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LVMPD RESPONDS TO RECOMMENDATIONS 
BY THE ACLU 

 

Sheriff Douglas C. Gillespie and members of the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police 
Department Executive Staff met with leaders from the ACLU and NAACP on 
Wednesday March 21, 2012.  At this meeting, the Sheriff was given a draft copy of the 
Use-of-Force recommendations published by the ACLU. 
 
Sheriff Gillespie appreciates the level of professionalism and hard work that went into 
the recommendations from the ACLU. 
 
Beginning in February 2012, LVMPD began an exhaustive review of the current Use of 
Force Policy. This process has included comparing police agencies throughout the 
country, as well as resources such as the Police Executive Research Forum (PERF), 
Police Assessment Resource Center (PARC), and the Community Oriented Policy 
Services (COPS) Office of the Department of Justice. In addition, the Department has 
identified through an internal review process, some necessary changes to Metro’s Use 
of Force policy. 
 
As a result of the review process, LVMPD has already implemented changes regarding 
deployment procedures for the Electronic Control Device (ECD), Low Lethality Shotgun 
and Rifle policies.  
 
LVMPD has spent the last week comparing the ACLU recommendations with the 
current draft of the LVMPD Use of Force policy. Though this review is not complete, 
there are numerous recommendations listed by the ACLU that the Department is in 
agreement with. A thorough review will continue, and the resulting changes will be 
implemented once an approved policy is in place. 
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 It is anticipated that an updated Use of Force policy will be completed by the first week 
of May, Department wide training will subsequently be implemented.  
 
As previously announced, LVMPD is going through a review process under a program 
with the COPS office. The focus of the review centers on the use of deadly force and 
the department’s use of force policies and procedures. At the end of this review, a list of 
recommendations will be presented to LVMPD for implementation. LVMPD is not 
waiting for this review to be completed and will make timely necessary changes to the 
current Use of Force policy during the COPS review process. 
 
LVMPD places the highest value on human life. Sheriff Gillespie wants the community 
to know that the department is taking a hard look at current use-of-force policies and 
procedures. 
 
In line with this commitment, the Sheriff recently created the Office of Internal Oversight 
to focus solely on reducing deadly force used by officers by continually conducting a 
critical review of all areas which have an impact on the use of deadly force. LVMPD will 
do this by working in conjunction with other police agencies in order to compare best 
practices, but also in partnership with the community and members of the ACLU and 
NAACP. 
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