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REPORT ON 

USE OF FORCE 

 

Legal Analysis 

Surrounding the Death of 

Thomas McEniry on 

November 24, 2015 
 

INTRODUCTION  

At 1:59 a.m. on November 24, 2015, Officer Kyle Prior was on patrol when he observed a 

white Mitsubishi driving in the area of 1750 Karen Avenue.  A records check by Officer 

Prior revealed that the Mitsubishi was cold-plated.1  Officer Prior attempted to stop the 

vehicle, but the driver refused and proceeded to run a stop sign.  Officers Thomas Griffin 

and Robert Nord were also on patrol in the area. They observed the Mitsubishi run a red 

light at Desert Inn and Maryland Parkway. As the car turned onto Sierra Vista from 

Maryland Parkway, Officer Griffin was able to see that the lone occupant and driver of the 

Mitsubishi was a male adult, later identified as Thomas McEniry (hereinafter Decedent).  

Officer Griffin made a U-turn and attempted to stop Decedentôs vehicle; he refused to 

comply.  The patrol officers were told not to engage in a high-speed pursuit of the vehicle, 

so they followed at a distance. 

Officer Griffin saw the Mitsubishi turn east from Cambridge onto Katie Avenue.  Officer 

Griffin fol lowed the vehicle onto Katie Avenue. After he turned, Officer Griffin noticed 

the Mitsubishi was now traveling slower. The headlights were now turned off.  Officer 

Griffin caught up to the car as it drove down Katie Avenue and, when he did, he observed 

                                                           

1  The license plate belonged to a Chevrolet rather than a Mitsubishi.  
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it now to be unoccupied. Officer Griffin maneuvered his patrol car into the front of the 

Mitsubishi and then slowed his car. This caused the Mitsubishi to bump into the rear of his 

patrol car and stop. 

An apartment complex was located just south of the area where the Mitsubishi was 

abandoned by Decedent.  A security guard was on duty in the parking lot of the apartment 

complex. He observed Decedent walking from the area near the Katie Avenue entrance.  

He watched as Decedent reached into a parked vehicle and attempted to enter it.  The 

security guard approached Decedent and asked what he was doing in the parking lot. 

Decedent initially claimed it was his sisterôs cart he was trying to enter, but he eventually 

admitted he was lying.  The security guard began walking Decedent out of the complex 

towards the Katie Avenue entrance. Officer Prior pulled into the complex, exited his patrol 

car and began talking to Decedent.  Decedent was uncooperative and claimed he had 

entered into the complex from the south, but the security guard told Officer Prior that 

Decedent had entered from the north (the Katie Avenue entrance).   

Officer Prior then told Decedent to put his hands onto the hood of his patrol car, but 

Decedent refused. Decedent backed up and refused to comply with multiple commands by 

Officer Prior to get on the ground and/or put his hands onto the patrol car.  Officer Prior 

called out a ñCode Redò over the police radio and followed Decedent on foot across the 

parking lot.  As this occurred, two other patrol officers in the area pulled into the complex 

as Decedent ran away from Officer Prior.  Officer Robert Nord arrived first and got out of 

his patrol vehicle just as Decedent was running north into a square enclosure in the far 

northwest corner of the apartment complex.  
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Officer Donald Sutton arrived second and parked his patrol car. He observed that Decedent 

was refusing to comply with numerous commands by both Officers Prior and Nord to show 

his hands.  

Officer Prior followed Decedent into the enclosure and ordered Decedent repeatedly to 

show his hands.  Decedent was facing Officer Prior with both of his hands behind his back 

near his waist area. Decedent continued to refuse to show his hands and, at one point, went 

to his knees but continued to keep his hands behind his back at his waist area.  Officer Prior 

then announced to his fellow officers that he was going ñlow lethal.ò He pulled out his 

Taser stun gun. Since Decedent continued to refuse to follow all commands to put his hands 

in the air or show them from behind his back, Officer Prior fired the Taser and appeared to 

strike Decedent on his chest.  This caused Decedent to fall forward and yell.  His hands 

also went forward and, at the same time, a black handgun fell from Decedentôs waist area 

onto the ground behind Decedent.  Moments after falling forward from being struck by the 

Taser, Decedent reached back and grabbed the black handgun.  Officer Nord saw this and 

called out, ñGun, gun, gun!ò to his fellow officers.  Decedent then began to turn his torso 

towards Officer Prior with the gun still in his right hand. Officers Nord, Sutton and Prior 

all fired their service weapons virtually simultaneously. Officer Nord fired three times, 

Officer Prior fired three times, and Officer Sutton fired two times.  Decedent was struck 

by numerous bullets and fell to the ground, dropping the handgun near his body.         

