arrived and transported Stoltz to UMC Trauma to receive treatment for a gunshot wound to the back 
of the head.  Stoltz survived his injuries.  
 
The Criminal Investigation: 
 
LVMPD Force Investigation Team (FIT) conducted the criminal investigation of this incident.  This 
Officer-Involved Shooting (OIS) did not result in death; therefore, the investigation was not 
submitted to the District Attorney’s Office for review. 
 
LVMPD’s Critical Incident Review Process and Internal Review:  
 

1. The matter involving Officer Williams and Beckman was heard by the Critical Incident Review 
Process/Use of Force Review Board on May 31, 2016. The Board’s finding was, 
“Administrative Approval.” The Use of Force Review Board determined the officer's actions 
were within policy.  
 

2. The internal Tactical Review Board concluded the officers’ performance was in accordance 
with Department standardized tactics and training. 
 

Below are the recommendations made after the Use of Force Review Board and the internal review 

were completed: 

1) Communication and Information Sharing 

During the review of radio traffic, the Critical Incident Review Team (CIRT) found Officer Beckman 

arrived on an incident which involved a suspect with a handgun. Dispatch immediately placed a 

Code Red (emergency radio traffic only) on the Downtown Area Command (DTAC) channel. 

Immediately after the Code Red was placed on the channel and prior to fully entering the hotel 

parking lot, Officer Beckman advised the dispatcher to lift the Code Red due to him not seeing 

anything. The Code Red was lifted. Seconds later, Officer Beckman located individuals directing 

him to the rear of the hotel. Officer Beckman was unable to get on the radio initially due to radio 

traffic from other units in the area command. Officer Beckman acknowledged he should have 

held the Code Red for his call.  
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 CIRT concluded that although Officer Beckman did not violate training or policy, a better and 

safer practice would have been to keep the Code Red on the channel until he was able to 

ensure the threat was no longer present 

 

2) Officer’s Approach 

CIRT found after Officer Beckman located the suspect vehicle, he waited for additional units to 

arrive before approaching the vehicle. After officers arrived, Officer Beckman directed two 

officers to check the north parking lot. As Officers Beckman and another officer began to check 

the suspect vehicle, two more officers arrived and assisted with checking the parking lot area 

around the suspect vehicle.    

 

 CIRT concluded the officers' approach to the scene and use of teamwork was within 

standardized LVMPD tactics and training. 

 

3) Tactics and Use of Force 

Officer Beckman had his firearm drawn as he exited his patrol vehicle. He was advised that Stoltz 

was last seen in the north parking lot area. Officer Beckman remained by his patrol vehicle 

scanning the entire parking lot until additional units could arrive and assist with clearing the 

parking lot.  

 

Officer Williams deployed his shotgun as he arrived and exited his patrol vehicle. Officer Williams 

immediately began searching the parking lot for Stoltz.  

 

 CIRT concluded Officers Beckman and Williams' drawing of their firearms was within 

standardized LVMPD tactics, training, and policy. 

 

Officer Beckman was aware of his backdrop, which was a concrete wall and large palm trees along 

the south portion of the complex. 

Officer Williams was aware of his backdrop, which was initially the vehicles in the parking lot and 

then the concrete wall on the eastside of the complex. Officer Williams did not see Officer 

Beckman in his backdrop when he fired his first shot.  

 CIRT concluded Officers Beckman and Williams' assessment of the backdrop, target 

identification and isolation were within standardized LVMPD tactics, training and policy. 

 



Office Of Internal Oversight Review 
KEY CONCLUSIONS, RECOMMENDATIONS AND OUTCOMES OF A CATEGORICAL USE OF FORCE INCIDENT 

Officer-Involved Shooting – 1401 S. Las Vegas Boulevard, July 18, 2015 
  

Page 4 of 4 
 

In this incident, Officers Beckman and Williams observed Stoltz pointing a firearm in the direction of 

officers. 

 CIRT concluded Officers Beckman and Williams' threat assessment was reasonable. 

 

4) Supervision (Command and Control) 

 In evaluating the supervision (command and control) of this incident, CIRT noted:  

 The sergeant heard the call broadcasted and advised dispatch immediately that he would be 
en route.  

 

 The sergeant requested the Air Unit respond.  
 

 The sergeant came over the radio and told officers to make a slow approach to the suspect 
vehicle.  
 

 As dispatch updated the call to Star Protocol, the sergeant confirmed enough units were en 
route to the call.  
 

 A senior patrol officer arrived on the call and took charge of the scene, directing units to clear 
the parking lot and be aware of the open door located on the west side of the parking lot. 
 

 The senior officer advised shots fired and suspect was down. 
 

 The senior officer directed units to assist in clearing the hotel room and asked if K9 was 
available to assist.  

 

 The sergeant arrived on scene, ensured all the officers were alright and monitored the officers 
clearing the hotel room. The sergeant checked on the status of the K9 unit and due to the 
time delay, made the decision to have officers clear the room.  
 

 The sergeant made contact with Officers Beckman and Williams, obtained Public Safety 
Statements from them and had them separated with witness monitors.  
 

 Another sergeant arrived and established the command post, while the initial sergeant 
managed the inner perimeter.  

 
  

 


