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I. 
PER

SO
N

S IN
VO

LVED

Involved O
fficers

N
am

e:  
 

 
 

C
orrections Sergeant Sam

uel M
endoza, P# 6897  

 
 

D
ate of hire:  

 
 

-00 
Area of assignm

ent: 
C

lark C
ounty D

etention C
enter (C

C
D

C
)  

Squad: 
C

BC
3  

 
 

 
 

C
all sign: 

 
 

 
 

 
Shift hours: 

 
 

 
1700-0500 hours 

D
ays off: 

 
 

 
Thursday/Friday/Saturday 

Statem
ent given to FIT: 

N
o

N
am

e:  
 

 
 

C
orrections O

fficer Aaron M
osely, P# 6887   

 
D

ate of hire:  
 

 
-00 

Area of assignm
ent: 

C
C

D
C

  
 

Squad: 
C

BC
3  

 
 

 
 

Shift hours: 
 

 
 

1800-0600 hours 
D

ays off: 
 

 
 

Thursday/Friday/Saturday 
Statem

ent given to FIT: 
N

o

N
am

e:  
 

 
 

C
orrections Sergeant R

ichard N
ew

m
an, P# 7623  

 
 

D
ate of hire:  

 
 

-02 
Area of assignm

ent: 
C

C
D

C
  

 
Squad: 

STD
1  

 
 

 
 

C
all sign: 

 
 

 
 

 
Shift hours: 

 
 

 
1700-0500 hours 

D
ays off: 

 
 

 
Sunday/M

onday/Tuesday 
Statem

ent given to FIT: 
N

o

N
am

e:  
 

 
 

C
orrections O

fficer Jerem
y Stew

art, P# 6302  
 

 
D

ate of hire:  
 

 
-99  

Area of assignm
ent: 

C
C

D
C

  
 

Squad: 
C

BC
1  

 
 

 
 

Shift hours: 
 

 
 

1800-0600 hours 
D

ays off: 
 

 
 

Thursday/Friday/Saturday 
Statem

ent given to FIT: 
N

o
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D
ecedent  

N
am

e: 
N

icholas Farah
Also know

n as: (AKA) 
John “Valley V

iew
” D

oe
D

ate of birth (D
O

B): 
-83

Social Security num
ber (SSN

): 
: 

R
ace: 

W
hite 

H
eight/W

eight: 
5'6”/156 pounds 

H
air/Eyes: 

Brow
n/Blue 

Address: 
545 E. C

oolidge Avenue 
Appleton, W

I 54915 
Phone num

ber: 
920-224-3980 

II. 
PER

SO
N

S AT TH
E SC

EN
E

The m
ajority of LVM

PD
 personnel w

ho arrived on this event w
ere docum

ented on the LVM
PD

 
unit log. R

efer to the unit log for a com
plete listing of those individual’s nam

es, personnel 
num

bers, and call signs.   

The below
 listed persons responded to the prim

ary and/or secondary incident scene(s) of this 
event but w

ere not on the LVM
PD

 unit log.  

PO
LIC

E EM
PLO

YEE ASSISTAN
C

E PR
O

G
R

AM
 (PEAP)

1) 
Peer C

ounselor D
onyale Bailey 

P# 5910 
 

2) 
Peer C

ounselor C
ynthia W

illiam
s 

P# 8466 

C
LAR

K
 C

O
U

N
TY O

FFIC
E O

F TH
E C

O
R

O
NER

/M
ED

IC
AL EXAM

IN
ER

 (C
C

O
C

M
E) 

1) 
Investigator R

osalind Flores 

C
C

O
C

M
E case: 

19-01684 
Tim

e & date of death:   2159 hours on M
arch 31,2019  

Seal:  
0074728 

 

M
O

R
TU

AR
Y – D

AVIS FU
N

ER
AL H

O
M

ES &
 M

EM
O

R
IAL PAR

K
  

1) 
G

. Vankat 

C
O

LLEC
TIVE B

AR
G

AIN
IN

G
 ASSO

C
IATIO

N
S 

LAS VEG
AS PO

LIC
E PR

O
TEC

TIVE ASSO
C

IATIO
N

 (LVPPA) 
1) 

R
epresentative John Abel 

P# 9835 
2) 

R
epresentative M

yron H
am

m
 

P# 6675 

N
ATIO

N
AL LATIN

O
 PO

LIC
E O

FFIC
ER

S ASSO
C

IATIO
N

 (N
LPO

A) 
1) 

Jose H
ernandez 

P# 5850 
2) 

Attorney Stacey Perez 
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 M
ED

IC
AL PER

SO
N

N
EL  

 
AM

ER
IC

AN
 M

ED
IC

AL R
ESPO

N
SE (AM

R
) – U

N
IT 126 

 LAS VEG
AS FIR

E &
 R

ESC
U

E – R
ESC

U
E 201 

 N
APH

C
AR

E (M
ED

IC
AL PER

SO
N

N
EL B

ASED
 AT C

C
D

C
) 

1) 
Physician Assistant R

ay M
ontenegro 

2) 
Em

ergency M
edical Technician C

ollin Petrielius 
3) 

Em
ergency M

edical Technician Kim
 Soffe 

 U
N

IVER
SITY M

ED
IC

AL C
EN

TER
 (U

M
C

) EM
ER

G
EN

C
Y R

O
O

M
 (ER

) 
1) 

D
octor H

ughes 
 

III. 
IN

C
ID

EN
T D

ETAILS 
 O

n M
arch 31, 2019 at approxim

ately 1955 hours, an em
ployee from

 the La Q
uinta Inn located 

at 4975 S. Valley View
 Boulevard, later identified as Laurie Jordan, called 9-1-1 to request 

police assistance for a m
ale w

ho had entered the hotel and stated he had been robbed. Jordan 
placed the m

ale, later identified as N
icholas Farah, on the telephone w

ith the Las Vegas 
M

etropolitan Police D
epartm

ent (LVM
PD

) call taker. Farah inform
ed the call taker that he 

w
ished to rem

ain anonym
ous, then the call w

as suddenly disconnected. The call taker recalled 
the La Q

uinta Inn one m
inute later and w

as again able to speak w
ith Farah. Farah inform

ed 
the call taker that he had been drinking, and w

as w
alking w

ith a stranger w
ho punched him

 
and stole his backpack. Farah inform

ed the call taker num
erous tim

es that he did not w
ant to 

press charges, and refused to give a description of the person w
ho had taken his belongings. 

Farah stated he just w
anted a ride, and w

as told LVM
PD

 could not assist w
ith that. 

