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I. PERSONS INVOLVED 
 
Involved Officer 
 
Name:     Sergeant Miguel Garcia, P# 7204    
Date of hire:    -2001 
Area of assignment: Bolden Area Command (BAC)   
Squad: BA22      
Call sign:      
Vehicle:    10502 
Shift hours:    0630-1630 hours 
Days off:    Sunday/Monday/Tuesday 
Statement given to FIT: Yes  
Weapon  
 Make: Kimber 
 Model: 1911 
 Caliber: .45  

Serial number:  
 
Witness Officer 
 
Name:     Anthony Stephens, P# 13344    
Date of hire:    2008 
Area of assignment: BAC    
Squad: BA22    
Call sign:     
Vehicle:    10948 
Shift hours:    0630-1630 hours 
Days off:    Sunday/Monday/Tuesday 
Statement given to FIT: Yes  
Weapon  
 Make: Remington  
 Model: 870 (low lethality) 
 Caliber: 12 gauge (bean bag) 

Serial number:  
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Suspect  
 
Name: Richard Mitchell 
DOB: -1963 
SSN:   
ID number:  
Race: Black 
Height/Weight: 5'9”/195 pounds 
Hair/Eyes: Black/Brown 
 
Weapon  

Type: Baseball bat    
Description: Metal, 34" in length 
   

Vehicle 
Year: 2000 
Make & model: Honda Accord 
Vehicle ID number (VIN): 1HGCG3273YA009481 
Registered owner: Richard Mitchell  
Address: 5439 10th Avenue  
 Los Angeles, CA 90043 
 

Criminal charges/offenses: Attempt Robbery (2 counts) 
 Destroy Property of Another  
 Resist Police Officer with Deadly Weapon Not Firearm 
  
II. PERSONS AT THE SCENE 
 
The majority of LVMPD personnel who arrived on this event were documented on the LVMPD 
unit log. Refer to the unit log for a complete listing of those individual’s names, personnel 
numbers, and call signs.   
 
The below listed persons responded to the primary and/or secondary incident scene(s) of this 
event but were not on the LVMPD unit log.  
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OPERATIONS GROUP 

1) Brett Zimmerman P# 3966 
 
OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF/UNDERSHERIFF 
 

OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION (PIO) 
1) Sergeant Jeffrey Clark 

 P# 8749  
POLICE EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (PEAP) 

1) Peer Counselor George Gafford P# 4009 
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CLARK COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 
1) Assistant District Attorney Christopher Lalli 
2) Chief Deputy District Attorney Michelle Fleck 

 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING ASSOCIATIONS 
 

LAS VEGAS POLICE MANAGERS AND SUPERVISORS ASSOCIATION (LVPMSA) 
1) Sergeant Michelle Jotz P# 4964 
2) Attorney Jay Roberts  

 
LAS VEGAS POLICE PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION (LVPPA) 

1) Officer Steve Grammas P# 6090 
2) Officer Scott Nicholas P# 6676 
3) Officer Tyler Todd P# 8411  
4) Officer Bryan Yant P# 6956 

 
MEDICAL PERSONNEL  
 

LAS VEGAS FIRE & RESCUE – RESCUE 3 
 
III. INCIDENT DETAILS 
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 0952 hours, an attempt robbery occurred at the Speedee Mart 
located at 6703 W. Alexander Road under LVMPD Event# 171209-1315. A black male adult, 
later identified as Richard Mitchell, entered the business wearing a red and yellow baseball style 
hat and carrying a black canvass bag, and demanded the money from the cashier through the 
use of a handwritten note. The cashier, Donna Faase, asked Mitchell, "Are you kidding? Is this 
a joke?" She grabbed the bag and threw it away from the register and into the aisle. Mitchell 
retrieved the bag, turned toward the door and said to Faase, "What if I had a gun?" as Faase 
called 911. After Mitchell made the comment about a gun, Faase became frightened. Faase 
described Mitchell along with his vehicle to the 911 call taker. 
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1020 hours, an attempt robbery occurred at the CVS 
Pharmacy [CVS] located at 6397 W. Lake Mead Boulevard under LVMPD Event# 171209-1427. 
A black male adult [Mitchell] entered the business wearing a red and yellow baseball style hat 
and carrying a black canvass bag, and demanded the money from the cashier through the use 
of a handwritten note. The clerk, Irma Hinojosa, told Mitchell she could not open the register and 
would have to get the manager. Hinojosa walked away from the register and when she did 
Mitchell proceeded behind the counter to the register. It appeared Mitchell attempted to open 
the register with no success. When Mitchell was unable to open the register he turned and exited 
the business. 
 
Sergeant Miguel Garcia was in the area of the CVS when the attempt robbery was broadcasted 
over the radio. He believed the details of the call were the same as another robbery that had 
occurred just prior. Sergeant Garcia responded to the CVS to make contact with the manager. 
While at the CVS Sergeant Garcia viewed surveillance video from the business as well as 
received a photograph from video surveillance at the Speedee Mart. Sergeant Garcia 
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immediately recognized the same person [Mitchell] was responsible for both of the attempt 
robberies.  
 
Sergeant Garcia broadcast over the radio for officers to start checking convenience stores in the 
area as he believed Mitchell may have been planning to rob another store.   
 
Uniformed patrol Officers Milton Miramontes and Alexander Jegge were working as a two-man 
unit. They heard the original radio broadcast of Mitchell's description and were attempting to 
locate his vehicle when they heard Sergeant Garcia request units to check locations. Officers 
Miramontes and Jegge also heard the broadcast reference the attempt robbery at Speedee Mart 
and believed the suspect from the attempt robbery at CVS was the same person. They were 
also aware that during the Speedee Mart attempt robbery Mitchell had mentioned a gun. While 
in the area of Vegas Drive and Decatur Boulevard, Officer Miramontes observed a vehicle which 
matched the description of Mitchell’s vehicle. He broadcasted over the radio the possible vehicle 
match and location as Officer Jegge, who was driving, pulled into the parking lot of Terrible 
Herbst [Terrible’s] located at 1591 N. Decatur Boulevard and stopped behind Mitchell's vehicle, 
which was located at the north side of the parking lot.  
 
As soon as Officers Miramontes and Jegge pulled behind Mitchell's vehicle, Mitchell stepped out 
of the car with a baseball bat in hand. Officer Miramontes drew his firearm and gave commands 
to Mitchell to drop the bat, while Officer Jegge covered Mitchell with a Taser. Mitchell did not 
comply with demands and continued to pace in the parking lot while armed with the bat. Officer 
Stephens arrived to assist and deployed the LVMPD issued low lethality shotgun (bean bag 
gun). More uniformed officers arrived as Mitchell continued to pace the parking lot and refused 
to comply with commands to drop the bat.  
 
Officer Stephens warned Mitchell if he did not put the bat down, he would shoot him and it would 
hurt. Mitchell still refused and Officer Stephens fired four low lethality bean bag rounds at Mitchell 
which all struck him in the upper body. As Mitchell was struck by the bean bags, he jumped 
around and became more agitated.  
 
Sergeant Garcia arrived and pulled into the east side of the Terrible’s parking lot. Sergeant 
Garcia stepped out of his vehicle as Officer Stephens fired the bean bag rounds. After being 
struck with the bean bag rounds, Mitchell held the bat with a two-handed grip and repeatedly 
swung at the Terrible’s window, which shattered. Mitchell then opened the north door of the 
Terrible’s and turned to walk inside, at which time Sergeant Garcia drew his firearm and fired 
four rounds at Mitchell. Mitchell was struck by one of the rounds, which resulted in a through and 
through injury to his right leg, just above the knee. Mitchell continued inside the Terrible’s, where 
he stumbled, dropped the bat, and went to the ground just in front of the register. Officers 
followed Mitchell inside, took him into custody, and summoned medical assistance.  
  
Upon arrival of investigators, Sergeant Greg Phenis conducted a briefing. The following persons 
were present: 
 
1) Assistant Sheriff Roberts (Ret.) 
2) Deputy Chief Zimmerman 
3) Captain McMahill  
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4) Captain Plummer 
5) Captain Yatomi 
6) Lieutenant Bledsoe  
7) Lieutenant Cervantes 
8) Lieutenant Cintron 
9) Lieutenant O’Brien 
10) Sergeant J. MacDonald 
11) Sergeant O'Brien 
12) Sergeant K. Ward 
13) Detective Alsup 
14) Detective Colon 
15) Detective Jex (Ret.) 
16) Detective Leavitt 
17) Detective D. MacDonald 
18) Detective Pandullo 
19) Detective Patton 
20) Detective Penny 
21) Detective Rafferty 
22) Detective Snodgrass 
23) Detective S. Ward 
24) Officer Hadfield 
25) CSI Director McLaughlin 
26) CSA Supervisor Joseph 
 
Following the briefing Detective Leavitt was assigned the responsibility of documenting the crime 
scene with crime scene analysts as the lead case agent. Detectives Hodson, Jex, Kenton, 
Patton, and Penny were assigned to interview available witnesses and conduct weapon 
countdowns. Detectives Alsup and Colon were assigned responsibilities at the hospital, which 
included interviewing any possible witnesses.  
 
