
 

   ###  

Don’t forget to visit our web sites  
www.LVMPD.com or www.ProtectTheCity.com  

 

  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Director Carla Alston 
Sgt. John Sheahan 
Officer Laura Meltzer   
Officer Jose Hernandez 
Officer Larry Hadfield 
Officer Jesse Roybal   
  

ARMED WOMAN SHOT AFTER  
DOMESTIC DISPUTE 

 
On March 21, 2014 at approximately 9:20 p.m. LVMPD Communication received a call 

from a man stating his wife was armed with two kitchen knives.  The male further stated she had 
left the residents and was heading to the area of east Tropicana Avenue and Pecos Road.  
 
 A responding officer observed the suspect still armed with a knife walking westbound on 
east Tropicana Avenue near Celo Lane.  The officer immediately conducted a U-turn in order to 
make contact with her.  As the officer stopped the car, the female began crossing south through 
the westbound lanes of Tropicana.  Already out of her car, the officer attempted to use the patrol 
vehicle as a barrier between her and the suspect.  The female continued to advance and the 
officer was forced to fire 2 rounds striking the armed suspect.  The suspect was immediately 
transported to Sunrise Trauma Center where she is being treated for her wounds. 
 
 The suspect has been identified as 49 year old Tania Torres-Espinoza.  Torres-Espinoza 

has been booked in absentia and is charged with the following: 
1. Assault with a Deadly Weapon (domestic related) 
2. Assault with a Deadly Weapon on an officer 
3. Resisting a public officer with a weapon 
 
This is the 5th officer involved shooting of 2014.  Per LVMPD policy the identity of the officer 

involved will be released after 48 hours.  Captain Matt McCarthy of the LVMPD Office of Internal 
Oversight provided information on this incident.  The video can be viewed by clicking on this link 
http://youtu.be/GNGuG44lgCE 

 
This investigation remains ongoing.  Anyone with any information about this incident is 

urged to contact the LVMPD Force Investigation Section at 828-8452.  To remain anonymous 
contact Crime Stoppers by phone at 385-5555 or on the internet at www.crimestoppersofnv.com  
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