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Purpose: 

 

The purpose of this report is to publish key conclusions, recommendations and outcomes of the 

Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department’s (LVMPD) internal review of this incident. There are a 

variety of actions that can be taken administratively in response to the Department’s review of a 

deadly force incident. The review may reveal no action is required or determine additional training 

is appropriate for all officers in the workforce, or only for the involved officer(s). The review may 

reveal the need for changes in department policies, procedures or rules. When departmental rules 

have been violated, formal discipline may be appropriate. The goal of the review is to improve both 

the individual and the agency’s performance. 

   

Synopsis of Event: 

 

On December 17, 2015, at 1115 hours, LVMPD Communications received a call reference a domestic 

disturbance at an apartment located at 9145 South Las Vegas Boulevard. Officer Sedminik, working 

as a marked patrol unit, was assigned to the event and another patrol officer was assigned as a 

backup unit. Officer Sedminik arrived and approached the apartment on foot to make contact. As 

Officer Sedminik approached, he observed the door of the apartment was open and a maid cart was 

in front of the vacant unit. Officer Sedminik learned from a neighbor that there had been an 

altercation between neighbors and the male who had been staying at the apartment had been 

moved to a different room in the complex. Officer Sedminik told the arriving backup officer to check 

with the front office to see where the persons involved had been moved.  

 

Officer Sedminik walked through the complex towards his vehicle to meet with the backup officer at 

the front office. During this time, Teag Fox pulled his vehicle into the parking lot and exited his 

vehicle. Officer Sedminik continued to walk through the courtyard and past Fox when he heard Fox 

say, “May I ask why you are here?” Officer Sedminik turned to face Fox and asked him if he worked 

there. Fox replied, “Are you here to kill me? Why are you here to kill me?” Fox then raised a firearm 

toward Officer Sedminik, who drew his firearm and moved behind a pillar for cover.  

 

Officer Sedminik gave Fox verbal commands to drop the gun, however, Fox advanced on him with 

the firearm. Officer Sedminik fired one round at Fox who retreated towards a pillar in the courtyard. 

Fox fired his firearm at Officer Sedminik three times as he retreated, one of the rounds struck Officer 

Sedminik in his upper left arm. 

 

Officer Sedminik fired a second round toward Fox and then broadcasted over the radio that shots 

were fired and he had been hit. Fox ran north through the complex and fled the area. The backup 
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unit responded from the front office and observed citizens from the complex pointing at Fox who 

was three or four hundred yards away. The backup officer chose to respond to Officer Sedminik but 

broadcasted the description of Fox. Fox was later located and taken into custody.  

 

The Criminal Investigation: 

 

LVMPD Force Investigation Team (FIT) conducted the criminal investigation of this incident. Their 

investigation was submitted to the District Attorney’s Office for review. In their examination of the 

FIT case submission, the District Attorney’s Office determined that, “Based on the review of the 

available materials and application of Nevada law to the known facts and circumstances, it has been 

determined that the actions of the officers were reasonable and legally justified.” 

 

LVMPD’s Critical Incident Review Process and Internal Review:  

 

1. The matter involving Officer Sedminik was heard by the Critical Incident Review Process/Use of Force 

Review Board on September 9, 2016. The Board’s finding was “Administrative Approval.” The Use of 

Force Review Board determined the officer's actions were within policy. The Sheriff approved the 

Board’s recommendation.  

 

2. The Internal Tactical Review Board concluded Officer Sedminik’s performance was in accordance with 

Department standardized tactics and training with a few exceptions. 

 

Below are the conclusions from the internal review and the Use of Force Review/Tactical Review 

Board. 

1) Communication 

 

When Officer Sedminik confirmed he was shot, the area command dispatcher immediately 

requested assistance from other dispatchers. The dispatcher who was working the information 

channel called for medical to respond. Another dispatcher sat with the area command dispatcher to 

take notes and pulled up a map to assist with the perimeter.  