IV. BODY WORN CAMERAS (BWC) 
 
Officer Milton Miramontes 
 
Officer Miramontes was wearing a body worn camera at the time of the incident and the camera 
was activated. The video footage captured was uploaded by Officer Miramontes on 12-09-2017 
at 1825 hours. 
 
Officer Miramontes’ camera footage depicts Officer Jegge, who was driving, pull into the 
Terrible’s parking lot and park behind Mitchell's vehicle. Officer Miramontes exits the passenger 
side of the patrol vehicle as Mitchell exits his own vehicle. As Mitchell exits his vehicle he holds 
a baseball bat in his hands and begins to pace on the sidewalk near the north doors of Terrible’s. 
Officer Miramontes issues verbal commands to Mitchell to drop the bat. Mitchell is noncompliant 
and argumentative. Officer Miramontes uses his radio to request that Terrible’s lock their doors 
as Mitchell zips up his coat. Officers continued to issue verbal commands to Mitchell to drop the 
bat as the low lethality shotgun is fired and Mitchell begins to jerk and flinch as he is struck. 
Mitchell moves toward the north doors of Terrible’s and swings the bat several times, breaking 
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the glass. Mitchell grabs the door to the business, opens it, and walks inside; gunshots can be 
heard.  
 
Officer Miramontes runs toward the business, opens the door, and sees Mitchell facedown on 
the ground in a "push-up" position with his arms pushing his upper body away from the floor. 
Officer Miramontes immediately grabs hold of Mitchell as he and other officers take him into 
custody.  
 
Officer Richard Gregorio 
 
Officer Gregorio was wearing a body worn camera at the time of the incident and the camera 
was activated. The video footage captured was later uploaded by Officer Gregorio on 12-09-
2017 at 1652 hours 
 
Officer Gregorio’s camera footage depicts him arriving at the east side of the business and 
parking next to Sergeant Garcia’s vehicle as Sergeant Garcia is exiting his vehicle. Officer 
Gregorio exits his vehicle and runs toward Sergeant Garcia, who is in a "tactical L" position from 
the other officers on scene. As Officer Gregorio is running, the sound of the low lethality shotgun 
being fired is heard, and Sergeant Garcia is seen holstering his Taser and drawing his firearm.   
 
As Mitchell opens the door to the business and begins to enter, Sergeant Garcia immediately 
begins to fire his weapon and advances toward the business. Officers run toward the north door 
which Mitchell enters; however, Officer Gregorio runs toward the east doors. As the door opens, 
Officer Miramontes is seen going hands-on with Mitchell as he takes him into custody.     
 
Additional Body Worn Cameras 
 
Officers Janette Gutierrez, Ryan Pedroso, Zachary Piekarski, Marianne Truax, Anthony 
Stephens, and Patrick Weslowski were on scene and also had BWCs activated; however, due 
to obstructions or camera angles their footage did not capture the incident as well as Officers 
Miramontes' and Gregorio's BWCs 
 
V. SCENE WALK-THROUGHS  
 
The purpose of the scene walk-through was to help investigators develop an understanding of 
the scene, including identifying officer locations at the time deadly force was used, identifying 
potential physical evidence, and re-creating a timeline of the incident.  
 
Sergeant Miguel Garcia 
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1325 hours, Sergeant Garcia provided a walk-through of the 
scene in the presence of the following persons: 

 
1) Lieutenant O’Brien 
2) Detective Leavitt 
3) Detective Alsup 
4) Director McLaughlin  
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5) CSA Supervisor Joseph  
6) LVPMSA representative Sergeant Jotz 
7) LVPMSA attorney Jay Roberts 
 
During the walk-through, which was not video or audio recorded, Sergeant Garcia relayed the 
following information: 
 
Sergeant Garcia was standing at the left front quarter panel of vehicle BA10502 when he fired 
the first round from his firearm because Mitchell was opening the door to the store and about to 
enter holding a baseball bat.  
 
Officer Anthony Stephens  
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1352 hours, Officer Stephens provided a walk-through of the 
scene in the presence of the following persons: 

 
1) Lieutenant O’Brien 
2) Detective Leavitt 
3) Detective Alsup 
4) Director McLaughlin 
5) CSA Supervisor Joseph  
6) LVPPA representative Officer Todd 
 
During the walk-through, which was not video or audio recorded, Officer Stephens relayed the 
following information: 
 
Officer Stephens was standing near the left front quarter panel of vehicle BA10536 when he 
discharged the low lethality shotgun. Mitchell was standing at the front of the store, pacing and 
acting aggressive with a baseball bat in his hands.  
 
VI. PUBLIC SAFETY STATEMENT (PSS) 
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1316 hours, Detective Patton interviewed Sergeant Phenis in 
reference to the Public Safety Statement he obtained from Sergeant Garcia. Below is the 
transcript of the interview. Note: Detective Patton is designated by (JP) and Sergeant Phenis is 
designated by (GP).  
 
JP: Operator, Detective Joe Patton, P-A-T-T-O-N, P# 8289, with the Force Investigation 

Team, um, conducting, uh, one witness, um, interview reference a Public Safety 

Statement with Sergeant Greg Phenis, P-H-E-N-I-S, P# 8094. His call sign today is . 

This Public Safety Statement was taken from Sergeant Miguel Garcia, G-A-R-C-I-A, P# 

7204, reference an officer-involved shooting that Sergeant Garcia was involved in on 

December 9, 2017, at approximately 1050 hours, um, under LVMPD Event# 171209-

1427, the location of Vegas and Decatur. Uh, today’s date is December 9, 2017. The time 
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of this interview is 1316 hours. Um, this interview is taking place in my unmarked LVMPD 

vehicle, uh, near the location…or intersection of Vegas and Decatur. Okay, sir, can you 

just go ahead and state your name and P# for me?  

GP: Yeah. I’m Greg Phenis, G-R-E-G P-H-E-N-I-S… 

JP: Okay. 

GP: …P# 8094. 

JP: And Greg, did I say it correctly, that you took a Public Safety Statement from Sergeant 

Miguel Garcia at approximately 1114 hours? 

GP: Yes.  

JP: Okay. Sir, so what I’m gonna have you do is read the questions, um, that you asked, uh, 

Sergeant Garcia and his answers verbatim. Um, if you get to a section in the Public Safety 

Statement where a question is not applicable, do me a favor and just read the question 

and then just say that it wasn’t applicable. 

GP: Okay.  

JP: Okay. Go ahead, sir.  

GP: All right. The first question: “Did you discharge your firearm?” He said, “Yes.” 

 “If so, in what direction?” He said, “From east to west.” 

 “Approximately where were you when you…” “Approximately where were you located 

when you fired?” He said, “Front left of vehicle 10502, right in front of the gas pumps.” 

 “How many shots do you think you fired?” He said, “Four.” 

 “Is anyone injured?” He said, “Yes, the suspect.” 

 “If so, where are they located?” He said, “At the hospital.” 

 “Are there any outstanding suspects?” He said, “No.” 

 “If so, what is their description?” That didn’t apply.  

 “What direction or mode of travel?” That didn’t apply.  

 “How long have they been gone?” That didn’t apply. 

 “What crime have they committed?” That didn’t apply.  

 And: “What type of weapon do they have?” That didn’t apply.  

 “Is it possible the suspect fired rounds at you?” He said, “No.” 

 “If so, in what direction where the rounds fired from?” That didn’t apply.  

 “How many shots do you think the suspect fired?” That didn’t apply. 

 “Approximately where was the suspect located when they fired?” That didn’t apply.  
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 “Do you know if any other officers discharged their firearms?” He said, “No other officers 

fired.” 

 “If so, who are they?” That didn’t apply.  

 And: “Approximately where was the officer located when they fired?” That didn’t apply.  

 “Are there any weapons or evidence that need to be secured or protected?” He said, 

“There’s a baseball bat inside the store.” 

 “If so, where are they located?” He said, “Inside the store. It’s being protected.”  

 “Are you aware of any witnesses?” He said, “Only officers.” And he did say there was a 

store clerk inside, uh, but doesn’t know what the off…what the store clerk saw. 

 “And if so, what are…what is their location?” He said, “Inside the store.”  

 And we were done at 1119 hours.  

JP: All right. Operator, this will end the interview. The same person [sic] are present. The time 

is 1318 hours.  

 

VII. HOSPITAL  
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1114 hours, CSA Heather Ubbens, P# 14792, responded to 
University Medical Center (UMC) Trauma Center and documented the following: 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 
UMC TRAUMA  
At the above date, time, and location, I arrived and met with officers in reference to an Officer 
Involved Shooting Investigation. Arriving a short time after was FIT Detective B. Hodson #9034.  
 