 After the phone call to LVM
PD

, Jordan assisted Farah in calling for a taxi; how
ever, w

hen the 
taxi arrived Farah did not get into the vehicle. Farah w

as not a guest of the hotel, and refused 
to leave. Jordan believed Farah w

as intoxicated and possibly under the influence of som
e sort 

of narcotic, so she asked him
 to leave. W

hen Farah refused to leave the property after being 
asked, Jordan again contacted LVM

PD
. O

n M
arch 31, 2019, at approxim

ately 2013 hours, 
Jordan spoke to LVM

PD
 D

ispatch and asked for police assistance in escorting Farah off the 
property.  
 Enterprise Area C

om
m

and (EAC
) O

fficers G
abriel Villanueva and D

aniel D
em

arinis w
ere the 

first to arrive at the La Q
uinta Inn. W

hen they arrived they parked near the front doors of the 
business, then m

ade contact w
ith Jordan, w

ho w
as outside w

aiting for them
. As Jordan w

as 
explaining the situation to O

fficers Villanueva and D
em

arinis, Farah approached the front door 
of the business, and the officers m

ade contact w
ith him

 in the open doorw
ay. 

 O
fficers attem

pted to explain to Farah w
hy they w

ere there, and asked him
 m

ultiple tim
es to 

identify him
self; Farah refused. After approxim

ately four m
inutes, Farah w

as told by the officers 
to exit the business and stand in front of an LVM

PD
 patrol vehicle. Farah, w

ho w
as still 

standing in the doorw
ay, turned his body and appeared as if he w

as going to go back inside of 
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 the La Q
uinta Inn. The officers then each took Farah by an arm

 and escorted him
 to the front 

of the patrol vehicle w
here he w

as placed in handcuffs.  
 As Farah stood at the front of the patrol vehicle, officers again asked Farah for his nam

e, 
w

here he w
as from

, and w
hat happened to him

, but again he refused to answ
er. The officers 

held Farah by the arm
s during the course of the contact due to him

 tightening up his body and 
attem

pting to pull aw
ay from

 them
. Farah's dem

eanor and responses to the officers continued 
for approxim

ately fourteen m
inutes. Farah becam

e m
ore aggressive and began to actively pull 

aw
ay from

 O
fficers Villanueva and D

em
arinis, so they requested an additional officer to the 

scene to help them
 safely place Farah in the back of the patrol vehicle.    

 O
fficers Villanueva and D

em
arinis w

ere joined by O
fficer Sam

uelito Q
uijano w

ho assisted in 
controlling Farah. Farah continued to pull aw

ay from
 officers as he w

as escorted to a patrol 
vehicle, placed in the backseat, and secured using a seatbelt. O

fficer Villanueva then 
transported Farah to the C

lark C
ounty D

etention C
enter (C

C
D

C
). D

ue to the resistance show
n 

by Farah, O
fficer Villanueva notified D

ispatch of a C
ode 5, or a com

bative prisoner, and 
requested for the cam

era in the jail to be activated. 
 W

hen O
fficer Villanueva arrived at C

C
D

C
, corrections officers w

ere w
aiting for Farah in the 

sally port area w
ith a C

ode 5 restraint chair. The corrections officers m
ade contact w

ith Farah, 
w

ho stated that he w
ould be cooperative. Farah w

as taken out of the car, and w
hile being 

searched tensed up his body. The corrections officers then placed Farah into the C
ode 5 

restraint chair. 
 C

orrections 
Sergeants 

R
ichard 

N
ew

m
an and 

Sam
uel M

endoza, along w
ith C

orrections 
O

fficers Aaron M
osely and Jerem

ey Stew
art, held Farah dow

n in the chair. Farah’s head w
as 

pushed dow
n in betw

een his legs and his handcuffed arm
s raised upw

ard at the sam
e tim

e so 
the cuffs could be rem

oved. The corrections officers secured Farah into the chair and turned to 
proceed into C

C
D

C
. Em

ergency M
edical Technicians Kim

 Soffe and C
ollin Petrielius checked 

on Farah, noticed his coloring w
as off, and called for Physician Assistant R

ay M
ontenegro.  

 O
fficers started cardiopulm

onary resuscitation (C
PR

) on Farah w
hile m

edical staff and Las 
Vegas Fire D

epartm
ent (LVFD

) personnel w
ere requested. The autom

ated external defibrillator 
(AED

) w
as also utilized on Farah. Farah w

as transported to U
niversity M

edical C
enter (U

M
C

) 
Em

ergency R
oom

 (ER
) w

here he w
as pronounced deceased at 2159 hours by D

octor H
ughes. 

 U
pon arrival of investigators, Sergeant D

ana Pickerel, P# 7940, conducted a briefing. The 
follow

ing persons w
ere present: 

 1) 
Lieutenant Erik Lloyd, P# 3955 

2) 
Sergeant D

ouglas Ericsson, P# 4897 
3) 

D
etective Trever Alsup, P# 5782 

4) 
D

etective M
arc C

olon, P# 7585 
5) 

D
etective C

layborne H
ow

ell, P# 9634 
6) 

D
etective Jason Leavitt, P# 5814 

7) 
D

etective Scott M
endoza, P# 6878  

8) 
D

etective Blake Penny, P# 6042 
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 9) 
O

fficer Jerem
y R

obertson, P# 7626 
10) 

O
fficer G

abriel Villanueva, P# 16411 
11) 

C
rim

e Scene Analyst (C
SA) Supervisor Jeffrey Sm

ink, P# 6556 
12) 

C
SA Sam

antha Bennick, P# 15289 
13) 

C
SA C

laire Brow
ning, P# 15291 

14) 
C

oroner Investigator R
osalind Flores 

 Follow
ing the briefing, D

etective M
endoza w

as assigned as the lead case agent and tasked 
w

ith the responsibility of docum
enting the crim

e scene w
ith crim

e scene analysts. D
etectives 

Alsup, C
olon, Leavitt, and Penny w

ere assigned to interview
 available w

itnesses. It w
as soon 

learned Sergeant M
endoza w

as involved in the incident, at w
hich tim

e Sergeant Ericsson had 
D

etective M
endoza recuse him

self from
 the investigation. D

etective Leavitt w
as then assigned 

the responsibility of lead case agent, and D
etective M

endoza left the scene. 
 IV. 

B
O

D
Y W

O
R

N
 C

AM
ER

AS 
 O

fficer D
aniel D

em
arinis 

 O
fficer D

em
arinis w

as w
earing a body w

orn cam
era (BW

C
) at the tim

e of the incident, and the 
cam

era w
as activated. O

fficer D
em

arinis’ cam
era footage depicted him

 arrive in the area of the 
La Q

uinta Inn at 4975 S. Valley View
 Boulevard, and continue past the location as he 

appeared to be w
aiting for another unit.  As another officer (O

fficer Villanueva) arrived in the 
area, O

fficer D
em

arinis drove around to the front entrance of the La Q
uinta Inn and parked. 

