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Purpose: 

 

The purpose of this report is to publish key conclusions, recommendations and outcomes of the 

Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department’s (LVMPD) internal review of this incident. There are a 

variety of actions that can be taken administratively in response to the Department’s review of a 

deadly force incident. The review may reveal no action is required or determine additional training 

is appropriate for all officers in the workforce, or only for the involved officer(s). The review may 

reveal the need for changes in department policies, procedures, or rules. Where departmental rules 

have been violated, formal discipline may be appropriate. The goal of the review is to improve both 

individual and the agency’s performance. 

   

Synopsis of Event: 

 

On April 10, 2016, Officer Headley and his partner were assigned to a, “suicidal person call” where 

the person reporting (PR) stated the suspect, Shane Knight, was armed with several knives. Details 

were updated that Knight was attempting to cut or stab himself in the stomach but was not bleeding. 

As officers arrived, Officer Headley announced over the radio he was deploying a low lethality 

shotgun. Officers were able to evacuate three occupants from inside the residence and learned 

Knight was still in a back bedroom, armed with several knives. Officers positioned themselves so 

Officer Headley remained on the second floor landing, enabling him to see directly into the 

apartment while his partner was positioned just inside the doorway of the small apartment.  

Before the officers could issue verbal commands or directions to Knight, Knight emerged from the 

back room, at a very fast and aggressive pace, and charged directly towards Officer Headley’s 

partner. Officer Headley was unable to see Knight’s right hand as he quickly charged toward his 

parnter. As a result of Knights body position, the details of the call and the aggressive way Knight 

moved towards Officer Headley’s partner, Officer Headley perceived Knight was armed with a knife 

and was going to attack. In response to Knight’s actions, Officer Headley fired his low lethality 

shotgun at Knight, striking him three times. Knight went to the ground immediately and was taken 

into custody without further incident. It was later determined at the time the low lethality shotgun 

was fired, Officer Headley was at a distance that amounted to deadly force by policy. It was learned  

Knight was unarmed at the time Officer Headley fired his rounds from the low lethal shotgun.   

The Criminal Investigation: 

 

LVMPD Force Investigation Team (FIT) conducted the criminal investigation of this incident. Their 

investigation was submitted to the District Attorney’s Office for review. In their examination of the 

FIT case submission, the District Attorney’s Office determined that, “Based on the review of the 
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available materials and application of Nevada law to the known facts and circumstances, it has been 

determined that the actions of the officers were reasonable and legally justified.” 

 

LVMPD’s Critical Incident Review Process and Internal Review:  

 

1. The matter involving Officer Headley was heard by the Critical Incident Review Process/Use 

of Force Review Board on February 2, 2017. The Board’s finding was, “Administrative 

Approval.” The Use of Force Review Board determined the officer's actions were within 

policy. The Sheriff approved the Board’s recommendation.  

 

2. The internal Tactical Review Board concluded Officer Headley’s performance was in 

accordance with Department standardized tactics and training with a few exceptions. 

 

Below are the recommendations made after the Use of Force Review Board and the internal review 

were completed. 

1) Communication 

 

Critical Incident Review Team (CIRT) reviewed the audio file from the 9-1-1 call from a citizen who 

reported Knight was suicidal to the LVMPD call-taker. CIRT also reviewed audio files of radio traffic 

between dispatch and the officers and/or supervisors assigned to this incident and compared the 

radio traffic to the documentation received.  

 

• CIRT and subject matter experts (SMEs) concluded the 9-1-1 call documentation by the 

LVMPD call-taker was within standardized LVMPD Communications training and policy. 

• CIRT and SMEs concluded the dispatching and broadcasting techniques by the SCAC 

dispatchers were within standardized LVMPD Communications training and policy. 

 

During the review of the radio traffic, there appeared to be no transmitting problems. 

 

• CIRT concluded radio traffic for this incident was to an LVMPD standard. 
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2) Officers’ Approach  

 

As Officer Headley and his partner arrived, Officer Headley broadcast over the radio that he would 

be deploying his low-lethality shotgun. With this broadcast, both officers knew their roles as they 

went to make contact with the occupants of the apartment. His partner would be lethal cover while 

Officer Headley would be low-lethal cover. 