Richard Mitchell (DOB /63) was on a hospital gurney. He had a swollen left hand with an 
injury on the back of his hand with green dye. There were two open injuries on the front of his 
right thigh and a mark on the right side of his abdomen, adjacent to his belly button. There was 
another injury on the outside of his right ankle. He had tattoos on his left bicep and on his right 
forearm. There was a personal belongings bag (item 11) on his gurney. Inside of the bag were 
a pair of grey sweatpants with two holes in them (item 7), a pair of blue and red plaid boxers 
(item 8), a pair of grey "NIKE" shoes (item 9), and two white socks (item 10). 
 
Recue #3 had an additional bag of belongings with them. The bag was a red biohazard bag 
(item 6) and it contained a black jacket with green circular dye marks on the left side and cuff 
(item 3), a grey t-shirt (item 4), and a white t-shirt (item 5). 
 
Photography 
Digital images were captured to show Richard Mitchell for location, identification, tattoos, and 
injuries (with and without scale). His clothing (from his personal belonging’s bag and the red 
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biohazard bag) were photographed for identification, condition, and to show anomalies (with and 
without scale).  
 
Evidence 
The following items were recovered and impounded into evidence (see Evidence Impound 
Report):  
 

 One (1) black "Dickies" jacket size XL-LN, medically cut, bearing green circular dye 
marks on the left side of the jacket (around the left pocket and on the left arm cuff) from 
inside of the red biohazard bag (item 6) 

 One (1) grey "ALSTYLE" shirt size 2XL 2XG 2TG, medically cut from inside of the red 
biohazard bag (item 6) 

 One (1) white "RIPNDIP" size XL t-shirt with left breast pocket bearing a black cat image, 
medically cut from inside of the red biohazard bag (item 6) 

 One (1) red "BIOHAZARD" plastic bag from the hands of Rescue #3 

 One (1) pair of grey "SIMPLY FOR SPORTS" size XL/XG sweat pants, medically cut, 
bearing apparent blood, with a hole in the front right leg and a hole in the back right leg 
from the personal belongings bag of Richard Mitchel (DOB /63) (item 11) 

 One (1) pair of blue and red plaid boxers (unknown brand, unknown size), medically 
cut, bearing apparent blood from the personal belongings bag of Richard Mitchel (DOB 

/63) (item 11) 

 Two (2) grey "NIKE" shoes size 9.5 from the personal belongings bag of Richard Mitchel 
(DOB /63) (item 11) 

 Two (2) white socks from the personal belongings bag of Richard Mitchel (DOB 
/63) (item 11) 

 One (1) clear plastic personal belongings bag from the gurney of Richard Mitchel (DOB 
/63) 

 

VIII. OFFICER WEAPON COUNTDOWNS  
 
On 12-09-2017 Sergeant Garcia had his duty weapon counted down at LVMPD headquarters. 
Sergeant Garcia was photographed by CSI personnel for appearance purposes and his weapon 
was photographed for identification purposes.  
 
Sergeant Miguel Garcia 
 
The following persons were present during the countdown: 
 
1) Sergeant Garcia 
2) Detective Colon  
3) Detective Hodson  
4) Detective Patton 
5) CSA Heather Ubbens 
6) LVPMSA representative Sergeant Jotz 
7) LVPMSA attorney Jay Roberts 
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Sergeant Garcia was dressed in a standard LVMPD long sleeve uniform. He wore LVMPD 
patches on each shoulder and an LVMPD badge over his left breast. Sergeant Garcia wore a 
black duty belt with attached tools and equipment as part of his position in Patrol. Sergeant 
Garcia’s handgun was carried on the right side of his body and secured in a holster. 
 
Prior to countdown Sergeant Garcia stated he carried 10 cartridges in the magazine loaded in 
his firearm and one cartridge in the chamber (10+1, 11 total).  
 

Make  Kimber 

Model 1911 

Serial Number  

Caliber .45  

Weapon Mounted Light Stream Light TLR-12; S/N: 0255650617 

Ammunition Speer .45 Auto  

Cartridge in Chamber 1  

Magazine from Weapon Capacity: 10 cartridges 

Countdown: 6 cartridges 

Spare Magazine #1 Capacity: 10 cartridges 

Countdown: 10 cartridges 

Spare Magazine #2 
 

Capacity: 10 cartridges 

Countdown: 10 cartridges 

Spare Magazine #3 
 

Capacity: 10 cartridges            
Countdown: 10 cartridges 

Spare Magazine #4 
 

Capacity: 10 cartridges 
Countdown: 10 cartridges 

 
At the completion of the countdown, it was determined Sergeant Garcia discharged his firearm 
four times during this incident. When compared to evidence at the scene, detectives concluded 
Sergeant Garcia discharged his firearm four times. Sergeant Garcia’s firearm, magazine, and 
cartridges were photographed and impounded by CSA Ubbens.   
 
IX. SEARCH WARRANTS  
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1439 hours, a telephonic search warrant was obtained by 
Sergeant MacDonald from Judge Sullivan for the following: 
 
1) 2000 Honda Accord bearing CA plate 7WUY134  
2) 2007 Ford E-350 Van bearing NV plate 78E418 
 
The following personnel served the search warrant and documented the results: 
   
1) Sergeant MacDonald 
2) Detective Leavitt 
3) Detective Penny 
4) SCSA Fletcher 
5) SCSA Smith 
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The following items were photographed and impounded as part of the search warrant: 
  
1) Photographs 
2) Three cellular phones 
3) Black bag 
4) Baseball hat 
 
SCSA Fletcher took overall photographs of the interior of the business as well as the exterior 
and crime scene. SCSA Fletcher photographed the items in place prior to SCSA Smith 
recovering them.  
 
X. DESCRIPTION OF THE SCENE AND VISIBLE EVIDENCE 
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1149 hours, SCSA Fletcher responded to 1591 N. Decatur 
Boulevard and documented the following:  
 
VEHICLE(S):  
#1: 2000 Honda Accord CA/7WUY134 VIN/1HGCG3273YA009481 
#2: 2014 Ford Explorer Police Interceptor #BA10502 NV/LVMP0053 

  VIN/1FM5K8AR6EGA80765 
#3: 2016 Ford Explorer Police Interceptor #BA10948 NV/LVMP0557 

VIN/1FM5K8AR1GGV08025 
#4: 2014 Ford Explorer Police Interceptor #BA10536 NV/LVMP0103  

VIN/1FM5K8AR5EGB27493 
#5: 2007 Ford E350 Van NV/78E418 VIN/1FDSS34P17DA68897 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION:  
On 12/09/2017 at approximately 1149 hours I arrived at the above listed location reference 
an officer involved shooting investigation. Also on scene and arriving shortly thereafter were 
the following people: Crime Scene Investigations Director R. McLaughlin PN 4170; Crime 
Scene Analyst Supervisor S. Joseph PN 8178; Senior Crime Scene Analyst J. Smith PN 
8177; Crime Scene Analyst I  A . Draus PN 16770; FIT Detective Sgt. J. MacDonald PN 4660; 
FIT Detective J. Leavitt PN 5814; numerous FIT Detectives; numerous CIRT Detectives; and 
numerous uniformed LVMPD Patrol Officers. The scene had been secured on all sides using 
yellow crime scene tape and the perimeters were manned by Patrol Officers. 
 
THE SCENE 
The scene was predominantly located in the parking lot of the Terrible Herbst gas station 
located at 1591 N. Decatur Boulevard. The business was positioned on the southwest corner 
of N. Decatur Boulevard and Vegas Drive. There were three rows of gas pumps situated at 
the northeast corner of the lot with the convenience store building located at the southwest 
corner. There were two sets of entry doors that accessed the convenience store. One set of 
doors faced east along the east wall of the building and the second set of doors faced north 
along the north wall. A locked metal propane storage box was located along the north facing 
wall of the building near the northwest corner. 
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An Urgent Care building (4903 Vegas Drive) was located on the west side of the gas station 
with a fence dividing the two properties. The above listed vehicle #5 was parked facing north 
along the east side of the building and was secured behind a locked gate. There was an 
apparent bullet hole through the center right side window. 
 
The above listed vehicle #1 was parked facing south on the north side of the building at the 
northwest corner of the lot with its left door open. The above listed vehicle #2 was parked 
facing in a southwesterly direction on the south side of gas pump #4. The above listed vehicle 
#3 was stopped facing southwest on the north side of gas pump #1. The above listed vehicle 
#4 was parked facing south at the west end of the parking lot, just northeast of vehicle #1. 
There were numerous other marked LVMPD patrol vehicles parked in various areas throughout 
the parking lot. 

 
Surveillance cameras were located in the following areas: one (1) camera was attached to the 
exterior north facing wall of the building near the northwest corner; one (1) camera was 
attached to the exterior northeast facing wall of the building; and two (2) cameras were 
attached to the exterior east facing wall of the building. 

 
Inside the convenience store the customer service counter was located in the northeast corner.  
A gray metal baseball bat (Item #25) was on the floor west of the counter. Broken glass was 
scattered on the floor adjacent to the north facing set of entry doors. 