O
fficer Villanueva m

ade contact w
ith Laurie Jordan, an em

ployee of the business. W
hile 

O
fficer Villanueva talked w

ith Jordan, O
fficer D

em
arinis saw

 a m
ale (N

icholas Farah) w
alking 

inside the business w
ho m

atched the description of the subject Jordan had called police to 
report. Farah w

as w
earing a blue baseball style hat, a baggy green hooded sw

eatshirt, w
as 

carrying a cup, and appeared to place som
ething into the front pocket on his sw

eatshirt.  
 Farah m

oved tow
ard the front door of the hotel and O

fficer D
em

arinis m
ade contact w

ith him
 in 

the doorw
ay. O

fficer D
em

arinis asked Farah to exit the business because Farah had been 
asked to leave the property, but Farah did not com

ply. Farah refused to give the officers his 
nam

e or any personal inform
ation, and stated that people w

ere stealing from
 him

 and robbed 
him

. W
hen asked about the robbery, Farah refused to give any further inform

ation about it. The 
interaction betw

een Farah and the officers lasted for approxim
ately five m

inutes before Farah 
began to w

alk back into the hotel. O
fficer D

em
arinis then took Farah by the right arm

, O
fficer 

Villanueva took Farah by the left arm
, and they escorted Farah tow

ard the front of a patrol 
vehicle. 
 O

fficer Villanueva w
as directly behind Farah and placed him

 in handcuffs. O
fficer D

em
arinis 

stood just off of Farah's right side. O
fficer D

em
arinis asked over the police radio for another 

unit to assist them
 due to Farah being uncooperative. O

fficer Villanueva could be heard on 
cam

era telling Farah to relax and stop tensing up his body.  
 Farah did not provide any personal inform

ation to the officers, and he continued to tell officers 
that people had been stealing his clothes and identity. This interaction continued for over ten 
m

inutes. The officers told Farah to stop tensing his body and pushing against them
. O

fficer 
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 D
em

arinis placed his left arm
 on Farah's right shoulder and appeared to use his body w

eight to 
push Farah tow

ard the hood of the vehicle. O
fficer D

em
arinis asked over the radio channel 

how
 long until the additional unit w

ould arrive to assist. Farah then scream
ed, and appeared to 

attem
pt to pull aw

ay from
 the officers as they pushed his upper body dow

n tow
ard the hood of 

the vehicle.   
 O

fficer D
em

arinis requested over the radio for the additional officer to expedite to the scene. 
M

om
ents later O

fficer Q
uijano arrived on scene and im

m
ediately joined O

fficers Villanueva 
and D

em
arinis. O

fficer Q
uijano placed his hand on Farah’s head and pulled him

 tow
ard the 

vehicle, and O
fficers Villanueva and D

em
arinis attem

pted to control Farah’s body. An officer 
could be heard verbalizing a plan to the group on how

 they w
ould take Farah to another patrol 

vehicle. The officers then escorted Farah to the back passenger side rear quarter panel of one 
of the patrol vehicles. The officers placed Farah against the vehicle and conducted a search of 
his person prior to placing him

 inside the vehicle. O
nce inside the vehicle, Farah began 

thrashing his body and scream
ing that they "shot m

e up" as the officers w
orked to secure him

 
w

ith a seatbelt. After Farah w
as secured in the vehicle, O

fficer D
em

arinis m
ade a phone call to 

his sergeant and explained w
hat happened on the call. H

e inform
ed his sergeant that Farah 

w
ould be booked as a John D

oe, and that no use of force w
as used. There w

as also a 
conversation am

ong the officers reference Farah’s strength and their belief that it could have 
been from

 drug use. The cam
era w

as then deactivated. 
 O

fficer Sam
uelito Q

uijano 
 O

fficer Q
uijano w

as w
earing a body w

orn cam
era (BW

C
) at the tim

e of the incident, and the 
cam

era w
as activated. O

fficer Q
uijano’s cam

era footage depicted him
 driving tow

ard the La 
Q

uinta Inn located at 4975 S. Valley View
 Boulevard, and as he w

as preparing to turn onto the 
property a C

ode R
ed (em

ergency exists, em
ergency radio traffic only) w

as requested via radio 
broadcast.  
 O

fficer Q
uijano exited his vehicle and ran tow

ard the front of an LVM
PD

 patrol vehicle parked 
near the m

ain entrance doors of the business. O
fficers Villanueva and D

em
arinis w

ere at the 
front of the vehicle, and appeared to be restraining a m

ale (N
icholas Farah). Farah w

as 
w

earing a blue baseball style hat and a baggy green hooded sw
eatshirt. Farah yelled as 

O
fficer Q

uijano grabbed him
 by the top of the head and pulled him

 tow
ard the hood of the 

vehicle. O
fficer Villanueva, w

ho w
as sw

eating and appeared slightly out of breath, w
as behind 

Farah and farthest aw
ay from

 O
fficer Q

uijano. O
fficer Villanueva verbalized a plan to place 

Farah inside a patrol vehicle. Farah continued to yell and attem
pted to pull aw

ay from
 officers.  

 O
fficer Q

uijano stepped aw
ay from

 the other officers as he broadcast over the police radio that 
it w

as okay to clear the C
ode R

ed from
 the channel. O

nce O
fficer Q

uijano com
pleted his radio 

traffic he joined O
fficers Villanueva and D

em
arinis as they escorted Farah to one of the other 

patrol vehicles. The officers placed Farah against the back passenger side rear quarter panel 
of the vehicle and conducted a search of his person prior to placing him

 inside the vehicle. 
O

fficer Q
uijano then ran around to the driver side of that vehicle, opened the rear door and 

assisted w
ith pulling Farah into the vehicle; O

fficers Villanueva and D
em

arinis assisted from
 

the passenger side. Farah began thrashing his body and scream
ing as the officers w

orked to 
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 secure him
 in the backseat w

ith a seatbelt. O
nce Farah w

as secured in the back seat O
fficer 

Q
uijano deactivated his BW

C
. 

 O
fficer G

abriel Villanueva 
 O

fficer Villanueva w
as w

earing a BW
C

 at the tim
e of the incident, and the cam

era w
as 

activated. O
fficer V

illanueva’s cam
era footage depicted him

 arriving at 4975 S
. Valley V

iew
 

Boulevard and pulling behind another LVM
PD

 patrol vehicle (driven by O
fficer D

em
arinis). 

Both vehicles continued tow
ard the entrance of the La Q

uinta Inn. The officers exited their 
vehicles and m

ade contact in front of the business w
ith a fem

ale (Laurie Jordan). Jordan 
inform

ed the officers that a m
ale (N

icholas Farah) w
ent into the hotel about an hour prior, and 

told her he had been robbed. Jordan explained she attem
pted to help Farah by calling him

 a 
cab, but he did not get into the vehicle. Jordan explained that Farah appeared to have issues 
and w

as talking to him
self. 