Officers immediately called out that shots had been fired and summoned for medical 

assistance.  Emergency personnel responded. Decedent was transported to Sunrise Hospital 

where he was declared deceased.  A subsequent autopsy revealed that he died of six gunshot 

wounds into his body. 

The Clark County District Attorneyôs Office has completed its review of the events 

surrounding the death of Decedent.  This review was based on all the evidence currently 

available, including the benefit of a public police fatality review. It was determined that, 

based on the evidence currently available and subject to the discovery of any new or 

additional evidence, the actions of Officers Kyle Prior, Robert Nord and Donald Sutton 

were not criminal in nature. 

This report explains why criminal charges will not be forthcoming against the officers 

involved.  It is not intended to recount every detail, answer every question or resolve every 

factual conflict regarding this law enforcement encounter.  This report is intended solely 

for the purpose of explaining why, based upon the facts known at this time, the conduct of 

the officers was not criminal.  This review was based on all the evidence currently 

available, including evidence adduced at the Police Fatality Public Fact-Finding Review 

held on September 19, 2016. 
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This decision, premised upon criminal-law standards, is not meant to limit any 

administrative action by the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department or to suggest the 

existence or non-existence of civil actions by any person where less stringent laws and 

burdens of proof apply. 

I. INCIDENT DETAILS  

On November 24, 2015, at approximately 1:59 am, Patrol Officer Kyle Prior observed a 

white Mitsubishi Mirage in the area of 1750 Karen Avenue.  Officer Prior ran a license 

plate check, and the information came back that the plate belonged to a Chevrolet rather 

than a Mitsubishi.  Officer Prior informed dispatch that he was going to attempt to stop the 

vehicle.  When he did so, the driver of the vehicle did not comply.  Rather, the driver 

continued to drive turning southbound on La Canada where the car ran a stop sign.  Officer 

Prior did not engage in a high-speed pursuit of the vehicle. Instead, he continued to drive 

and observe at a distance. Officers Thomas Griffin and Robert Nord were also patrolling 

in the area and were assigned as back-up to Officer Prior.   

 

Officer Nord first saw the white Mitsubishi driving west on Dessert Inn. He then observed 

it run a red light and turn southbound onto Maryland Parkway.  He then saw it turn west 

onto Sierra Vista.  Officer Griffin was stopped at the light facing west at Sierra Vista and 

Maryland Parkway when he saw the white Mitsubishi make the turn and, as it did so, he 

noticed that the driver (later identified as Decedent Thomas McEniry) was the lone 

occupant. Officer Griffin made a U-turn and initiated his lights and siren, but Decedent did 

not comply.  Decedent turned south onto Cambridge with Officer Griffin following him in 

his marked patrol car.  Due to the nature of the call, the officersô sergeant called out over 

the radio that they should not engage in a pursuit. Officer Griffin did not speed up to keep 

up with the Mitsubishi.  He observed Decedent turn east off of Cambridge onto Katie 

Avenue.   

 

After Officer Griffin got to Katie Avenue, he noticed the white Mitsubishi was now 

traveling slower eastbound on Katie with its headlights off. Officer Griffin pulled behind 

the car and realized it was now unoccupied as it traveled towards the intersection of Katie 

and Maryland Parkway.  Officer Griffin maneuvered his patrol vehicle in front of the 

Mitsubishi and managed to stop it by having it run into the back of his patrol car.  As this 

occurred, Officer Nord pulled onto Katie Avenue. Officer Griffin told him Decedent had 

exited the vehicle somewhere on Katie, and he was likely in the French Oaks Apartments. 