 
Evidentiary Observations (Exterior Scene): Four (4) "SPEER 45 AUTO" cartridge cases (Items 
#1-#4) were scattered on the pavement just west of vehicle #2. Three (3) "FR Drag Stabilized 
Marking" shot shells (Items #5-#7) were scattered on the pavement adjacent to the front left 
side of vehicle #4. One (1) "FR Drag Stabilized Marking" shot shell (Item #8) and "Remington 
Arms" 12 gauge shotgun (S/N ) were on the windshield of vehicle #4. An unfired "FR 
Drag Stabilized Marking" shot shell (Item #9) was on the pavement just north of the north 
facing entry doors. Four (4) green less lethal bean bags (Items #10-#13) were scattered on 
the pavement / sidewalk along the north side of the building, just north of the north facing 
entry doors. There were numerous paper discs and plastic wads (Items #14-#19, & #24) 
scattered throughout the parking lot and sidewalk on the north side of the building. One (1) 
bullet (Item #20) was on the pavement adjacent to the front left tire of vehicle #1. One (1) bullet 
(Item #21) was on the north sidewalk adjacent to the west door of the north facing entry doors. 
A bullet fragment (Item #22) was on the pavement just north of the north entry doors. A bullet 
(Item #23) was on the ground underneath the propane storage box. An orange and black 
handled box cutter was on the windshield of vehicle #2. 

 
 Shotgun Contents: The "Remington Arms" 12 gauge shotgun from the windshield of 
vehicle #4 was had three (3) unfired shot shells in the side saddle and two (2) unfired shot 
shells inside the tube. 

 
 Vehicle #1: There was a cell phone, a wallet, receipts, and a notebook on the front right 
seat of the vehicle. A California driver's license in the name of Richard Lee Mitchell (dob/

-1963) was found inside the wallet.  Numerous prescription pill bottles and miscellaneous 
items were located inside the front center armrest storage compartment. Various clothing items 
were piled on the rear seat. On top of the piled clothing was a black cooler bag with "MRI" in 
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white printed on the side (Item #26) and a yellow with red brim and pinstripes baseball cap 
with "A" on the front (Item #27). The trunk was filled with clothing and bagged items. 
 
TRAJECTORIES 
North Facing Entry Doors: 

 "B":  bullet hole through the interior central side of the west door glass 

 "B1”:  exterior bullet hole through the central side of the west door glass 

 "C":  bullet strike into the interior push bar of the west door 

 "C1”:  bullet hole through the interior central side of the west door glass 

 "C2”: bullet hole through the exterior central side of the west door glass 

 "D":  bullet hole through the interior lower side of the west door glass 

 "D1”:  bullet hole through the exterior lower side of the west door glass 

 "G":   bullet strike into the lower interior panel of the west door 
 
Metal Propane Storage Box: 

 "E":  bullet ricochet off the pavement on the east side of the container 

 "E1”:  bullet impact into the lower west facing panel of the container (did not perforate) 

 "F":  bullet strike into the upper portion of the east facing side of the container 
 
The large hole from the baseball bat strikes into the glass of the east door was labeled as "A".  
 
OFFICER AND SUBJECT POSITIONS 

 Officer #1 – M. Garcia PN 7204: Positioned just west of vehicle #2 near the front left bumper. 

 Officer #2 – A Stephens PN 13344: Positioned on east side of vehicle #4. 

 Witness Officer #1 – Z. Yates PN 16300: Positioned on the west side of vehicle #4. 

 Witness Officer #2 – M. Truax PN 13752: Positioned on the west side of vehicle #4. 

 Witness Officer #3 – P. Weslowski PN 16285: Positioned on the west side of vehicle #4. 

 Witness Officer #4 – M. Miramontes PN 9813: Positioned on the west side of vehicle #4. 

 Witness Officer #5 – G. Tracy PN 9706:  Positioned on the east side of vehicle #4. 

 Witness Officer #6 – A Jegge PN 16432: Positioned on the east side of vehicle #4. 

 Witness Officer #7 – Z. Piekarski PN 16268: Positioned southwest of gas pump #2. 

 Witness Officer #8 – J. Byington PN 16315: Positioned north of vehicle #2 near the front 
right bumper. 

 Witness Officer #9 – R. Gregorio PN 13748: Positioned south of Officer #1. 
 

 Subject (Officer #1 - Garcia) – Positioned in front of the west door of the north facing entry 
doors. 

 Subject (Officer #2 - Stephens) – Positioned on the north sidewalk just west of the north 
facing entry doors. 

 

 The approximate distance between the Subject and Officer #1 was approximately 34'7". 

 The approximate distance between the Subject and Officer #2 was approximately 25'4". 
 
COLLECTION OF EVIDENCE 
The following items of evidence were recovered by SCSA J. Smith and impounded as 
evidence (see evidence impound report for more information):  the firearms evidence detailed 
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above; the baseball bat from inside the convenience store; the black cooler bag from inside 
vehicle #1; and the baseball cap from inside vehicle #1. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY  
I exposed digital images showing the location and overall condition of the following: the scene as 
described above including the location of surveillance cameras and the locations of patrol 
vehicles parked in the parking lot; the exterior of the above listed vehicle #1; the interior of the 
above listed vehicle #1 including miscellaneous paperwork items, cell phones, prescription 
bottles, and wallet contents; the interior and exterior of the above listed vehicles #2 and #3; the 
exterior of the above listed vehicle #5; the shotgun and contents from the windshield of vehicle 
#4; the box cutter from the windshield of vehicle #2; the bullet holes, bullet defects, and baseball 
bat hole in the north facing entry doors and propane storage box as detailed above; the recovered 
items of evidence; and copies of the warrant / return left inside vehicle #1. 
 
I also exposed digital images showing perspective views from the above listed officers, witness 
officers, and subject positions. 
 
Additionally, I exposed digital images of Sgt. M. Garcia and Patrol Officer A. Stephens to show 
their overall appearance and to show the location of their body worn cameras. 
 
DIAGRAM 
A crime scene diagram was completed on scene by SCSA J. Smith and will be maintained in 
the OnBase system. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
We cleared from this incident at approximately 1620 hours.  No further action taken. 
 
XI. THIRD PARTY VIDEO AND PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE 
 
CVS Pharmacy  
 
Robbery detectives responded to the CVS Pharmacy located at 6397 W. Lake Mead Boulevard 
and recovered the in store surveillance video. The video showed a black male adult [Richard 
Mitchell] enter the business wearing a yellow and red baseball style hat and black jacket. He 
immediately approached the cashier and handed her a black canvass style shopping bag with 
white writing and a note demanding cash. The cashier was unable to open the register and 
moved away from it. Mitchell walked behind the counter and attempted to open the register 
himself, but was unable to get anything from the register and exited the business. 
 
Speedee Mart #116 
 
Robbery detectives responded to Speedee Mart #116 located at 6703 W. Alexander Road and 
recovered the in store surveillance video. The video showed a black male adult [Richard Mitchell] 
enter the business wearing a yellow and red baseball style hat and black jacket. He immediately 
approached the cashier and handed her a black canvass style shopping bag with white writing 
and a note demanding cash. The cashier grabbed the bag and threw it over the counter and into 
the aisle. The cashier then walked to a phone and called the police. Mitchell picked up the bag 
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and walked out of the business. As Mitchell was walking away, it appeared he said something 
to the cashier.  
 
Terrible Herbst 
 
Detective Flink, assigned to the Computer Forensics Lab, responded to the Terrible Herbst 
located at 1591 N. Decatur Boulevard and collected the in store surveillance video. The video 
footage captured covered the inside of the business and the parking lot.  
 
The video showed a dark colored Honda driven by a black male adult [Richard Mitchell] pull into 
the north parking lot of the business. Mitchell parked the vehicle in the northwest corner of the 
lot, perpendicular to and across two parking stalls. Mitchell exited the vehicle, entered the 
business, used the ATM, then exited and returned to his vehicle.  
 
An LVMPD marked patrol vehicle pulled into the north parking lot and was positioned behind 
and to the east of Mitchell's vehicle. Mitchell exited his vehicle with a baseball bat in his hand 
and faced toward the patrol vehicle. Two uniformed police officers exited the patrol vehicle from 
the driver and passenger sides, drew and pointed their firearms at Mitchell, and appeared to 
give Mitchell commands. The officer on the driver side holstered his firearm and deployed a 
Taser which he then pointed toward Mitchell.  
 
Mitchell paced in front of the business with the baseball bat in hand as more patrol vehicles and 
uniformed officers continued to arrive. As additional officers arrived, they positioned themselves 
are various points in the parking lot. One of the officers that arrived deployed a low lethality 
shotgun (bean bag gun) and took up a position near the driver door of the first patrol vehicle that 
had arrived. Mitchell was still pacing in front of the business as the officer with the low lethality 
shotgun fired. Mitchell was seen jumping and flinching as it appeared he was being struck by 
the bean bag rounds. Mitchell then took an aggressive swinging stance as he struck the business 
windows with the baseball bat.  
 
