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Assistant Sheriff Brett Zimmerman 
Discusses August 16, 2020 OIS 

 
Assistant Sheriff Brett Zimmerman provided additional details of the officer involved 
shooting that occurred on August 30, 2020 near the intersection of Grand Teton and El 
Capitan Way.  The LVMPD received a 911 call stating that a male, later identified as 
Nicholas Tano, was outside of his ex-girlfriend’s residence armed with a handgun.  The 
caller was not on scene but provided a phone number for Tano’s ex-girlfriend who was 
inside of her residence near the 8900 block of Happy Stream. 
 
LVMPD communications was able to contact Tano’s ex-girlfriend who further stated that 
Tano was acting erratic and sending suicidal text messages.  As patrol officers arrived, 
they observed Tano leaving in a vehicle.  Officer Henessey and Officer Wennerberg 
began following Tano as he exited the housing development.  
 
Tano suddenly stopped and exited his vehicle near the intersection of Grand Teton and 
El Capitan Way and immediately walked to the trunk of the vehicle. At the same time 
officers got out of their patrol vehicles and began issuing Tano verbal commands to show 
his hands.  Tano ignored the commands and pulled out a handgun and fired 11 rounds 
at the officers. Both, Officer Hennessey and Officer Wennerberg returned fire.  Tano fled 
the immediate area on foot but was quickly located and contained by responding officers.  
The situation was treated as an open field barricade. The SWAT team and Crisis 
Negotiators responded to the scene and after several hours of negotiations, Tano 
surrendered peacefully. 
 
Tano was transported to the Clark County Detention Center and booked for two counts 
of attempt murder on a protected person, resisting with a firearm and eleven counts of 
discharging a firearm where persons may be endangered.  

Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department 
Office of Public Information 

  400-B S. Martin L. King Blvd. Las Vegas, NV 89106 
Office (702) 828-3394   Fax (702) 828-1550 

Joseph Lombardo, Sheriff
  

September 2, 2020 

http://www.lvmpd.com/
http://www.protectthecity.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LasVegasMetro
http://www.twitter.com/lvmpd
http://www.youtube.com/LasVegasPolice
http://instagram.com/lvmpd


 

   ###  
Don’t forget to visit our web sites  

www.LVMPD.com or www.ProtectTheCity.com   

 
A video of the briefing can be viewed by clicking on the following link: 
https://youtu.be/y63mXpynoAs 

 
This is the 13th officer involved shooting of 2020.  The LVMPD Force Investigation Team 
is conducting the investigation into the officers use of force in this incident.  The findings 
will be forwarded to the Clark County District Attorney’s Office for review.   
 
An examination of this incident is being conducted by the LVMPD Critical Incident Review 
Team.  This review focuses on policy, tactics and training as it relates to this use of force. 
 
This is an ongoing investigation.  Anyone with any information about this incident is urged 
to contact the LVMPD Force Investigation Team at 702-828-8452.  To remain 
anonymous, contact Crime Stoppers by phone at 702-385-5555, or on the internet at 
www.crimestoppersofnv.com. 
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