 

Prior to an officer knocking on the door, Officer Headley requested to have a code red (emergency 

radio traffic only) established over the South Central Area Command radio channel. Officer Headley 

also positioned himself on the stairs to not be directly behind his partner. This allowed him to have 

a better line of sight at the apartment's front door. 

 

• CIRT concluded Officers Headley's preplanning regarding the deployment of the low-lethality 

shotgun was within standardized LVMPD tactics and training. 

 

3) Tactics and Use of Force 

 

From the time Officer Headley arrived and announced he would be deploying the low-lethal shotgun 

up to when Officer Headley used the low-lethality shotgun, approximately two minutes and forty-six 

seconds passed. 

 

With the information known prior to entering the apartment, Officer Headley and his partner should 

have treated Knight as a barricaded subject who was suicidal, armed with a deadly weapon and inside 

a structure. Their decision to enter the apartment failed to ensure they were tactically secure and 

failed to allow them greater distance with Knight. 

 

• CIRT concluded Officer Headley and his partner’s decision to enter Knight's apartment was 

not within LVMPD tactics training and policy. As a result of the Tactical Review Board (TRB) 

this finding was overturned as the TRB did not concur with the CIRT conclusion.  

 

Officer Headley and his partner arrived on an attempt suicide incident where the subject was armed 

with multiple knives and was stabbing himself in the stomach. Officer Headley arrived just after his 

partner. Knowing the details of the incident and that his partner had arrived, Officer Headley 

broadcast over the radio he would be deploying his low-lethality shotgun. Prior to making contact 

with reporting citizen, Officer Headley knew he was to provide low-lethality coverage while his 

partner provided lethal coverage. 
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• CIRT concluded the deployment of the low lethality shotgun by Officer Headley was within 

standardized LVMPD tactics, training and policy. 

 

With the information he had at the time he discharged his low-lethality shotgun, Officer Headley 

stated his backdrop was the "walls to the apartment and behind those walls would be bedrooms." 

 

• CIRT concluded Officer Headley's assessment of backdrop, target identification and isolation 

were within standardized LVMPD tactics, training and policy. 

 

 

As Knight exited his bedroom he came out in an aggressive manner unarmed and charged toward 

Officers Headley and his partner. Officer Headley could not see Knight's right hand because of the 

way it was positioned. 

 

Based on Officer Headley's body worn camera (BWC), from the time Knight exited his bedroom to 

just prior to Officer Headley's first bean bag discharge from his low-lethality shotgun approximately 

one and one half seconds passed. 

 

When reviewing the crime scene diagram provided by Crime Scene Analyst and comparing Officer 

Headley's BWC to the diagram, Knight covered approximately eight feet prior to Officer Headley 

discharging the first bean bag round from his low-lethality shotgun. Knight would have been 

approximately four feet five inches from Officer Headley’s partner. 

 

Although Knight was not armed, Officer Headley perceived Knight was in possession of a knife 

because of the limited amount of time he had to assess Knight. Officer Headley had to asses and 

make an immediate decision because of the distance Knight was able to travel toward his partner 

and what he knew prior to Knight exiting his bedroom. 

 

• CIRT concluded Officer Headley's threat assessment was reasonable. 

 

4) Supervision (Command and Control) 

 

In evaluating the supervision (command and control), of this incident, CIRT noted:  

 

1. Prior to Officer Headley's use of force, a sergeant acknowledged the event as a Crisis 

Intervention Team (CIT) incident and went en route to the scene. 
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2. After Officer Headley's use of force, Knight was taken into custody and the citizens who were 

previously moved from the apartment were moved out of the crime scene. 

3. Arrived officers conducted a welfare check into Knight's apartment. Once cleared, the 

apartment was secured. 

4. A sergeant arrived and assisted on scene officers in securing the apartment and area for 

investigative units. 

5. A sergeant provided the briefing to investigative units. 

6. A Watch Commander (WC) lieutenant arrived on scene. 

 

• CIRT concluded the supervisors' and arrived officers response to this incident, after Officer 

Headley's use of force was within standardized LVMPD tactics, training and policy. 