Another patrol vehicle arrived and took a position east of Mitchell as he struck the window of the 
business. Mitchell then moved to the north door of the Terrible’s, opened it and moved to enter 
the business. As Mitchell began to enter the business, a uniformed officer to the east fired his 
handgun, and the impacts were seen on the business door.  
 
The security cameras inside the business showed Mitchell enter the door near the cashier 
counter, drop his bat, and fall to the floor. The uniformed officers followed Mitchell inside the 
business and took him into custody. 
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XII. PERSONS CONTACTED  
 
The following persons were contacted reference their knowledge of the facts and circumstances 
related to the incident:  
 
LVMPD Officers/Personnel 
 
Sergeant Greg Phenis, P# 8094 
Date of hire: -2003 
Area of assignment: SVAC 
Squad: SV31 
Call sign:  
Shift hours: 1430-0030 hours 
Days off: Thursday/Friday/Saturday 
Conducted the briefing upon the arrival of investigators; obtained the PSS from Sergeant Garcia.  
 
Officer Joshua Byington, P# 16315 
Date of hire: -2016 
Area of assignment: BAC 
Squad: BA23 
Call sign:  
Vehicle: 1746 
Shift hours: 0630-1630 hours 
Days off: Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 
Witness officer; provided an audio recorded interview 
 
Officer Richard Gregorio, P# 13748 
Date of hire: -2008 
Area of assignment: BAC 
Squad: BA22 
Call sign:  
Vehicle: 10740 
Shift hours: 0630-1630 hours 
Days off: Sunday/Monday/Tuesday 
Witness officer; provided an audio recorded interview 
 
Officer Alexander Jegge, P# 16432 
Date of hire: -2017 
Area of assignment: BAC 
Squad: BA23 
Call sign:  
Vehicle: 10536 
Shift hours: 0630-1630 hours 
Days off: Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 
Witness officer; provided an audio recorded interview 
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Officer Milton Miramontes, P# 9813 
Date of hire: -2007 
Area of assignment: BAC 
Squad: BA23 
Call sign:  
Vehicle: 10536 
Shift hours: 0630-1630 hours 
Days off: Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 
Witness officer; provided an audio recorded interview 
 
Officer Zachary Piekarski, P# 16268 
Date of hire: -2016 
Area of assignment: BAC 
Squad: BA23 
Call sign:  
Vehicle: 10303 
Shift hours: 0630-1630 hours 
Days off: Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 
Witness officer; provided an audio recorded interview 
 
Officer Gregory Tracy, P# 9706 
Date of hire: -2008 
Area of assignment: BAC 
Squad: BA22 
Call sign:  
Vehicle: 10955 
Shift hours: 0630-1630 hours 
Days off: Sunday/Monday/Tuesday 
Witness officer; provided an audio recorded interview 
 
Officer Marianne Truax, P# 13725 
Date of hire: -2013 
Area of assignment: BAC 
Squad: BA23 
Call sign:  
Vehicle: 10620 
Shift hours: 0630-1630 hours 
Days off: Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 
Witness officer; provided an audio recorded interview 
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Officer Patrick Weslowski, P# 16285 
Date of hire: -2016 
Area of assignment: BAC 
Squad: BA22 
Call sign:  
Vehicle: 10948 
Shift hours: 0630-1630 hours 
Days off: Sunday/Monday/Tuesday 
Witness officer; provided an audio recorded interview 
 
Officer Zaccary Yates, P# 16300 
Date of hire: -2016 
Area of assignment: BAC 
Squad: BA22 
Call sign:  
Vehicle: 10955 
Shift hours: 0630-1630 hours 
Days off: Sunday/Monday/Tuesday 
Witness officer; provided an audio recorded interview 
 
Civilians 
 
Donna Faasse 
DOB: -1962  
SSN:  
NV OLN:  
Address: 5608 Torrey Place 
 Las Vegas, NV 89107 
Phone number:  
Employer: Speedee Mart Store #116 
Occupation: Assistant manager 
Shift hours: Varies 
Days off: Varies  
Witness; provided an audio recorded interview 
 
Irma Hinojosa 
DOB: -1964  
Phone number:  
Employer: CVS 
Occupation: Cashier 
Shift hours: Varies 
Days off: Varies 
Witness; provided an audio recorded interview 
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Juanita Velez 
DOB: -1965  
SSN:  
Address: 5190 N. Walnut Road, #253 
 Las Vegas, NV 89115 
Phone number:  
Employer: Terrible Herbst Convenience Store  
Occupation: Clerk 
Shift hours: Varies 
Days off: Varies  
Witness; provided a written statement and audio recorded interview 
 
Shannon Whalen 
DOB: -1985  
SSN: 6 
NV OLN:  
Address: 1052 Sierra Vista Drive, #6 
 Las Vegas, NV 89169 
Phone number:  
Employer: Terrible Herbst Convenience Store  
Occupation: Assistant manager 
Shift hours: Varies 
Days off: Varies  
Witness; provided a written statement and audio recorded interview 
 
XIII. INVESTIGATION  
 
Involved Officer 
 
Sergeant Miguel Garcia 
 
On 12-11-2017, at approximately 1812 hours, Detective Leavitt conducted an audio recorded 
interview with Sergeant Garcia at LVMPD headquarters. Also present for the interview was 
Sergeant MacDonald and LVPMSA representatives Sergeant Jotz and Jay Roberts. Below is a 
summary of the interview; for complete details refer to the interview transcript.  
 
On 12-09-2017 Sergeant Garcia was working as a uniformed patrol sergeant assigned to the 
Bolden Area Command (BAC). While assisting an officer he heard a radio broadcast that gave 
the description of a male who had asked for money from a cashier working at CVS. The call was 
not broadcast as a robbery, which Sergeant Garcia found strange, so he assigned himself to the 
call to find out more information. While en route to the call Sergeant Garcia became aware of an 
attempt robbery at a Speedee Mart in the Northwest Area Command (NWAC) with a suspect 
who matched the description of the male subject involved on his call.  
 
Once inside the CVS, Sergeant Garcia confirmed there had been an attempt robbery, updated 
the call, and viewed store video surveillance. Sergeant Garcia was also sent a still photograph 
from the surveillance taken at the Speedee Mart and instantly knew the same subject was 
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involved at both locations. The suspect was later identified as Richard Mitchell. Sergeant Garcia 
also learned during the attempt robbery at Speedee Mart Mitchell had mentioned having a gun. 
Sergeant Garcia broadcast over the radio for officers in his area to check convenience stores 
for Mitchell, who was possibly driving a dark green, 2-door Honda with California plates on the 
front of the vehicle.  
 
When Sergeant Garcia finished the call at the CVS he heard officers broadcast a possible 
suspect vehicle had been located at 1591 N. Decatur Boulevard [Terrible’s]. Sergeant Garcia 
immediately headed to the location where the vehicle was found.  
 
When Sergeant Garcia arrived at the Terrible’s he pulled into the east side of the parking lot. 
Sergeant Garcia immediately recognized Mitchell as the same person who had committed the 
attempt robberies at Speedee Mart and CVS. Sergeant Garcia was concerned when he saw 
Mitchell was armed with a baseball bat and in front of an open convenience store. He was also 
aware that during the incident at the Speedee Mart Mitchell had mentioned possibly having a 
gun.  
 
Sergeant Garcia saw the doors to the Terrible’s located on the east side of the business, and 
afraid of what may happen to customers or staff if Mitchell entered the business, knew he could 
not allow that to happen. Upon Sergeant Garcia exiting his vehicle, an officer fired four low 
lethality bean bag rounds at Mitchell. Mitchell appeared to get angrier and more aggressive, and 
screamed, "Come on, motherfuckers, what you gonna do to me?" He then swung the bat at the 
windows on the north side of the business. 
 
Sergeant Garcia was unaware of the door on the north side of the business until Mitchell grabbed 
the door and opened it. Sergeant Garcia immediately knew he needed to take action and prevent 
Mitchell from harming anybody inside the business and fired his handgun at Mitchell as he 
[Sergeant Garcia] ran toward him. Mitchell made it inside of the business and was immediately 
followed by officers and taken into custody.  
 
Witnesses 
 
Shannon Whalen  
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1302 hours, Detective Jex conducted an audio recorded 
interview with Shannon Whalen in the area of Vegas Drive and Decatur Boulevard. Below is a 
summary of the interview; for complete details refer to the interview transcript.  
 
On 12-09-2017 Whalen was the assistant manager at the Terrible’s located at 1591 N. Decatur 
Boulevard. Whalen was inside the store when she observed the police outside of the business 
with a black male [Richard Mitchell]. Mitchell held a metal baseball bat in his hands, which the 
police commanded him to drop. Whalen observed Mitchell as he swung the bat and broke the 
glass door to the business. Whalen also observed an officer fire rubber bullets at Mitchell.  
 
When Mitchell broke the glass door, Whalen grabbed her phone and ran to the back of the store. 
As Whalen ran, Mitchell entered the business and said, "Yeah, I'm in here." Whalen, along with 
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employee Juanita Velez, ran to a back room and locked the door. Whalen was able to view the 
security camera feed and exited the back room once she knew the police had Mitchell in custody.  
 
