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UNDERSHERIFF DISCUSSES MARCH 3, 2014  
OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING 

 
Undersheriff Jim Dixon met with the media today to discuss additional details concerning the 
second LVMPD officer involved shooting of 2014.  This incident occurred on the northbound  
on-ramp of US Route 95 and Charleston Boulevard at approximately 3:38 p.m. on March 3, 
2014.   
 
Patrol officers responded to investigate a reported armed robbery at 72 Suzy Court.  A female 
called to report that a Hispanic male adult attempted to rob her husband, who was with their 19 
month old grandson, at gunpoint.  After leaving the residence, the suspect ran across the street 
to 73 Suzy Court where he approached another homeowner and her son and demanded her 
keys.  After the homeowner refused, the suspect ran north on Suzy Court.  The suspect tried the 
door handles on two other vehicles, but the doors were locked. 
 
Officer Brian Rich first arrived in the area, and once on Vallejo Court, he saw a Hispanic male 
matching the original description given by dispatch.  Officer Rich exited his vehicle and yelled at 
the suspect, who was approximately 60 feet away.  The suspect raised a revolver and pointed it 
at Officer Rich, who immediately took up a position of cover at his vehicle.  Officer Rich drew his 
firearm and the suspect ran towards the back wall of a residence.   
 
Officer Rich verbally challenged the suspect by yelling, “Police, drop the gun!”  The suspect 
once again turned and pointed his firearm at Officer Rich.  The suspect climbed onto a wall and 
walked west out of view of Officer Rich.  Officer Rich immediately broadcasted the information 
over the radio to arriving officers and the Metro Air Unit. The suspect jumped over a wall onto 
the US Route 95 on-ramp and began moving south towards Charleston.  Arriving officers 
followed the suspect, giving him commands to drop his gun. 
 
Officer Allyn Beck and Officer Rich began walking westbound on Charleston when they came 
face to face with the suspect.  Due to other officers already pursuing the suspect, and fearing a 
potential crossfire situation, Officers Rich and Beck moved out of the pursuing officers’ line of 
fire. 
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The suspect held the gun in his hand, above his head, and continued walking towards the 
officers.  Officers continued giving the suspect commands to drop his gun and surrender.  The 
suspect used his free hand to make the sign of the cross, lowered the gun to chest level, and 
pointed it in the direction of officers. 
 
Officer Garrett Escartin immediately realized that officers were about to be shot and fired four 
rounds at the suspect, striking him three times.  The suspect collapsed to the ground and 
dropped his firearm. 
 
Medical aid was immediately rendered to the suspect, and medical personnel transported him to 
the UMC Trauma Center, where he was listed in critical condition. 
 
The suspect was originally identified as Julio Estrada Lopez based on two Mexican identification 
cards in his possession.  He was subsequently identified as 42 year-old Manuel Rodriguez.   
Rodriguez is an illegal alien and has prior arrests for:  

 Possession of a Dangerous Weapon, 

 Carrying a Concealed Weapon, 

 Possession Stolen Vehicle,  

 Battery Domestic Violence, 

 Ex-felon Failure to Register, and 

 Numerous traffic offense arrests. 
 
Rodriguez was booked in absentia and once he has recovered, he will be transported to the 
Clark County Detention Center and booked on the following charges: 

 Assault with a Deadly Weapon on a Police Officer (4 counts), 

 Resisting Arrest with a Weapon (Gun), 

 Assault with a Deadly Weapon (2 counts), 

 Attempt Robbery with a Weapon (Gun) (2 counts), 

 Burglary Auto while in Possession of a Weapon (Gun) (2 counts), and 

 Attempted Grand Larceny of an Auto. 
 
The gun used by Rodriguez is a New Frontier 22 magnum six shot revolver.  The weapon was 
not registered or reported stolen. It was loaded with five live rounds and one spent round of 
ammunition.  Investigation up to this point suggests that Rodriguez never fired the weapon 
during this incident. 
 
The LVMPD Critical Incident Review Team (CIRT) is currently investigating this incident.  The 
results of the internal investigation will be forwarded to the Clark County District Attorney’s 
Office for review.   
 
To view the Undersheriff’s press conference please access the video link:  
http://youtu.be/VTBQQFEimSU 
 
The investigation into this incident remains ongoing.  Anyone with any information concerning 
this case is urged to contact the LVMPD Homicide Section at 828-3521 or to remain 
anonymous, contact Crime Stoppers by phone at 385-5555 or on the internet at 
www.crimestoppersofnv.com.   
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