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INTRODUCTION

At 1:59 a.m. on November 24, 2Q15fficer Kyle Prior was on patrol when he observed a
white Mitsubishi driving in the area of 1750 Karen AventA records check by Officer
Prior reveaéd that the Mitsubishi was cefalated! Officer Prior attempted to stop the
vehicle butthe driverrefused and proceeded to run a stop sign. Officers Thomas Griffin
and Robert Nord were also on patrol in the afideyobserved the Mitsubishi run a red
light at Desert Inn and Maryland Parkway. As the car turned onto Sierra fxosta
Maryland ParkwayOfficer Griffin was able to see that the lone occupant and driver of the
Mitsubishi wasa male adultlater identified as Thomas McEnirygteinafter Decedent).
Officer Griffin madea U-turn and attempted to stop Deceders v ehle refudee to
comply. The patrol officers were told ntt engage in a highpeed pursuit of the vehigle

so they followed at a distance.

Officer Griffin saw the Mitsubishi turn eaBbm Cambridgeonto Katie Avenue.Officer
Griffin followed the vehicle onto KatiAvenue After he turnedOfficer Griffin noticed
the Mitsubishi was now travely slower. Theéheadlightswere nowturned off. Officer
Griffin caught up to the car as it drove down Kaienueand when hedid, he observed

! The license plate belonged to a Chevrolet rather than a Mitsubishi.
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it now to be unoccupiedOfficer Griffin maneuvered his patrol car into the front of the
Mitsubishi and thenlswedhis car Thiscaused the Mitsubishi taump intothe rear of his
patrolcarandstop.

An apartment complex was locat@abst south ofthe areawhere the Mitsubishivas
abandoned by &cedent A security guard was on duty in the parkingdbthe apartment
complex He observed Decedent walking frahre areanear the Katie Averaientrance.

He watched a®ecedent reached into a parked vehicle and attempted to enter it. The
security gard approachedecedent and asked what he was doing in the parking lot.
Decedent initially claimed i t,bumeaventuallg si st
admitted he was lying. The security guard began walking Decedenf theé complex
towards the Katie Avenue entran@ficer Prior pulled into the complex, exitds patrol

car and began talking to Decederibecedent was wooperative and claimed he had
entered into theomplexfrom the southbut the security guard told Officer Pritnat
Decedent had entered from the nottieKatie Avenue entrance).

Officer Prior then told Decedent to put his hands onto the hood of his patrddutar
Decedent refused. Decedent backed up and refused to comply with multiple commands by
Officer Prior to get on the ground and/or put his hands onto the patrolQfficer Prior

cal |l ed odeRetd oa ofviadice ratid and followed Ecedent on foot across the
parking lot. As this occurredivo other patrol officers in the area pulled into thenptex

as Decednt ran away from flicer Prior. Officer Robert Nord arrived first and got out of

his patrol vehicle just asdgedent was running north into a square enclosure in the far
northwest corner of the apartment complex.




Officer Donald Suttorarrived second and parked his patrol ¢dobservedhatDecedent
was refusing to comply with numerous commands by both Officers Prior and Nord to show
his hands.

Officer Prior followed Decedent into thenclosure and orderedePedentrepeatediyto

showhis hands. Decedent was facing Officer Prior with bothhhnds behind his back

nearhis waist area. Decedent continued to refuse to show his handg and pointwent

to his knees but continued to keep his hands behind his back at his wai€d e Prior

t hen announced to his fell owbHepdldadow his t ha-
Taser stun gun. Since Decedent continuedfisse tdollow all commandto put his hands

in the air or show them from behind his back, Officer Hited the Taser and appeared to

strike Decedenbn his chest. This causedePedent to fall forward and yell. His hands

also went forward andat the sametimea bl ack handgun f el from
onto the ground behind Decedent. Moments &tiéng forward frombeing struck by the

Taser, [2cedent reached back and grabbed the black handgun. Officer Nordssandthi

called outiGun, gun,guld t o hi s f Pecddentvihemdedan to ®irn Bis torso
towards Officer Priowith the gun still in higight hand Officers Nord, Sutton and Prior

all fired their service weaponartually simultaneously Officer Nord fired three times,

Officer Prior fired threetimes and OfficerSuttonfired two times. Decedent was struck

by numerous bullets and fell to the groyrifopping the handgun near his body.