Juanita Velez 
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1306 hours, Detective Colon conducted an audio recorded 
interview with Juanita Velez in front of 1591 N. Decatur Boulevard. Below is a summary of the 
interview; for complete details refer to the interview transcript.  
 
On 12-09-2017 Velez was working as a cashier at the Terrible’s located at 1591 N. Decatur 
Boulevard. She was near the back of the store when she heard gunshots, and the manager 
yelled, “He’s in the store,” referring to Mitchell.    
 
Irma Hinojosa 
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1308 hours, Detective Ryan Rafferty, P# 8919, conducted an 
audio recorded interview with Irma Hinojosa at 6391 W. Lake Mead Boulevard. Below is a 
summary of the interview; for complete details refer to the interview transcript.  
 
On 12-09-2017 Hinojosa was working as a cashier at the CVS located at 6391 W. Lake Mead 
Boulevard. During Hinojosa's shift a black male adult [Richard Mitchell] entered the business 
wearing all dark clothing. Mitchell went directly to the register where Hinojosa was working and 
placed a black canvass style bag on the counter and demanded money. Hinojosa informed 
Mitchell she was unable to open a register and would need to call the manager. Hinojosa walked 
away from the register, and Mitchell proceeded behind the counter and attempted to open the 
register himself. Mitchell was unable to open the register, so he left the business. 
 
Donna Faasse 
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1317 hours, Detectives Tullio Pandullo, P# 7884, and 
Theodore Snodgrass, P# 13701, conducted an audio recorded interview with Donna Faasse at 
6703 W. Alexander Road. Below is a summary of the interview; for complete details refer to the 
interview transcript.  
 
On 12-09-2017 Faasse was the assistant manager of the Speedee Mart located at 6703 W. 
Alexander Road. She was at the register when a black male [Richard Mitchell] entered the 
business wearing a red and yellow baseball cap, dark glasses, a black jacket, and had a black 
grocery style bag in his hands.  
 
Mitchell walked directly to the register, placed the bag on the counter, and handed Faasse a 
note. The note demanded Faasse place money in the bag. Faasse did not believe Mitchell was 
serious and asked if he was kidding; Mitchell did not respond. With no response, Faasse grabbed 
the bag and note and threw them over Mitchell's head into the main aisle of the business, then 
picked up the phone and dialed 911. Mitchell turned, picked up the bag and note, then looked at 
Faase and stated, "What if I'd had a gun?" 
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After Faasse heard Mitchell mention a gun, she realized the seriousness of the situation and 
became concerned. While on the phone with the LVMPD call taker, Faasse was asked if she 
was able to see a license plate. Faasse walked to the door and observed Mitchell enter an older 
model, 2-door, dark colored Honda. The Honda had no license plate on the back, but did have 
a California plate on the front, and Faasse gave that information to the call taker.  
 
Officer Anthony Stephens 
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1500 hours, Detectives Colon and Hodson conducted and 
audio recorded interview with Officer Stephens at LVMPD headquarters. Also present for the 
interview was LVPPA representative Officer Todd. Below is a summary of the interview; for 
complete details refer to the interview transcript.  
 
On 12-09-2017, Officer Stephens was headed to a call when he heard over the radio Officer 
Miramontes was conducting a car stop on a vehicle that matched the description of a suspect 
vehicle that had been involved in two attempt robberies that day. Officer Stephens decided to 
assist Officer Miramontes.  
 
When Officer Stephens arrived at Officer Miramontes' location, he observed an officer with a 
Taser pointed at a black male [Richard Mitchell], as well as Officer Miramontes, who had a 
firearm pointed at Mitchell. Mitchell stood in front of the doors to the Terrible’s and was wearing 
a large coat and was armed with a baseball bat. Officer Stephens to decide to deploy the low 
lethality shotgun as he believed a Taser would be ineffective due to Mitchell's coat.  
 
Officer Stephens announced himself to Mitchell as a Metro officer and ordered Mitchell to drop 
the bat. Officer Stephens informed Mitchell if he did not drop the bat he would be shot with the 
low lethality shotgun and it would hurt. Mitchell did not comply with commands to drop the bat. 
Officer Stephens heard over the radio his sergeant give instructions to strike Mitchell with bean 
bags rounds if he did not comply, which Officer Stephens followed. Officer Stephens fired four 
bean bag rounds at Mitchell, which all struck him, but were ineffective. 
 
Mitchell became more agitated and swung the bat against the store front window as Officer 
Stephens reloaded the low lethality shotgun. Mitchell turned and entered the business, at which 
time Officer Stephens heard three or four gunshots. Officer Stephens was unaware of who fired 
the shots.  
 
Officer Alexander Jegge  
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1510 hours, Detective Patton conducted an audio recorded 
interview with Officer Jegge at LVMPD headquarters. Also present for the interview was LVPPA 
representative Officer S. Grammas. Below is a summary of the interview; for complete details 
refer to the interview transcript.  
 
On 12-09-2017 Officer Jegge was riding with his field training officer, Officer Miramontes, when 
they were made aware of an attempt robbery that occurred in their area. The suspect [Richard 
Mitchell] was last seen leaving in a green, 2-door Honda Civic. The vehicle had a front license 
plate from California, but was missing the rear license plate. 
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Officer Jegge was driving in the area of Vegas Drive and Decatur Boulevard when he observed 
Mitchell’s vehicle in the parking lot of the Terrible’s located at 1591 N. Decatur Boulevard. Officer 
Jegge drove into the parking lot, parked behind Mitchell’s vehicle, and exited his patrol car.  
 
As Officers Jegge and Miramontes exited their patrol car, Mitchell exited the Honda Civic and 
said, “What do you want from me?” Mitchell immediately reached into his vehicle a grabbed a 
baseball bat. Officer Miramontes deployed his handgun and Officer Jegge deployed his Taser.  
 
Officers Jegge and Miramontes gave Mitchell verbal commands to drop the bat and move to the 
front of their patrol car. Mitchell refused to comply with the officers’ commands, and paced back 
and forth near the front doors of the Terrible’s. Mitchell continued yelling, “What do you want 
from me?” at the officers.  
 
Several other patrol officers arrived and Officer Stephens, armed with a low lethality shotgun, 
stood next to Officer Jegge. The officers gave Mitchell several more commands to drop the bat. 
Officer Stephens yelled, “Bean bag! Bean bag! Bean bag!” Officer Stephens then fired bean bag 
rounds, striking Mitchell. Mitchell became agitated and used the bat to break the front glass door 
to the business.  
 
As Mitchell attempted to enter the business, Officer Jegge heard gunshots from his left. Officer 
Jegge did not know who fired the rounds. After the shots were fired, Mitchell entered the 
business and fell to the ground. Officer Jegge, along with several other officers, entered the 
business and took Mitchell into custody.  
 
Mitchell was removed from the business and eventually loaded into an ambulance. Officer Jegge 
stated he felt if Mitchell made it into the store he could have hurt the occupants of the store.         
 
Officer Zaccary Yates  
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1531 hours, Detective Patton conducted an audio recorded 
interview with Officer Yates at LVMPD headquarters. Also present for the interview was LVPPA 
representative Officer S. Grammas. Below is a summary of the interview; for complete details 
refer to the interview transcript.  
 
On 12-09-2017 Officer Yates was driving with his field training officer, Officer Tracy, when they 
heard an officer was conducting a stop on a suspicious vehicle in the area of Vegas Drive and 
Decatur Boulevard. Officers Yates and Tracy went en route to assist the officers. Officers Yates 
and Tracy arrived at the Terrible’s located at 1591 N. Decatur Boulevard.  
 
Officer Yates arrived and observed other patrol officers already at the Terrible’s. He observed a 
black male [Richard Mitchell] standing near a vehicle, holding a baseball bat, and officers where 
giving him verbal commands to drop the bat. Mitchell refused, and an officer yelled, “Bean bag! 
Bean bag!” 
 
Shortly thereafter, an officer fired bean bag rounds from a low lethality shotgun, striking Mitchell. 
Mitchell yelled, “Ow, that hurt!” Mitchell then turned and struck the glass door of the business 
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with the bat, causing the glass to break. Mitchell then attempted to make entry into the business, 
and at that time Officer Yates heard gunshots. After the shots were fired, a group of officers 
including, Officer Yates, entered the store and took Mitchell into custody.  
 
After Mitchell was in custody he was removed from the store and eventually transported by an 
ambulance to the hospital. Officer Yates walked around the outside of the store looking for bullet 
impacts into other businesses, but did not locate any. Officer Yates stated it would have been 
dangerous for the occupants of store had Mitchell made entry with his bat because Mitchell had 
broken the glass door and was not listening to officers’ commands.      
 
Officer Joshua Byington 
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1535 hours, Detectives Hodson and Colon conducted an audio 
recorded interview with Officer Byington at LVMPD headquarters. Also present for the interview 
was LVPPA representative Officer Todd. Below is a summary of the interview; for complete 
details refer to the interview transcript.  
 