 

Calls for service were diverted to a different console to allow the area command dispatcher to solely 

focus on the large event and accurately record the suspect description, perimeter locations, 

information coming in from call takers as well as other information that was broadcast from officers 

on scene.  
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 CIRT concluded the Communication section’s response to this incident was within 

standardized LVMPD tactics, training and policy.  

 

Officer Sedminik broadcasted over the radio shots had been fired and he had been hit, however, he 

was not on the area command channel. Although Officer Sedminik was shot, he realized he was on 

the wrong channel and had the mindset to switch back to the area command channel. His radio traffic 

was clear and concise despite his injuries. He waited behind the pillar and broadcast his location so 

his backup officer could locate him. The backup officer ran out of the office and saw Fox 

approximately three hundred yards away. The backup officer broadcast Fox’s description.  

 

 CIRT concluded all radio traffic was within standardized LVMPD tactics, training and policy. 

 

2) Officers’ Approach  

 

Officer Sedminik was ambushed. He knew he needed to get out of the line of fire. He removed his 

firearm from his holster and, while running in a serpentine motion, located cover behind a pillar.  

 

 CIRT concluded Officer Sedminik’s decision to run towards and utilize the pillar for cover was 

within standardized LVMPD tactics, training and policy.  

 

The backup officer ran out of the office towards the street. The backup officer responded and slowed 

the momentum considering the suspect could be attempting to ambush them. Citizens advised the 

backup officer of the direction Fox fled and the backup officer observed Fox running. The backup 

officer decided the first priority would be to find Officer Sedminik and not to engage in a foot pursuit 

with Fox.  

 

 CIRT concluded the backup officer’s decision to slow the momentum while considering 

another possible ambush was within standardized LVMPD tactics, training and policy.  

 

It was determined detectives would use a vehicle tactic to stop a vehicle that Fox was potentially in. 

The tactic falls within the Low Level of Force category within LVMPD’s Use of Force Model.  

 

 CIRT concluded the decision to use a vehicle tactic was within standardized LVMPD tactics, 

training and policy.  
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3) Tactics and Use of Force 

 

When Officer Sedminik saw Fox raise his firearm, Officer Sedminik drew his firearm as well. 

 

 CIRT concluded Officer Sedminik’s decision to draw his firearm was within standardized 

LVMPD tactics, training and policy. 

 

Officer Sedminik described his backdrop as a clear parking lot when he fired his first round and stated 

he was aware there were citizens in the area. Fox retreated towards a pillar which was directly across 

from Officer Sedminik. Fox fired his firearm at Officer Sedminik three times as he retreated. Officer 

Sedminik knew he had been shot. He also realized Fox had moved to a position where his backdrop 

was now the window of an apartment and Officer Sedminik did not know if anyone was inside. Officer 

Sedminik fired one more round at Fox. Officer Sedminik was able to remain aware of his backdrop. 

 

 CIRT concluded Officer Sedminik’s assessment of backdrop, target identification and isolation 

was within standardized LVMPD tactics, training and policy.  

 

In this incident, Fox drew and fired three rounds at Officer Sedminik striking Officer Sedminik in the 

upper left arm. 

 

 CIRT concluded Officer Sedminik’s threat assessment was reasonable.  

 

In review of this incident, CIRT found Officer Sedminik discharged his weapon to stop the threat of 

Fox shooting at him.  

 

 CIRT concluded Officer Sedminik’s use of force was reasonable and in accordance with 

LVMPD tactics, training and policy.  

 

4) Supervision (Command and Control) 

 

In evaluating the supervision (command and control) of this incident, CIRT noted:  

 

The patrol lieutenant conducted a situation assessment, established on-scene command by creating 

a command post, established a staging area, determined and maintained ingress/egress routes and 

assigned a logistics, planning and operations manager. 
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 In reviewing supervisory response, CIRT concluded the lieutenant managed this large scale 

incident in accordance with standardized LVMPD tactics, training and policy.  


