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LVMPD Joins Inaugural Federal Program 
National Experts to Analyze Metro’s Police Use of Force 

 

The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department became the first law enforcement 
agency in the country to take part in an inaugural federal program that relies on the 
nation’s foremost experts to analyze its use of force policies and procedures, Gillespie 
said today. 
 
Gillespie reached out to the U.S. Department of Justice Community Oriented Policing 
Service (COPS) months ago to demonstrate the department’s commitment to 
addressing community concerns and ensuring fair and just behavior.  
 
 “This is a proactive step that our department initiated to properly address community 
concerns about police use of force,” Gillespie said. “This is a rare opportunity for us to 
have independent experts look at the big picture and give us the critical analysis and 
support needed to make this organization even stronger.” 
 
Many large police departments grapple with use of force issues. Metro’s participation in 
the new COPS program will serve as a proving ground for other law enforcement 
agencies throughout the country. 
 
The COPS office will gather and analyze data on use of force cases, review procedures, 
conduct on-site visits and incorporate community feedback into their evaluation of the 
department’s operations.  
 
 “Through similar projects, the COPS Office has been able to apply a number of best 
practices to agencies looking to improve policies and procedures,” said Bernard 
Melekian, Director of the COPS Office.  “This is a positive response by police 
departments aimed at building stronger relationships with the communities they serve.” 

 
--More -- 

Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department 
Office of Public Information 

  400-B S. Martin L. King Blvd. Las Vegas, NV 89106 
Office (702) 828-3394   Fax (702) 828-1550 

Douglas C. Gillespie, Sheriff  

February 2, 2012  



 

Don’t forget to visit our web sites  
www.LVMPD.com or www.ProtectTheCity.com   

The COPS Office has an extensive collection of research and issue management 
resources plus a network of subject matter experts that include law enforcement 
professionals, crime and justice analysts, federal representatives and community 
leaders.  
 
“I welcome a group of this caliber committing the amount of time and resources 
necessary toward helping us become a better police department and fostering a better 
relationship with the community we serve,” Gillespie said. 
 
While the COPS Office does not have law enforcement authority, it does work 
thoroughly with the law enforcement field and serves as a clearinghouse of public safety 
information and training opportunities.  
 
The COPS Office is separate from the Justice Department’s Civil Rights Division; 
however, access to COPS’s findings and recommendations will be available to that 
division. Gillespie met with representatives from the Civil Rights Division this week. It 
has not been determined yet what the next steps will be.  
 
Gillespie has created the Office of Internal Oversight, naming Captain Kirk Primas, 
formerly of LVMPD’s Organizational Development Bureau, as its head. Primas will 
serve as the liaison between the Sheriff’s Office and COPS to act on any 
recommendations that come from the collaboration.  
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