The apartment complex was on the south side of Katie Avenue between Cambridge and 

Maryland Parkway. 
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A security guard, J. B., was on duty during the early morning hours of November 24, 2015, 

for the French Oaks Apartments.  At this time, J. B. was positioned in the parking lot of 

the complex where he could observe both entrances to the complex, one of which was off 

Katie Avenue and the other near Maryland Parkway. J. B. noted police presence in the area 

when he heard both a helicopter and sirens in the neighborhood.  He then saw Decedent 

running alongside the wall of the complexôs parking lot on the west side of the property.  

J.B. saw Decedent go towards a grey Neon vehicle and attempt to enter it.  J. B. approached 

Decedent and asked him if it was his vehicle.  Decedent responded that it was his sisterôs 

car and she lived in the complex.  J. B. asked Decedent his sisterôs name and in which unit 

she lived. Decedent could not answer the questions. Decedent then admitted to J. B. that 

he was lying about the vehicle belonging to his sister. J. B. began to escort Decedent off 

the property when he noticed Officer Prior, who had just driven into the complex from 

Katie Avenue in his patrol car. 

 

Officer Prior exited his car and asked Decedent what direction he was coming from.  

Decedent indicated from the south, but J. B. told Officer Prior that Decedent had come 

from the north (Katie Avenue).  Officer Prior then told Decedent to put his hands on the 

bumper of his patrol car.  Decedent refused to comply and, as the Officer came around his 

vehicle, Decedent continued to walk away from Officer Prior. He refused to comply with 

multiple commands to put his hands on the car and get on the ground. Officer Prior then 

called out a ñCode Redò on his radio and pointed his firearm at Decedent. He continued to 

walk away from Officer Prior and yelled, ñI didnôt do nothing!ò Officer Prior continued to 

yell commands at Decedent to show his hands and get on the ground, but Decedent ignored 

the commands and instead began moving more quickly towards the north in the parking lot 

in an effort to flee. Decedent unknowingly entered into the square-shaped enclosure at the 

edge of the complex. The enclosure was surrounded on the north and west by brick walls, 

and on the south and east by vertical metal bars. 

 

Officer Nord was in his patrol car on Katie Avenue when he heard the ñCode Redò over 

the radio from Officer Prior.  He pulled into the complex at approximately the same time 

Decedent was running and entered the square enclosure.  Officer Nord took up a position 

to the east of the square enclosure and could see Decedent through the metal bars. 

  

Likewise, Patrol Officer Donald Sutton also was in the immediate area when he heard the 

call for assistance by Officer Prior. This caused him to turn onto Katie Avenue and then 

into the French Oaks entrance.  Officer Sutton exited his patrol car and took a position just 
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east of the square enclosure and just to the north of Officer Nord, but he arrived after 

Officer Nord and after Decedent had entered into the enclosed area. 

 

Officer Prior continued to follow Decedent through the parking lot with his firearm pointed 

at Decedent.  Officer Prior entered into the enclosure. He gave Decedent additional 

numerous verbal commands to show his hands and put his hands in the air.  Officer Nord 

also yelled out several commands to Decedent to show his hands.  As Officer Prior entered 

the enclosure, Decedent was standing in the northwest portion of the enclosure facing 

Officer Prior. He kept both of his hands towards his back near his waistline.   

 

 

 
A screen shot of the video from Officer Priorôs body camera showing Decedent as he stood inside the square 

enclosure and refused to show his hands. 

 

 

 



- 7 - 

Decedent refused to comply with numerous commands to show his hands and remove them 

from his waistband area.  Decedent dropped to his knees while still facing Officer Prior, 

and he kept both hands behind his back and near his waistband.  Officer Sutton arrived at 

that point and also gave numerous verbal commands to Decedent to show his hands; 

Decedent failed to comply.   

 

Officer Prior then took out a Taser electronic control device (stun gun) and announced to 

his fellow officers that he was going ñlow-lethal.ò  Since Decedent continued to disobey 

numerous orders to show his hands, Officer Prior deployed the Taser and struck Decedent.  

This caused Decedent to fall forward, now showing his hands as he yelled. At the same 

time Decedent fell forward, a black semi-automatic handgun fell from the back of 

Decedentôs waistline onto the ground near the west wall of the enclosure.  Seconds later, 

Decedent was observed by all three officers to reach back towards the ground near the west 

brick wall of the enclosure.  As this occurred, Officer Nord saw the gun on the ground and 

yelled out, ñGun, gun, gun!ò  Officer Sutton also saw the gun on the ground and yelled, 

ñGun!ò  Decedent then picked up the gun with his right hand and began moving his torso 

towards Officer Priorôs direction. At that point, all three officers discharged their weapons 

and fired numerous rounds into Decedent.         