 W
hile the officers w

ere out in front of the hotel, Farah approached the entrance doors and 
m

ade contact w
ith O

fficer D
em

arinis, w
ho stood closest to the doors. Farah refused to give the 

officers his nam
e or any personal inform

ation, and only stated that people w
ere stealing from

 
him

 and robbed him
. W

hen asked about the robbery, Farah refused to give any further 
inform

ation. This interaction betw
een Farah and the officers lasted approxim

ately five m
inutes 

before Farah m
oved to w

alk back into the hotel. O
fficer D

em
arinis then took Farah by the right 

arm
, O

fficer Villanueva took Farah by the left arm
, and they escorted him

 tow
ard the front of a 

patrol vehicle.  
 O

fficer Villanueva told Farah, w
ho w

as w
earing a large, green hooded sw

eatshirt, that he w
as 

going to m
ake sure he didn't have any w

eapons on him
, and placed both of Farah's hands 

behind his back. O
fficer Villanueva told Farah to relax his arm

s as he appeared to pull his 
upper body aw

ay and told the officers they w
eren't listening to him

. O
fficer Villanueva placed 

Farah in handcuffs w
hile they continued to try and get Farah's nam

e and other inform
ation 

from
 him

.  
 Farah did not provide any personal inform

ation to the officers. H
e told officers people had been 

stealing his clothes and identity. That interaction continued for over ten m
inutes. The officers 

told Farah to stop tensing his body and pushing against them
. They w

ere observed using their 
body w

eight to push Farah's body tow
ard the vehicle. As the officers held Farah against the 

vehicle, he scream
ed and appeared to try and pull aw

ay from
 them

.   
 O

fficer D
em

arinis requested over the police radio for an additional officer to expedite to the 
scene. M

om
ents later O

fficer Q
uijano arrived on scene and im

m
ediately joined O

fficers 
D

em
arinis and Villanueva. O

fficer Q
uijano placed his hands on Farah’s head and pulled him

 
tow

ard the hood of the vehicle, and O
fficers D

em
arinis and Villanueva attem

pted to control 
Farah’s body. The officers escorted Farah to the back passenger side rear quarter panel of 
one of the patrol vehicles. The officers placed Farah against the vehicle and conducted a 
search of his person prior to placing him

 inside the vehicle. O
nce inside the vehicle, Farah 

began thrashing his body and scream
ing that they "shot m

e up" w
hile the officers w

orked to 
secure him

 w
ith a seatbelt. Farah w

as secured in the vehicle and the cam
era w

as deactivated. 
 



LAS VEG
AS M

ETRO
PO

LITAN PO
LICE DEPARTM

ENT 
FO

R
C

E IN
VESTIG

ATIO
N

 TEAM
 R

EPO
R

T 
CO

NTINU
ATIO

N
 

Event: 190300151763 

LVM
PD

 Internal O
versight & C

onstitutional Policing Bureau        
 

         Page 11 of 32
Force Investigation Team

 

V. 
TH

IR
D

 PAR
TY VID

EO
 AN

D
 PH

O
TO

G
R

APH
IC

 EVID
EN

C
E

M
cC

arran International Airport 

D
etective Penny reached out to LVM

PD
 Problem

 Solving U
nit (PSU

) officers assigned to 
M

cC
arran International Airport. O

fficers w
ere able to view

 surveillance video from
 the airport 

and locate Farah as he exited his flight and landed in Las Vegas. Farah w
as observed on 

cam
era labeled T1C

B1L2-C
B1 w

ith an im
bedded tim

e and date stam
p of 03/31/2019 1:55:10 

PM
 as he exited the jet bridge into M

cC
arran's term

inal. Farah w
as w

earing a baseball style 
hat, green Adidas brand hooded sw

eatshirt, black pants and had a backpack on. O
fficers w

ere 
able to follow

 Farah on video as he m
ade his w

ay through the airport and ultim
ately to the taxi 

cab line. Farah w
as observed on cam

era labeled T1BC
SL1-D

O
O

R
06W

 on 03/31/2019 2:56:24 
PM

 w
hen he entered a Yellow

 C
ab. It w

as learned later this cab w
as driven by Joseph 

G
onzales w

ho w
as interview

ed. 

The video footage w
as not obtained by LVM

PD
 officers but screen captures w

ith tim
e and date 

stam
ps w

ere provided. The follow
ing are som

e of the screenshots taken of Farah. For 
additional screenshots, refer to the case file m

aintained by LVM
PD

.   

        
Above: Farah w

alking through M
cC

arran International Airport and Farah as he entered a Yellow
 C

ab 

Tow
n Square M

all

Video w
as obtained from

 the Tow
n Square Las Vegas shopping, dining, and entertainm

ent 
center located at 6605 S. Las Vegas Boulevard. The video surveillance for the property had a 
built in date and tim

e stam
p, as w

ell as docum
entation for w

hich cam
era w

as being view
ed. 

Farah w
as observed on video surveillance exiting a yellow

 cab at the tim
e stam

p of 16:24:09 
on the 209 – Building D

 – M
arket Place cam

era. Farah w
as captured on video surveillance 

w
andering around the property until approxim

ately 16:37:09 w
hen he w

as last seen on the 059 
– South P. G

. Level 3 southw
est cam

era. Farah w
alked east on Tow

n Square Parkw
ay, past 

M
iller's Ale H

ouse tow
ard Las Vegas Boulevard, and out of view

 of the surveillance cam
eras. 

Farah w
as not observed again on any other property surveillance cam

era. 
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R
ebel G

as Station – 3785 W
. Tropicana Avenue  

Video w
as obtained from

 the R
ebel G

as Station located at 3785 W
. Tropicana Avenue. This 

gas station w
as directly across the street from

 the La Q
uinta Inn w

here Farah w
as originally 

contacted by officers. The video w
as obtained by D

igital Forensics Laboratory (D
FL) D

etective 
C

ody Vigil, P# 14100, from
 the m

anager, M
itsu H

anam
ichi. M

ultiple cam
era angles w

ere 
captured from

 1500 hours through 2000 hours. The videos w
ere broken dow

n into 1,119 
exported videos. 

. The videos w
ere 

review
ed, and Farah w

as not observed during the tim
e fram

e m
entioned.  

C
lark C

ounty D
etention C

enter Surveillance C
am

eras

Video w
as obtained from

 C
C

D
C

 from
 three separate angles/cam

eras attached to the in-house 
surveillance system

. The three exterior cam
eras w

ere titled 
. The tw

o vehicle sally cam
eras w

ere specific to the 
air lock door leading into the facility. The below

 synopsis incorporates footage captured by all 
three surveillance cam

era view
s.  

At the tim
e stam

p of 9:10:30, a patrol vehicle w
as seen backing into the sally port area w

here 
tw

o corrections sergeants dressed in green LVM
PD

 utility uniform
s w

ere w
aiting. The patrol 

vehicle backed up as to be positioned adjacent to the air lock doors that led into the C
C

D
C

 
booking area. The tw

o corrections sergeants approached the vehicle, w
alked around the back 

to the driver side, and m
ade contact w

ith the driver before opening the rear driver side door. 
W

hile the corrections sergeants w
ere at the open back driver side door of the vehicle, tw

o 
corrections officers in tan LVM

PD
 uniform

s and a nurse exited C
C

D
C

. O
ne of the officers 

appeared to prepare the C
ode 5 restraint chair as the corrections sergeants and a patrol officer 

w
ent back around to the passenger side of the vehicle.  