On 12-09-2017 Officer Byington was operating as marked patrol and was en route to a call when 
he heard Officers Miramontes and Jegge broadcast they had located an attempt robbery 
suspect’s vehicle at the Terrible’s at 1591 N. Decatur Boulevard.  
 
Officer Byington arrived at Terrible’s with other units and posted up in the southeast corner of 
the parking lot. Officer Byington observed a black male adult [Richard Mitchell] dressed in dark 
clothing, standing in front of the store holding a baseball bat, and being verbally combative with 
officers. Officer Byington observed several officers with their handguns drawn and Officer 
Stevens with a low lethality shotgun pointed at Mitchell. 
 
Officer Byington observed Mitchell get struck several times with bean bag rounds that had no 
effect on him. Mitchell then raised the bat with both hands in a swinging stance and verbally 
challenged officers. Mitchell then swung the bat and struck a glass door of the building causing 
the glass to shatter. Officer Byington saw Mitchell open the door and move to enter the store 
when he heard gunshots fired. Officer Byington then ran to a side door to block Mitchell from 
exiting the store. When Officer Byington entered the store he observed Mitchell lying on the floor 
and officers placing him in custody. Officer Byington was handed a box cutter knife officers had 
located on Mitchell’s person.  
 
Officer Byington stated the bean bag rounds had no effect on Mitchell and only seemed to make 
him more aggressive and noncompliant. Officer Byington thought Mitchell was going to harm or 
take a person hostage when he ran inside the store. 
 
Officer Patrick Weslowski 
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1600 hours, Detectives Hodson and Colon conducted an audio 
recorded interview with Officer Weslowski at LVMPD headquarters. Also present for the 
interview was LVPPA representative Officer Todd. Below is a summary of the interview; for 
complete details refer to the interview transcript.  
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On 12-09-2017 Officer Weslowski was headed to a call with his field training officer, Officer 
Stephens, when they heard Officer Miramontes’ radio traffic reference a male with a baseball 
bat. Officer Weslowski went en route to assist Officer Miramontes. 
 
When Officer Weslowski and Stephens arrived to Officer Miramontes' location, Officer 
Weslowski moved across the parking lot and took a position near Officer Miramontes. Officer 
Weslowski focused on the suspect vehicle, being unsure if anybody else was in the vehicle. He 
observed a black male adult [Richard Mitchell] holding a baseball bat in his hands. Officer 
Weslowski heard Officer Stephens give commands to Mitchell to drop the bat and observed 
Mitchell being struck by the low lethality bean bag rounds due to the green powder impacts. 
Mitchell appeared to become more agitated. Mitchell continued to refuse to drop the bat and 
used it to smash the window of the business.  
 
Officer Weslowski, knowing Officer Stephens would have been out of bean bag rounds, leaned 
into the vehicle next to him to retrieve another low lethality shotgun, and at that time heard 
gunshots. When Officer Weslowski looked up he observed that Mitchell had gone into the 
business. Officers followed Mitchell into the business and took him into custody. 
 
Officer Zachary Piekarski  
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1605 hours, Detective Patton conducted an audio recorded 
interview with Officer Piekarski at LVMPD headquarters. Also present for the interview was 
LVPPA representative Officer S. Grammas. Below is a summary of the interview; for complete 
details refer to the interview transcript.  
 
On 12-09-2017 Officer Piekarski was on duty and learned of an attempt robbery call that 
occurred in his area command at a CVS store located in the 6300 block of W. Lake Mead 
Boulevard. Officer Piekarski knew the suspect [Richard Mitchell] used a black bag and 
demanded money then left in a green sedan.  
 
Officer Piekarski heard over the radio that an officer had possibly located Mitchell’s vehicle at 
the Terrible’s located at 1591 N. Decatur Boulevard. Officer Piekarski assigned himself to the 
call and was the third patrol unit to arrive.  
 
Upon his arrival, Officer Piekarski observed Mitchell standing in front of the business, holding a 
baseball bat between his legs, and zipping up his jacket. The other officers on scene were yelling 
commands at Mitchell; however; Officer Piekarski could not remember specifically what they 
were saying. Officer Piekarski observed Mitchell walk toward the front door of the business when 
an officer fired low lethality bean bag rounds from a low lethality shotgun. The rounds struck 
Mitchell, but had no effect.  
 
Mitchell turned and used the bat to strike the front glass door of the business, then attempted to 
make entry into the business. As Mitchell attempted to enter the business, Sergeant Garcia fired 
rounds from his handgun at Mitchell. Mitchell continued into the business. After the rounds were 
fired, Officer Piekarski entered the store and assisted in taking Mitchell into custody. Officer 
Piekarski located a box cutter in Mitchell’s jacket pocket during a pat down, and then he removed 
Mitchell from the business.  
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While outside Mitchell became combative with officers and had to be placed in hobbles prior to 
medical personnel arriving. After medical personnel arrived, officers placed Mitchell on a gurney 
and he was transported to UMC.   
 
Officer Richard Gregorio 
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1630 hours, Detectives Hodson and Colon conducted an audio 
recorded interview with Officer Gregorio at LVMPD headquarters. Also present for the interview 
was LVPPA representative Officer Todd. Below is a summary of the interview; for complete 
details refer to the interview transcript.  
 
On 12-09-2017 Officer Gregorio was operating as marked patrol unit when he heard an attempt 
robbery call come out at the CVS located at 6391 W. Lake Mead Boulevard. He arrived at that 
location and met with Sergeant Garcia to look for the suspect [Richard Mitchell]. It was at that 
time that another unit had located the suspect vehicle at the Terrible’s located at 1591 N. Decatur 
Boulevard.   
 
Officer Gregorio arrived and observed Mitchell with a baseball bat in his hand, pacing back and 
forth, and yelling at officers. Officer Stevens had a low lethality shotgun pointed at Mitchell while 
giving Mitchell verbal commands. Sergeant Garcia was standing to Officer Gregorio’s right when 
Mitchell was shot with low lethality bean bags rounds. Mitchell then turned to go into the building 
and Officer Gregorio heard the gunshots fired at Mitchell. Officer Gregorio ran to a side door to 
the store that he had seen someone exit when he first arrived. Officer Gregorio then assisted 
with taking Mitchell into custody.  
 
Officer Marianne Truax  
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1654 hours, Detective Patton conducted an audio recorded 
interview with Officer Truax at LVMPD headquarters. Also present for the interview was LVPPA 
representative Officer S. Grammas. Below is a summary of the interview; for complete details 
refer to the interview transcript.  
 
On 12-09-2017 Officer Truax arrived at the Terrible’s located at 1591 N. Decatur Boulevard to 
assist officers with a possible robbery suspect [Richard Mitchell]. Upon her arrival, Officer Truax 
drew her weapon and took a position of cover. Officer Truax saw Mitchell holding a baseball bat 
and he refused to drop it.  
 
Officer Stephens fired four or five low lethality bean bag rounds at Mitchell. The bean bag rounds 
struck Mitchell, but had no effect. Mitchell used the bat to strike the glass door to the business, 
which caused it to break.  
 
After the glass door broke, Officer Truax heard gunshots, but did not know who fired. Officer 
Truax followed several other officers inside the store to assist in taking Mitchell into custody. By 
the time Officer Truax entered the store, several officers were already taking Mitchell into 
custody, so Officer Truax grabbed the two store employees and escorted them out of the 
business.  
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Officer Truax never spoke to Mitchell.  
 
Officer Milton Miramontes 
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1654 hours, Detectives Colon and Hodson conducted an audio 
recorded interview with Officer Miramontes at LVMPD headquarters. Also present for the 
interview was LVPPA representative Officer Todd. Below is a summary of the interview; for 
complete details refer to the interview transcript.  
 
On 12-09-2017 Officer Miramontes was partnered with his trainee, Officer Jegge, and the two 
were assigned to a special assignment, the Holiday Initiative. This assignment had them focused 
on shopping areas to deter crime during the holiday season. Officer Miramontes heard a radio 
broadcast from the Northwest Area Command of a possible robbery suspect. The suspect 
[Richard Mitchell] was described as a black male adult who drove a green, 2-door Honda with a 
California license plate on the front but not on the back. 
 
Officer Miramontes attempted to locate Mitchell. While working to locate Mitchell, Sergeant 
Garcia advised over the radio that Mitchell had attempted another robbery. Sergeant Garcia 
advised officers to check convenience stores in their areas. Officer Miramontes observed a 
vehicle in the north parking lot of the Terrible’s located at 1591 N. Decatur Boulevard which 
matched Mitchell’s vehicle description.   
 
Officer Miramontes instructed Officer Jegge to pull in behind the vehicle and box it in; Officer 
Miramontes broadcast radio traffic of the stop. Officer Miramontes believed Mitchell was likely 
inside the business. As they pulled into the lot, Mitchell exited his vehicle armed with a baseball 
bat. Officer Miramontes immediately exited his vehicle and drew his firearm as he gave verbal 
commands to Mitchell to drop the bat. Officer Miramontes instructed Officer Jegge to deploy his 
Taser. 
 