Officers immediately called out that shots had been fired and summoned for medical
assistanceEmergency personnel respondbdcedent wasansportedo Sunrise Hospital
where he was declared deceased. A subsequent autopsy revealed that lsexajadsifot
wounds into hidody.

The Clark CountyDi st ri ct Attorneyods Officevenisas <co
surrounding theleath ofDecedent This review was based @i the evidence currently
available, including the benefit ofublic police fatality reviewlt was determined that,

based on the evidence currently available and subject to the discovery of any new or
additional evidence, the actions Officers Kyle Prior, Robert Nord and Donald Sutton

werenot criminal in nature.

This reportexplains why criminal charges will not be forthcoming against the officer
involved. Itis not intended to recount every detail, answer every question or resolve every
factual conflict regarding this law enforcement encounter. Tép®rtis intended solely

for the purpose of explaining why, based upon the facts known at this time, the conduct of
the officers was not criminal.This review was based on all the evidenceremity
available, including evidence adduced at the Police Fatality PublieFaihg Review

held onSeptember 19, 2016



This decision, premised upon crimifdalv standards, is not meant to limit any
administrative action by thieas Vegas MetropolitaRolice Departmendr to suggest the
existence or noexistence of civil actions by any person where less stringent laws and
burdens of proof apply.

l. INCIDENT DETAILS

On November 24, 2015, at approximately 1:59 am, Patrol Officer Kyle Prior observed a
white Mitsubishi Mirage in the area of 1750 Karen Avenue. Officer Prior ran a license
plate checkand theinformationcame back that the plabelongedo a Chevrolet rather

than a Mitsubishi. Officer Prior informed dispatch that he was going to attempptthst
vehicle When he did sothe driver of thevehicle did not comply Rather, the driver
continued to drive turning southbound on La Canaklerethe carana stop sign Officer

Prior did not engage intagh-speedoursuit of the vehiclelnstead, heontinued to drive

and observe at a distanégfficers Thomas Griffin and Robert Nord were also patrolling

in the area and were assigned as hagtko Officer Prior.

Officer Nord first saw the white Mitsubishi driving west on Dessert Hathen observed

it run ared lightandturn southbound onto Maryland Parkway. He then saw it turn west
onto Sierra Vista. Officer Griffin was stopped at the light facing west at Sierra Vista and
Maryland Parkway when he saw the white Mitsubishi makeuireand as it did sphe
noticed that thedriver (later identified as Decedent Thomas McEniwas thelone
occupant. Officer Griffin made @-turnand initiated his lights and sirgdout Decedent did

not comply. Decedent turned south onto Cambridgeéhwv@fficer Griffin following him in

his marked patrol carDue to the nature of the call, tbHficersdsergeant called out over

the radio that they should not engage in a puriiicer Griffin did not sped up to keep

up with the Mitsubishi. He observel Decedent turn easiff of Cambridgeonto Katie
Avenue.

After Officer Griffin got to Katie Avenughe noticed the white Mitsubishi was now
traveling slowerasbound on Katie withts headlightsoff. Officer Griffin pulled behind

the car andedized it was now unoccupied astiavekedtowards the intersection of Katie
and Maryland Parkway. Officer Griffin maneuvered his patrol vehicle in front of the
Mitsubishi and managed to stop it by having it run into the back of his patrol car. As this
occurred, Officer Nord pulled onto Kativenue Officer Giiffin told him Decedent had
exited the vehiclsomewhere on Kati@andhewas likely in theFrench Oaks Apartments

The apartment complexason the south side of Katidvenuebetween Cambridge and
Maryland Parkway.