The officers opened the rear passenger door of the vehicle and assisted Farah in exiting the 
vehicle. The tw

o corrections officers placed Farah against the vehicle and appeared to conduct 
a pat dow

n w
hile the sergeants stood aw

ay w
ith the nurse. It appeared the corrections officers 

had to press Farah forcefully against the vehicle, and subsequently w
ere joined by the tw

o 
corrections sergeants. O

ne of the corrections sergeants m
oved aw

ay from
 the vehicle and 

m
oved the restraint chair tow

ard the group. O
nce the chair w

as m
oved closer to the vehicle the 

other corrections officers w
alked Farah back tow

ard the chair and placed him
 in it.  

A fem
ale corrections officer exited C

C
D

C
, approached the group, and appeared to be holding 

a sm
all handheld cam

era. She w
as joined by another nurse. The group w

as huddled around 
Farah and it appeared they w

ere securing him
 in the restraint chair. The group began to m

ove 
aw

ay from
 Farah and it appeared he w

as in the chair w
ith only tw

o corrections officers w
orking 

to finish securing him
. O

nce Farah w
as secured, the chair w

as turned around and Farah w
as 

m
oved tow

ard the entrance door to C
C

D
C

. The first nurse w
ho had exited the facility stopped 

the officers from
 continuing inside the facility w

ith Farah. The nurse began looking at Farah 
w

hen the chair w
as pulled back into a m

ore open area. Farah w
as im

m
ediately rem

oved from
 

the chair and laid on the ground. M
ore personnel exited C

C
D

C
 and the m

edical cart w
as 

brought out as it appeared m
edical attention w

as being provided to Farah. The patrol officer 
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 m
oved his vehicle out of the sally port, w

hile C
C

D
C

 staff continued to provide m
edical attention 

to Farah until additional m
edical personnel arrived. 

 C
lark C

ounty D
etention C

enter H
andheld C

am
era 

 Video footage collected via a handheld cam
era used during interactions w

ith com
bative 

individuals w
as obtained from

 C
C

D
C

. The handheld cam
era did not m

ark a tim
e or date stam

p 
on the video. The video began inside the sally port of C

C
D

C
 as Farah w

as standing up against 
the rear passenger side of an LVM

PD
 m

arked patrol unit. There w
as a corrections officer at 

Farah's right side, one to his rear, and a corrections sergeant to Farah's left side. Farah could 
be heard yelling, "D

on't!" and "Q
uit!" as the corrections officers pressed him

 against the vehicle 
in order to control him

. Farah w
as standing w

ith his hands handcuffed behind his back. A voice 
w

as then heard announcing the date as M
arch 31, 2019, and tim

e of 2117, w
hich w

as 
standard procedure w

hen using the handheld cam
era.  

 The officers backed Farah aw
ay from

 the vehicle and placed him
 in the C

ode 5 restraint chair, 
and the person narrating gave a brief synopsis of w

hy the chair w
as being used. The narrator 

gave instruction to the corrections officers as to w
hich straps to lock dow

n first in order to 
rem

ove the handcuffs. As the officers strapped Farah dow
n, his low

er head and neck area 
w

ere held dow
n as the corrections officers pushed Farah’s upper body dow

n tow
ard his knees. 

W
ith Farah’s head in betw

een his knees, the officers pulled his arm
s, w

hich w
ere behind him

, 
upw

ard to rem
ove the handcuffs that had been placed on him

. The handcuffs w
ere rem

oved, 
the corrections officers repositioned Farah’s arm

s, and new
 handcuffs w

ere placed on him
. 

O
nce new

 handcuffs w
ere placed on Farah, they sat him

 back up and continued to strap him
 

into the restraint chair.  
 As the officers finished tightening the straps, they gave their nam

es and personnel (P) 
num

bers to the cam
era operator prior to the cam

era being deactivated. 
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VI. 
H

O
SPITAL  

O
n M

arch 31,
2019, at approxim

ately 2212 hours, C
SA Brow

ning responded U
M

C
 ER

 to
photograph and docum

ent the body of N
icholas Farah, and photograph and collect evidence. 

The follow
ing are som

e of the photographs taken of Farah. For additional details,
refer to 

Appendix A to view
 C

SA Brow
ning’s corresponding C

rim
e Scene Investigation R

eport in its 
entirety.   

  
     

Above: The body of N
icholas Farah at U

M
C

 ER
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VII. 
D

ESC
R

IPTIO
N

 O
F THE SC

EN
E AN

D
 VISIBLE EVID

EN
C

E

O
n April 1, 2019,

at approxim
ately 0059 hours, C

SA Brow
ning responded to C

C
D

C
to 

photograph and docum
ent the scene, and photograph evidence. The follow

ing are som
e of the 

photographs taken of the overall scene. For additional details,refer to Appendix A to view
 C

SA 
Brow

ning’s corresponding C
rim

e Scene Investigation R
eport in its entirety.   

Above: The sally port area of C
C

D
C

. 

    
Above: The C

ode 5 restraint chair used to restrain Farah w
hile at C

C
D

C
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O
n April 1, 2019, at approxim

ately 0303 hours, C
SA Brow

ning responded to the La Q
uinta Inn

to photograph and docum
ent the scene.The follow

ing are som
e of the photographs taken of 

the overall scene. For additional details, refer to Appendix A to view
 C

SA B
row

ning’s 
corresponding C

rim
e Scene Investigation R

eport in its entirety.   

Above: The front entryw
ay of the La Q

uinta Inn at 4975 S. Valley View
 Boulevard 

VIII. 
AU

TO
PSY  

O
n 

April 
1,

2019, 
at 

approxim
ately 

0945 
hours, 

under 
C

lark 
C

ounty 
O

ffice 
of 

the 
C

oroner/M
edical Exam

iner (C
C

O
C

M
E) case 19-01684, an autopsy w

as perform
ed on the body 

of N
icholas A. Farah at the C

C
O

C
M

E by D
octor Lisa G

avin.

The follow
ing persons w

ere in attendance: 

1) 
Forensic Technician R

ita Aiken 
2) 

D
etective Leavitt 

The follow
ing item

s of evidence w
ere im

pounded: 

1) 
O

ne buccal sw
ab kit from

 John "Valley View
" D

oe, later identified as N
icholas Farah 

2) 
O

ne green and black Adidas brand pullover hooded sw
eatshirt, size L 

3) 
O

ne pair of black and red Adidas brand pants, size M
 

4) 
O

ne pair of black and gray H
anes striped boxer shorts, size L 

The follow
ing w

ounds/injuries w
ere noted on Farah: 

1) 
Asphyxia during restraining procedures including blunt force injuries 

2) 
M

etham
phetam

ine intoxication
3) 

O
besity (BM

I = 30.7) 
4) 

M
inim

al degenerative changes of m
itral valve  

5) 
Injuries related to resuscitation  
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U
pon the com

pletion of toxicology testing, the follow
ing results w

ere noted: 

After a com
plete autopsy, D

octor G
avin opined N

icholas Farah died as a result of asphyxia 
during 

restraining 
procedures. 