Mitchell was agitated and ignored all verbal commands given by Officer Miramontes. Officer 
Stephens arrived and deployed the low lethality shotgun. Officer Miramontes heard Sergeant 
Garcia advise officers to use the low lethality shotgun on Mitchell when he observed Mitchell get 
struck with bean bag rounds. Office Miramontes knew Mitchell had been struck with the bean 
bag rounds due to Mitchell’s facial expressions; however, Mitchell still did not drop the bat. 
Mitchell became more agitated, and swung that bat at the windows of the business. Mitchell 
suddenly opened the door to the business and moved to enter. Officer Miramontes heard 
gunshots as Mitchell entered the business. Officer Miramontes followed Mitchell inside the 
business, found him on the ground, and took him into custody. 
 
Officer Gregory Tracy  
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1708 hours, Detective Patton conducted an audio recorded 
interview with Officer Tracy at LVMPD headquarters. Also present for the interview was LVPPA 
representative Officer S. Grammas. Below is a summary of the interview; for complete details 
refer to the interview transcript.  
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On 12-09-2017 Officer Tracy responded to the Terrible’s located at 1591 N. Decatur Boulevard 
to assist other officers who were out with a black male [Richard Mitchell] who was armed with a 
baseball bat. Upon his arrival, Officer Tracy observed Mitchell holding the bat and not complying 
with officers’ verbal commands to drop it.  
 
An officer shot Mitchell with bean bags rounds, but the bean bags had no effect on Mitchell. After 
being shot with the bean bags, Mitchell struck the front glass door to the business with the bat 
causing the glass to break. As Mitchell attempted to enter the store, Officer Tracy heard 
gunshots. After the shots were fired, Mitchell was taken into custody inside of the business.  
 
Officer Tracy did not talk to Mitchell.     
 
Suspect Interview 
 
Richard Mitchell 
 
On 12-09-2017, at approximately 1345 hours, Detective Hodson conducted an audio recorded 
interview with Richard Mitchell at UMC Trauma Center, bed 5. Also present for the interview was 
Detective Colon. Below is a summary of the interview; for complete details refer to the interview 
transcript.  
 
Mitchell was read his Miranda rights by Detective Hodson at 1345 hours and stated that he 
understood his rights and would speak with detectives.  
 
When Mitchell was asked what had occurred earlier in the day, Mitchell stated, “It all went 
bonkers.” Mitchell explained he was sitting his car when police pulled up behind him and he got 
out of the car with a baseball bat. When asked why he was holding the bat, Mitchell stated, “They 
had guns, I had my bat.”  
 
Mitchell admitted to not following orders to drop the bat. When asked why he did not drop the 
bat, Mitchell said he was high on crack cocaine and liquor. He further elaborated that he was 
homeless, had recently been the victim of an attempted carjacking in Los Angeles which resulted 
in him injuring his hand, and had been using crack cocaine every day during the six days prior 
to the incident with police.   
 
Detectives asked Mitchell if he had gone to any other gas stations or any CVS stores before he 
was stopped by police and Mitchell only stated he had driven all over town that day. Mitchell 
stated that the police “took their stand and I took mine.” He agreed that he would not have been 
shot if he had listened to officers’ commands to drop his bat. 
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XIV. TIMELINE    
 
The below timeline is a reconstruction of events which transpired on Saturday, 12-09-2017, in 
relation to the non-fatal officer-involved shooting that occurred at 1591 N. Decatur Boulevard.  

 

Time  
(hours) 

Description of Event/Action Source 

0952 Richard Mitchell attempted to rob Speedee Mart #116 
located at 6703 W. Alexander Road (Event# 171209-
1315). 

Computer Aided Dispatch 
(CAD) 

1020 Mitchell attempted to rob the CVS Pharmacy located 
at 6391 W. Lake Mead Boulevard (Event# 171209-
1427).  

CAD 
 

1028 Sergeant Garcia advised units via radio broadcast to 
check convenience stores in the area. 

CAD,  
Sergeant Garcia's interview 

1048 Mitchell's vehicle was located parked in front of the 
Terrible’s located at 1591 N. Decatur Boulevard.  

CAD 

1049 Mitchell was out of his vehicle with a baseball bat in 
his right hand. 

CAD 

1050 Mitchell was running into the store with the baseball 
bat; shots fired was broadcast.  

CAD 

1058 It was reported four bean bag (low lethality) rounds 
had been fired at Mitchell and were ineffective.  

CAD 

 
XV. FORENSICS REQUESTS/RESULTS 
 
Blood Alcohol/Drug Screening  
 
Blood Alcohol Testing 
 
On 12-20-2017 an LVMPD Forensic Laboratory Request was submitted by Detective Leavitt for 
Toxicology/Alcohol Testing analysis.  
 
On 12-27-2017 Forensic Scientist Dana C. Russell, P# 7503, submitted the Report of 
Examination: Toxicology/Alcohol Testing. The following evidence was examined and results are 
reported below. 
 
I, Dana C Russell, do hereby declare: 
 
That I am a Forensic Scientist II employed by the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department;  
 
That I am a “chemist”, as defined in Nevada Revised Statute 50.320, and my duties include the 
analysis of the blood of a person to determine the presence or quantification of alcohol;  
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That on August 20, 1997, I first qualified in the Eight Judicial District Court of Clark County, 
Nevada, as an expert witness, to testify regarding the presence and amount of alcohol in a 
biological fluid;  
 
That I am certified as a Diplomate of the American Board of Forensic Toxicology in Forensic 
Alcohol (D-ABFT-FA); 
 
That I received sealed evidence in the above case from a secure refrigerator in the LVMPD 
Forensic Laboratory, containing a sample of whole blood; 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
That the evidence was in my custody from the time I first obtained it until I resealed the sample, 
at which time it was in substantially the same condition as when I first obtained it.  
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  
 
---This report does not constitute the entire case file. The case file may be comprised of 
worksheets, images, analytical data and other documents.--- 
 

- END OF REPORT – 
 

Drug Screening  
 
On 12-20-2017 an LVMPD Forensic Laboratory Request was submitted by Detective Leavitt for 
biology/DNA analysis.  
 
On 01-17-2018 Forensic Scientist Jennifer Rattanaprasit, P# 14691, submitted the Report of 
Examination: Drug Screening/Confirmation. The following evidence was examined and results 
are reported below. 
 
I, Jennifer Rattanaprasit, do hereby declare: 
 
That I am a Forensic Scientist II employed by the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department;  
 
That I am a “chemist”, as defined in Nevada Revised Statue 50.320, and my duties include the 
analysis of the blood of a person to determine the presence or quantification of a controlled 
substance, chemical or prohibited substance;  



LAS VEGAS METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

FORCE INVESTIGATION TEAM REPORT 
CONTINUATION 

Event: 171209-1427 
 

LVMPD Internal Oversight & Constitutional Policing                  Page 35 of 37 
Force Investigation Team 

 

 
That on May 13, 2014, I first qualified in the Justice Court of Clark County, Nevada, as an expert 
witness, to testify regarding the presence and amount of controlled substances in a biological 
fluid;  
 
That I am certified as a Diplomate of the American Board of Forensic Toxicology in Forensic 
Toxicology (D-ABFT-FT);  
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
Immunoassay Screen 
 

 
 

 
 
Confirmation Analysis 
 

 
That I sealed the evidence and placed it in a secure refrigerator in the LVMPD Forensic 
Laboratory;  
 
That the evidence was in my custody from the time I obtained it until I resealed the sample, at 
which time it was in substantially the same condition as when I first obtained it.  
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the forgoing is true and correct.  
 
---This report does not constitute the entire case file. The case file may be compromised of 
worksheets, images, analytical data and other documents.--- 
---“None detected” indicates the drug/metabolite is not present above the reporting threshold.--- 
---Report thresholds as applicable: 
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Firearm Examination 
 
On 12-21-2017 an LVMPD Forensic Laboratory Request was submitted by Detective Leavitt on 
Sergeant Garcia’s firearm for a function test and ballistic comparison evidence.    
 
On 01-11-2018 Forensic Scientist Kathy Geil, P# 15650, submitted the Report of Examination: 
Firearms & Toolmarks. The following evidence was examined and the results are reported 
below.  

Results and Conclusions: 
 

Firearm and magazine 
 

The Kimber pistol was examined, test fired and found to be operational with no noted 
malfunctions. This pistol has a barrel length of approximately 5 1/16 inches, an overall length of 
approximately 8 3/4 inches and a trigger pull of 3 3/4 - 4 pounds. The submitted magazine has 
a capacity of ten cartridges. 
 
Cartridge cases 
 

The evidence cartridge cases were examined and microscopically compared to the test fired 
cartridge cases from the Kimber pistol with the following result: 
 

 The cartridge cases were identified as having been in the Kimber pistol.  
 

The evidence is returned to secure storage. 
 
---This report does not constitute the entire case file. The case file may be comprised of 
worksheets, images, analytical data and other documents.--- 
 

- END OF REPORT - 
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