A security guardJ. B.,was on dutyuring the early morning hours of November 24, 2015

for the French Oaks Apartments. At this tifleB.was positioned in the parking lot of

the complex where he could observe both entrances tmthplex, one of which as off

Katie Avenue and the otheearMaryland Parkwayd. B.noted police presence in the area

when he heard both a helicopter and sirens in the neighborhood. He then saw Decedent
running al ongsi de t heglavanlte westkidetofithe praperipp | e x ¢
J.B.sawDecedengo towards a grey Nearehicleand attempt to enter ifl. B.approached
Decedent and asked him if it was his vehioc
car andkshe lived inthe complex.B.as ked Decedent Iniwkichanitst er 0
she lived Decedent could not answer the questions. Decedent then admifte.tbat

he was lyingabout the vehicle belonging to his sistérB. began to escoibecedenbff

the propertywhen he noticed Officer Pripwho had just driven into the complex from

Katie Avenuein his patrol car.

Officer Prior exited his car and asked Decedent whattiae he was coming from.
Decedentndicatedfrom the southbut J. B. told Officer Prior ttat Decedent had come
from the north (Katie Avenue). Officer Prior theald Decedento put his hands on the
bumper of his patrol car. Decedeetused to comply anas the Officer came around his
vehicle, Decedent continued to walk aweym Officer Piior. Herefusedto comply with
multiple commands to put his hands on tlae andget on the ground. Officer Prior then
called out a ACode Redo on hi sHecantthuedd and p
walk away from Officer Prioandyelled il d i d n 6 toOfficer Prioocortinueddo!
yell commands at Decedent to show his hands and get on the gsatuB&cedenignored
the commands and instead began moving moiekly towards the north in the parking lot
in an effort to fleeDecedethunknowinglyenterednto thesquareshaped enclosure at the
edge of the complexThe enclosurgvassurrounded on the north and west by brick walls
and on the south and east by vertical metal bars.

Officer Nord was in his patrol car on Kaevenuewhenh e hear d t he nAnCode
the radio from Officer Prior. He pulled into the complexapproximately the same time
Decedent was running and entered the sgeaclosure. Officer Nord took up a position

to the east of the square enclosame could se®ecedent through the metal bars.

Likewise, Patrol Officer Donald Sutton also was in the immediate area when he heard the
call for assistance by Officer Priofhis caused him to turn onto Kat&evenueand then
into the French Oaks entrance. Officert8uitexited his patrol car and took a position just



east of the square enclosure and just to the north of Officer, Hotche arrived after
Officer Nord and after Decedent had entered into the enclosed area.

Officer Prior continued to follow Decedent through the parking lot with his firearm pointed
at Decedent. OfficePrior entered into the enclosuréle gave Decedenadditional
numerous verbal commantsshow his hands and put his hands in the @iificer Nord

also yelled out several commands to Decedent to show his has@ficer Prior entered

the enclosure, Decedent was standing in the northwest portion of the enclosure facing
Officer Prior. Hekept both of his handtowards his backear his waisthe.
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A screen shot of the vi deo fDecedent@dhk stabwideth®squaer 6 s b o
enclosureand refusedo show his hands.



Decedent refused to comply with numerous commands to show his handaane them

from hiswaistband area. Decedent dropped to his knees while still facing Officer Prior
andhekept both hands behind his back and near his waistband. Officer Sutton atrived
that pointand also gave numerous verbal commands to Decedent to show his hands
Decalent faiedto comply.

Officer Prior then took out a Taselectronic control device (stun guand announced to

his fellow officersstthrmdt. Ohe Swarsx eg dDiercge dielnd \
numerous orders to show his hands, Officer Priptaded the Taser and strublecedent.