O
ther 

significant 
contributing 

conditions 
include 

m
etham

phetam
ine intoxication and obesity. The m

anner of death w
as hom

icide.  
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IX. 
PER

SO
N

S C
O

N
TAC

TED
  

In addition to the people previously identified in Section I of this report, the follow
ing persons 

w
ere contacted in reference to their know

ledge of the facts and circum
stances related to the 

incident:  

LVM
PD

 O
fficers/Personnel

N
am

e:
D

aniel D
em

arinis 
D

ate of hire: 
-14

Area of assignm
ent: 

EAC
Squad: 

EA34 
C

all sign: 
Vehicle: 

EA18107 
Shift hours: 

1430-0030 hours 
D

ays off: 
W

ednesday/Thursday/Friday 
W

itness officer; provided an audio recorded interview
  

N
am

e:
Sam

uelito Q
uijano

D
ate of hire: 

-17  
Area of assignm

ent: 
EAC

Squad: 
EA34 

C
all sign: 

Vehicle: 
EA10501 

Shift hours: 
1430-0030 hours 

D
ays off: 

W
ednesday/Thursday/Friday 

W
itness officer; provided an audio recorded interview

 

N
am

e:
C

orrections O
fficer Christy Snapp, P #7226 

D
ate of hire: 

-01  
Area of assignm

ent: 
C

C
D

C
Squad: 

C
entral Booking 3 

Shift hours: 
1800-0600 hours 

D
ays off: 

Thursday/Friday/Saturday  
W

itness officer; provided an audio recorded interview
 

N
am

e:
G

abriel Villanueva 
D

ate of hire: 
-17  

Area of assignm
ent: 

EAC
Squad: 

EA34 
C

all sign: 
Vehicle: 

EA10506 
Shift hours: 

1430-0030 hours 
D

ays off: 
W

ednesday/Thursday/Friday 
W

itness officer; provided an audio recorded interview
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C
ivilians

N
am

e: 
 

 
Joseph Patrick G

onzalez
W

ork Address: 
5225 W

. Post R
oad 

Las Vegas, N
V 89118 

Phone num
ber: 

Em
ployer: 

Yellow
 C

ab 
O

ccupation: 
D

river 
W

itness; provided a non-recorded interview
 

N
am

e:
Laurie Jordan 

D
O

B: 
-77 

 
SSN

: 
Address: 

3890 G
raphic C

enter D
r., #1063 

Las Vegas, N
V 89118

Phone num
ber: 

Em
ployer: 

La Q
uinta Inn 

O
ccupation: 

Front desk clerk 
W

itness; provided a w
ritten statem

ent and audio recorded interview
 

N
am

e:
R

ay M
ontenegro 

D
O

B: 
-71

Phone num
ber: 

Em
ployer: 

N
aphC

are 
O

ccupation: 
Physician assistant 

Shift hours: 
1900-0730 hours 

D
ays off: 

W
ednesday/Thursday/Friday/Saturday  

W
itness; provided an

audio recorded interview
 

N
am

e:
C

ollin Petrelius 
D

O
B: 

-98
Phone num

ber: 
Em

ployer: 
N

aphC
are 

O
ccupation: 

Em
ergency m

edical technician  
Shift hours: 

1800-0630 hours 
D

ays off: 
W

ednesday/Thursday/Friday/Saturday  
W

itness; provided an audio recorded interview
 

N
am

e:
K

im
 Soffe 

D
O

B: 
-90

Phone num
ber: 

Em
ployer: 

N
aphC

are 
O

ccupation: 
EM

T 
Shift hours: 

1800-0630 hours 
D

ays off: 
Thursday/Friday/Saturday  

W
itness; provided an audio recorded interview
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 X. 
IN

VESTIG
ATIO

N
  

 Involved O
fficers 

 Per LVM
PD

 Policy 6/002.04, Post U
se of Force Procedures, an involved officer m

ay provide a 
recorded statem

ent to FIT investigators. If given, involved officer statem
ents are taken at least 

48 hours after the incident unless w
aived by the involved officer.  

O
fficer Aaron M

osely  
 O

n April 1, 2019, at approxim
ately 0315 hours, Lieutenant Lloyd contacted O

fficer M
osely to 

see if he w
ould provide a voluntary statem

ent to FIT investigators; O
fficer M

osely declined.  

O
fficer Jerem

y Stew
art 

 O
n April 1, 2019, at approxim

ately 0320 hours, Lieutenant Lloyd contacted O
fficer Stew

art to 
see if he w

ould provide a voluntary statem
ent to FIT investigators; O

fficer Stew
art declined.  

Sergeant Sam
uel M

endoza 
 O

n April 2, 2019, at approxim
ately 1347 hours, Sergeant M

endoza contacted D
etective Leavitt 

to inform
 D

etective Leavitt he w
ould not provide a voluntary statem

ent to FIT investigators.  

Sergeant R
ichard N

ew
m

an 
 O

n April 2, 2019, at approxim
ately 1915 hours, Sergeant N

ew
m

an contacted D
etective Leavitt 

to inform
 D

etective Leavitt he w
ould not provide a voluntary statem

ent to FIT investigators.  

W
itnesses 

 O
fficer Sam

uelito Q
uijano 

 O
n April 1, 2019, at approxim

ately 0115 hours, D
etective Penny conducted an audio recorded 

interview
 w

ith O
fficer Q

uijano at 4975 S. Valley View
 Boulevard. Also present for the interview

 
w

as LVPPA representative John Abel. Below
 is a sum

m
ary of the interview

; for com
plete 

details refer to the interview
 transcript. 