 

After the shots were fired, Officer Nord entered the enclosure to assist Officer Prior. 

Decedent was placed into handcuffs and patted down for additional weapons. None were 

found. Emergency medical personnel were summoned to the scene by Officer Prior.  

Because the entrance to the enclosure was too narrow for a gurney to enter, Officers Prior 

and Nord picked up Decedent and moved him to the parking lot so medical personnel could 

treat him.  Within minutes, medical personnel arrived and began treating Decedent.  He 

was taken to Sunrise Hospital where he was pronounced deceased. 

 

Body Worn Cameras 

 

Patrol Officers Kyle Prior, Robert Nord, Donald Sutton and Thomas Griffin were wearing 

body cameras that were activated at various times during this incident. LVMPD Force 

Investigation Team (FIT) Sergeant Jerry MacDonald took custody of the body worn 

cameras from each of the officers and secured the videos. The actions of Decedent were 

best captured in the camera worn by Officer Prior who was the first officer to encounter 

him and closest to him during the shooting. 
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Examination of Crime Scene  

 

The French Oaks Apartments were located at 3823 South Maryland Parkway.  They were 

a series of buildings that were just to the west of Maryland Parkway and south of Katie 

Avenue.  There were two entrances into the complex, one of which (from the east) is off 

Maryland Parkway and the other (from the north) is off Katie Avenue.    

 

The entrance into the French Oaks Apartments from Katie Avenue.  The square enclosure is to the right 

of the entrance gate.

Photograph showing the square enclosure just to the west of the entrance gate off of Katie Avenue. 

A square enclosure was located in the far northwest portion of the complex, just to the west 

of the entrance into the complex from Katie Avenue. The south and east side of the 
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enclosure were surrounded by a metal fence of mostly vertical metal bars.  The west and 

north sides of the enclosure were composed of brick walls.  There was a planter area that 

ran along the north portion of the area that contained several large bushes.    

 

The opening into the square enclosure. 

In the southwest portion of the enclosure was a narrow, 16ò wide opening.  Crime scene 

analysts took perspective photographs showing the locations of the three officers, as well 

as Decedent during the time of the gunshots. 
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Photograph showing the location of the three officers when they discharged their weapons. 

 

Crime scene analysts also measured the distance between the officers and Decedent at the 

time of the shooting.  Officer Prior was approximately 15ô 1ò away while Officer Sutton 

was 22ô and Officer Nord 22ô 4ò away from Decedent. 
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Crime scene diagram of the square enclosure and the items of evidence found in the area as well as the 

positions of the officers and Decedent at the time of the shooting. 

Just to the east of the enclosure, crime scene analysts documented and recovered six 

different expended cartridge casings.  Inside of the enclosure, on the north side, they 

recovered two additional expended cartridge casings.  Subsequent ballistic testing on the 

casings showed that cartridge cases 1 and 2 (as indicated on the crime scene diagram) were 

fired by Officer Donald Suttonôs duty weapon.  Testing also showed that cartridge cases 4, 

5 and 6 were fired by Officer Robert Nordôs duty weapon.  Finally, testing showed that 

cartridge cases 3, 7 and 8 were fired by Officer Kyle Priorôs duty weapon.      

In the northwest portion of the enclosure, crime scene analysts recovered an expended 

Taser cartridge, wires and two Taser cartridge blast doors all containing the same serial 

number (#C3102V180).  Outside the enclosure to the southeast was a broken piece of Taser 

wire as well as two Taser probes which were imbedded into a black coat which was laying 

on the ground.  Additional cut clothing with blood and apparent bullet defects along with 

medical paraphernalia were laying on the ground adjacent to the jacket.   
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Along the west wall of the enclosure was a black handgun laying on the ground.  Upon 

closer inspection, it was found to be a Stinger P9T 6 MM pellet gun with serial #12C07010.   

 

Close-up of Decedentôs gun. 