This causedecedent to fall forwardpow showng his handsashe yelled At the same

time Decedent fell forward, &lack semiautomatic handgun fell from the back of
Decederi s w a onsotthe grourahear the wesivall of the enclosure Seconds later,
Decedent was observed by all three officers to reach back towards the ground near the west
brick wall of the enclosureAs this occurred, Officer Nord saw the gun on the ground and
yelled out iiGun, gun, gutd Officer Sutton also saw the gum the ground and yelled,

A @ n !Décedent then picked up the gun with his right hand and began moving his torso
towards Of ficer Pr i,alrthes offttéerdisslantged thairweapdns t h a t
andfired numeous rounds into Decedent.

After the shots were fired, Officer Nord entered the enclosure to assist Officer Prior.
Decedent was placed into handcuffs andegatiown for additional weaponsohe were

found. Emergency medical personnel were summdpethe scene by Officer Prior.
Because the entrance to the enclosure was too narrow for a gurney to enters Rribcer

and Nord picked up Decedent and moved him to the parking lot so medical personnel could
treat him. Within minutes, medical personnarrived and began treatirigecedent. He

was taken to Sunrise Hospital where he was pronounced deceased.

Body Worn Cameras

Patrol Officers Kyle Prior, Robert Nord, Donald Sutton and Thomas Griffin were wearing
body cameras that were activated at vagitimes during this inciden.VMPD Force
Investigation Team (FITBergeant Jerry MacDonaldook custody of the body worn
cameras from each of the officeasd secured the videoBhe actions oDecedentvere
bestcapturedn the camera worn by Officd?rior who was the first officer to encounter
him and closest to him during the shooting.



Examination ofCrime Scene

The French Oaks Apartmentgre located at 3823 South Maryland Parkway. Tivese

a series of buildings thatere just to the west of Maryland Parkway and south of Katie
Avenue. Theravere two entrances into the complex, onembich (from the east) is off
Maryland Parkway and the other (from the north) is off Katie Avenue.

The entrance into the French Oaksaftments from Katie Avenuélhe squarerlosure is to the right
of theentrancegate.

Photograph showing the square enclosure just to the west of the entrance gate off of Katie Avenue.

A square enclosure was locatadhe far northwest portion of tikemplex, just to the west
of the entrance into the complex from Katie Avenliee south and east side of the
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enclosurenere surrounded by a metal fence of mostytical metal bars.The west and
north sides of the enclosuneere composed of brick wallsTherewas a planter area that
ran along the north portion of the area that cordseveral large bushes

The opening into the square enclosure.

In the soubwest portion of the enclosure sva narrowl 6 wide opening. Crime scene

analysts took @rspective photographs showing the locations of the three offaeregell
as Decedent during the time of the gunshots.



m

Photograph showing the location of the three officers when they discharged their weapons.

Crime scene analysts also measureditbnce between the officers and Decedent at the
time of the shooting. Of ficer Prior was
was 226 and Officer Nord 226 40 away from
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Crime scene diagram of the square enclosure and the itemgleh@&y found in the aress well as the
positions of the officers and Decedent at the time of the shooting

Just to the east of the enclosure, crime scene analysts documented and recovered six
different expended cartridge casings. Inside of the enclosar¢he north side, they
recovered two additional expended cartridge casiiBigosequent ballistic testing on the

casings showed that cartridge cases 1 g@ag thdicated on the crime scene diagramie

fired by Of ficer Do destingals®showedtmbcartridyeicasesdwe a p
5 and 6 were fired by Officer Robert Nor d
cartridge cases 3, 7 and 8 were fired by C

In the northwest portion of the enclosuceime scene analysts recovered an expended
Taser cartridge, wires and two Taser cartridge blast doors all containing the same serial
number (#C3102V180)Outside the enclosure tioe southastwas a broken piece of Taser

wire as well as two Taser probehish were imbedded into a black caahich was laying

on the ground. Additional cut clothing with blood and apparent bullet defects along with
medical paraphernaliaexrelaying on the ground adjacent to the jacket.
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Along the west wall of the enclosuveas a black handgun laying on the ground. Upon
closer inspectiont was found to be a Stinger PO9T 6 Milletgun with serial #12C07010.

Closeup of Dgunedent O
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