 O
fficer Q

uijano stated officers w
ere dispatched to a disturbance call in reference to a m

ale 
(N

icholas Farah) acting erratically inside of a business. O
fficers Villanueva and D

em
arinis 

w
ere dispatched. After arriving on scene, O

fficer D
em

arinis advised over the radio Farah w
as 

not listening to com
m

ands, and he requested a third unit. 
 O

fficer Q
uijano arrived, and saw

 Farah w
as already in handcuffs and standing in front of a 

patrol car. Farah still w
asn’t being com

pliant and w
as m

oving around, so O
fficer Q

uijano held 
his head to prevent Farah from

 head-butting officers. Farah continued to resist, so officers 
decided to place Farah in the back of a patrol car. W

hile m
oving Farah to the backseat of the 

vehicle, he tried to break the officer’s grip and dropped his body w
eight. Farah w

as eventually 
secured in the backseat of O

fficer V
illanueva’s patrol car. 
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 Prior to being transported, O
fficer Q

uijano checked Farah and stated he w
as okay. O

fficer 
Villanueva transported Farah to C

C
D

C
, and advised D

ispatch Farah w
as going to be C

ode 5 
(com

bative prisoner).   
 O

fficer G
abriel Villanueva 

 O
n April 1, 2019, at approxim

ately 0118 hours, D
etective Leavitt conducted an audio recorded 

interview
 w

ith O
fficer Villanueva at U

M
C

 ER
. Also present for the interview

 w
as LVPPA 

representative M
yron H

am
m

. Below
 is a sum

m
ary of the interview

; for com
plete details refer to 

the interview
 transcript.  

 O
fficer Villanueva w

as dispatched to a disturbance call at the La Q
uinta Inn located at 4975 S. 

Valley View
 Boulevard. The details stated a m

ale (N
icholas Farah) had refused to take a taxi 

w
hich had been requested, refused to leave the prem

ises, and w
as talking in and out of the 

business. O
fficers Villanueva and D

em
arinis arrived and approached the business together. 

O
fficer Villanueva m

ade contact w
ith La Q

uinta Inn em
ployee Laurie Jordan, w

ho explained 
Farah's dem

eanor, and that she needed Farah to leave.  
 The officers m

ade contact w
ith Farah at the front entryw

ay of the business. Farah stated he 
had been robbed, but refused to give the officers any further inform

ation, including his nam
e or 

other identifying inform
ation. Farah w

as given m
ultiple chances to leave the prem

ises, but he 
refused. Farah w

as led to the front of a patrol vehicle and w
as placed in handcuffs by O

fficer 
Villanueva. Farah continued to be uncooperative, and becam

e resistive. Farah tensed his body 
and attem

pted to push back on the officers. The officers used their body w
eight to keep Farah 

against the vehicle.   
 A request w

as m
ade over the radio for an additional officer to assist O

fficers Villanueva and 
D

em
arinis. O

fficer Q
uijano arrived and assisted w

ith m
oving Farah to the rear of a patrol 

vehicle, and getting him
 secured in the vehicle for transport to C

C
D

C
. C

C
D

C
 personnel w

ere 
advised of a C

ode 5 (com
bative prisoner). U

pon arrival at C
C

D
C

, O
fficer Villanueva w

as m
et in 

the sally port by correction officers.  
 The corrections officers rem

oved Farah from
 the vehicle, and placed him

 at the rear of the 
vehicle as they rem

oved his shoes and socks. Farah becam
e uncooperative and refused to 

rem
ove personal item

s for the officers. The corrections officers m
oved Farah and placed him

 in 
the restraint chair. O

fficer Villanueva did not perceive anything abnorm
al about the w

ay Farah 
w

as placed in the restraint chair. O
fficer V

illanueva observed a nurse w
ho stated Farah’s 

coloring did not look right; Farah w
as then rem

oved from
 the chair and m

edical treatm
ent w

as 
provided.  
 O

fficer D
aniel D

em
arinis 

 O
n April 1, 2019, at approxim

ately 0236 hours, D
etective Alsup conducted an audio recorded 

interview
 w

ith O
fficer D

em
arinis at C

C
D

C
. Also present for the interview

 w
as 

LVPPA 
representative John Abel. Below

 is a sum
m

ary of the interview
; for com

plete details refer to the 
interview

 transcript.  
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 O
fficer D

em
arinis w

as dispatched to a disturbance call at the La Q
uinta Inn located at 4975 S. 

Valley View
 Boulevard. D

etails of the call stated a w
hite m

ale adult w
earing a green sw

eatshirt 
and black pants w

as in the lobby and refusing to leave. The person reporting stated the m
ale 

had requested a cab, but refused to get in the cab w
hen it arrived. The m

ale also stated he 
had been robbed earlier in the day. 
 O

fficers D
em

arinis and Villanueva arrived and m
ade contact w

ith the m
ale (N

icholas Farah), 
w

ho w
as standing in the doorw

ay to the lobby of the m
otel. O

fficers talked to Farah for several 
m

inutes trying to ascertain his identity. Farah w
ould not provide the officers w

ith any 
inform

ation other than to say som
eone w

as trying to steal his identity. Farah attem
pted to w

alk 
aw

ay from
 officers and into the lobby of the m

otel, at w
hich tim

e the officers grabbed Farah by 
the arm

s to prevent him
 from

 entering the business. Farah w
as not com

pliant w
ith the officers; 

he tensed his arm
s and tried to push aw

ay from
 them

. 
 O

fficers D
em

arinis and Villanueva used the m
inim

al am
ount of force necessary to place Farah 

in handcuffs and escorted him
 to the front of a patrol vehicle. The officers asked for another 

unit to assist w
ith getting Farah in the patrol vehicle. O

fficer D
em

arinis, a crisis intervention 
team

 trained officer, did not observe any signs of excited delirium
, but believed Farah m

ay 
have been under the influence of a narcotic.  
 O

nce the third officer arrived, the officers used the m
inim

al am
ount of force necessary to place 

Farah into the patrol vehicle. Even after being placed in the patrol vehicle, Farah still refused to 
identify him

self, and only said item
s w

ere taken from
 him

. Farah w
as then transported to 

C
C

D
C

. 
 K

im
 Soffe 

 O
n April 1, 2019, at approxim

ately 0245 hours, D
etective Penny conducted an audio recorded 

interview
 w

ith Kim
 Soffe at C

C
D

C
. Below

 is a sum
m

ary of the interview
; for com

plete details 
refer to the interview

 transcript. 
 Soffe w

as w
orking in the booking area of C

C
D

C
 w

hen she and other personnel w
ere advised 

of a C
ode 5 subject being transported to the jail. C

orrections officers and Soffe responded to 
the sally port and w

aited for the prisoner (N
icholas Farah) to arrive. 

 U
pon the patrol car arriving, a corrections sergeant spoke to Farah prior to having him

 exit the 
patrol car. U

pon Farah being rem
oved from

 the vehicle, Soffe observed Farah’s pupils w
ere 

dilated and he w
as sw

eating. Soffe called the physician assistant (R
ay M

ontenegro) and 
requested he respond to the sally port due to her observations. 
 As corrections officers w

ere dealing w
ith Farah, he becam

e com
bative and w

as placed in the 
restraint chair. W

hile in the chair, officers bent Farah forw
ard to rem

ove him
 from

 handcuffs; he 
then becam

e quiet. After Farah w
as sat up, officers turned the chair around and Soffe noticed 

Farah w
as a gray-blue color in the face. Soffe perform

ed a sternum
 rub and did not get a 

response. Soffe then used an am
m

onia inhalant, but Farah did not respond. Soffe discovered 
Farah w

as not breathing and did not have a pulse. 
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 Soffe requested Farah be rem
oved from

 the restraint chair and laid on his side. Soffe again 
checked for a pulse and did not locate one. A C

ode 99 (m
edical em

ergency) w
as called and 

S
offe started C

P
R

. After a short tim
e, S

offe’s partner (C
ollin Petrelius) took over C

PR
. 

