
 

-more- 

Don’t forget to visit our web sites  
www.LVMPD.com or www.ProtectTheCity.com  

 

  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Director Carla Alston 
Sgt. John Sheahan 
Officer Bill Cassell 
Officer Laura Meltzer   
Officer Jose Hernandez 
Officer Larry Hadfield   
  

HOSTAGE SITUATION ENDS AFTER 23 HOURS 
SWAT Team Shoots Suspect and Rescues Both Children 

 
 On Monday, August 26, 2013 at approximately 11:13 p.m. LVMPD Patrol Officers 
responded to a residence at 4516 Newton Drive in Southeast Las Vegas to investigate 
reports of a family disturbance.   
 

As officers arrived the male victim who had called police, accompanied by a 10 
year old female juvenile, exited the residence.  Officers observed the adult male was 
carrying a shotgun and the female juvenile was carrying a handgun.  Both the adult 
male and the female juvenile complied with officer’s orders to relinquish the weapons, 
and both were removed from the immediate area.   

 
The suspect, later identified as Sara Jones, 29 years of age and wife of the male 

victim, also exited the residence carrying a .45 caliber handgun.  Jones refused officers 
orders to surrender and re-entered the residence where the couples’ two and three year 
old sons were present.  The subsequent investigation into this incident determined 
Jones and her husband were the biological parents of all three children. 

 
When Jones refused to exit the residence the LVMPD SWAT and Crisis 

Negotiation Teams responded and assumed command of the incident.  Throughout the 
next 23 hours negotiators maintained communication with Jones in an attempt to 
establish a dialog and convince her to peacefully surrender.   

 
At approximately 9:50 p.m. SWAT Officers heard the sound of gunfire 

coming from within the residence and a crisis entry was initiated.  As the SWAT Team 
entered the residence Jones retreated into a rear bedroom where the two juveniles 
were located.   
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As Officers approached the bedroom Jones began firing through the closed 
bedroom door with her handgun, striking one of the officers in the lower leg.  Jones, 
holding one of the two juvenile hostages and still armed, retreated into a bathroom 
where she attempted to barricade.  SWAT officers quickly removed the second 
remaining juvenile from the bedroom and breached the bathroom door, with one officer 
firing at Jones, striking her on the side of her face. 
 

The suspect was immediately taken into custody, provided emergency medical 
care, and transported to the UMC Trauma Center with non-life threatening injuries.  
Although the juveniles appeared unharmed during the incident both children were 
transported to Sunrise Hospital for medical evaluation.   Following that evaluation all 
three children were placed into the custody of Clark County Child Protective Services. 

 
The Officer struck in the leg by gunfire received superficial injuries and was 

treated and released at the scene. 
 
Jones has been booked in absentia on the charges of: 

 Kidnap, first degree (two counts), 

 Child endangerment with a deadly weapon (three counts), 

 Resisting an officer with a deadly weapon, and 

 Assault with a deadly weapon (domestic violence). 

 
A prior photograph of Jones accompanies this release. 
 
The officer involved in this incident has been placed on paid administrative leave. 

Per Department policy his identity will be released after 48 hours. 
 
The investigation into this incident remains ongoing and additional charges  

may be filed.  Anyone with any information concerning these crimes is urged to contact 
the LVMPD Homicide Section at 828-3521 or Crime Stoppers by phone at 385-5555 or 
on the internet at www.crimestoppersofnv.com. 
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