 Soffe tried to start an intravenous (IV) line and discovered Farah had track m
arks on his arm

s, 
and w

as unable to find a usable vein. As additional m
edical personnel arrived, an AED

 w
as 

applied and the m
achine advised not to shock (the AED

 m
achine m

onitors the heart and 
determ

ines if an electrical shock should be applied or not). Am
erican M

edical R
esponse (AM

R
) 

personnel arrived and Farah w
as transported to the hospital. 

 C
ollin Petrelius  

 O
n April 1, 2019, at approxim

ately 0303 hours, D
etective Penny conducted an audio recorded 

interview
 w

ith C
ollin Petrelius at C

C
D

C
. Below

 is a sum
m

ary of the interview
; for com

plete 
details refer to the interview

 transcript. 
 Petrelius w

as w
orking in the booking area of C

C
D

C
 w

hen he and other personnel w
ere 

advised of a C
ode 5 subject being transported to the jail. Petrelius did not know

 the prisoner 
(N

icholas Farah) arrived until he heard scream
ing from

 the sally port. As Petrelius w
alked 

outside, he saw
 Farah struggling and resisting as he w

as placed in the restraint chair. 
 C

orrections officers placed a hobble around Farah’s legs, and Petrelius saw
 Farah w

as not 
m

oving. W
hen the restraint chair w

as turned around, Petrelius saw
 Farah w

as blue in the face. 
P

etrelius’ partner (Kim
 Soffe) perform

ed a sternum
 rub and used an am

m
onia inhalant, but did 

not get a response from
 Farah. Farah did not have a pulse, and w

as rem
oved from

 the 
restraint chair. 
 After being placed on the ground, Farah's pulse w

as checked again. Farah w
as not breathing 

and did not have a pulse. Soffe started C
PR

 and Petrelius eventually relieved Soffe. Several 
nurses arrived w

ith m
edical crash carts as m

edical care continued on Farah. M
edical 

personnel w
ere unable to find a usable vein for IV access; Farah had several track m

arks on 
his arm

s, legs, and feet. An AED
 w

as applied to Farah and the m
achine advised not to shock. 

 AM
R

 and fire departm
ent personnel arrived and placed Farah on an autom

atic com
pression 

device. AM
R

 personnel transported Farah to U
M

C
 hospital.   

 C
orrections O

fficer Christy Snapp  
 O

n April 1, 2019, at approxim
ately 0308 hours, D

etective C
olon conducted an audio recorded 

interview
 w

ith C
orrections O

fficer Snapp at C
C

D
C

. Also present during the interview
 w

as 
LVPPA representative M

yron H
am

m
. Below

 is a sum
m

ary of the interview
; for com

plete details 
refer to the interview

 transcript.  
 O

fficer Snapp w
as w

orking in the pre-arrest area w
hen she heard yelling and observed tw

o 
corrections officers and a corrections sergeant placing a m

ale (N
icholas Farah) into the 

restraint chair. O
fficer Snapp responded to their location to assist, and w

as handed a handheld 
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 cam
era by Sergeant M

endoza in order to docum
ent the restraint process of Farah. O

fficer 
Snapp did not physically assist in restraining Farah.  
  Farah w

as m
oving around in the chair and appeared som

ew
hat resistant.  The officers had to 

rem
ove the original pair of handcuffs from

 Farah prior to strapping him
 dow

n into the chair. The 
restraint chair had been used m

ultiple tim
es a shift, and the restraint process of Farah did not 

appear abnorm
al. Prior to Farah being m

oved into the facility, the nurse observed Farah's 
coloring looked w

rong and began m
edical checks. A m

edical em
ergency w

as broadcast over 
the radio, m

ore personnel responded, and Farah w
as rem

oved from
 the chair. 

 R
ay M

ontenegro 
 O

n April 1, 2019, at approxim
ately 0324 hours, D

etective Penny conducted an audio recorded 
interview

 w
ith R

ay M
ontenegro at C

C
D

C
. Below

 is a sum
m

ary of the interview
; for com

plete 
details refer to the interview

 transcript. 
 M

ontenegro w
as w

orking at C
C

D
C

 w
hen he received a phone call from

 Kim
 Soffe, w

ho stated 
a prisoner (N

icholas Farah) had arrived and w
as sw

eating, and she requested M
ontenegro 

respond to the sally port to check him
. 

 Prior to responding to sally port, M
ontenegro had to respond to another m

edical event w
ithin 

the jail. W
hile at the other m

edical location, a C
ode 99 w

as called in the sally port. By the tim
e 

M
ontenegro arrived, m

edical personnel w
ere in the sally port and w

ere w
orking on Farah. 

M
ontenegro did not have any physical contact w

ith Farah, and only observed m
edical 

personnel’s interaction w
ith him

. 
 Laurie Jordan  
 O

n April 4, 2019, at approxim
ately 1550 hours, D

etective Leavitt conducted an audio recorded 
interview

 w
ith Laurie Jordan at 4975 S. Valley View

 Boulevard. Below
 is a sum

m
ary of the 

interview
; for com

plete details refer to the interview
 transcript.  

 Jordan w
as an em

ployee at the La Q
uinta Inn and w

orked at the front desk. D
uring her shift a 

m
ale (N

icholas Farah) entered the business and stated, “I've been robbed.” Farah appeared 
flustered, so Jordan offered to get him

 help, w
hich Farah initially refused. Jordan contacted 

911 and handed the phone to Farah, so he could report the robbery. Jordan then called for tw
o 

taxis to pick up Farah as he had stated he needed to get to the airport. Farah refused to get 
into either of the taxis that responded to the hotel.  
 Jordan allow

ed Farah to use the restroom
 and get drinks prior to asking him

 to leave the 
property since he w

as not a guest. After Farah had been on the prem
ises for approxim

ately 40 
m

inutes, and had ignored m
ultiple requests by Jordan to leave, Jordan called 911 for 

assistance. Farah's behavior caused Jordan concern after his refusal to leave. Jordan 
described Farah as being nervous, paranoid, and had open sores on his hands and face. She 
sm

elled alcohol on Farah’s breath, and believed he w
as possibly im

paired by a narcotic. 
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 Jordan observed officers arrive, and she m
et them

 outside as Farah rem
ained inside the 

business. She heard the officers ask Farah m
ultiple tim

es to exit the business, but Farah did 
not com

ply. The officers physically escorted Farah out of the business, and Jordan returned 
inside and continued her w

ork duties. 
 Joseph Patrick G

onzalez  
 O

n April 15, 2019, at approxim
ately 0925 hours, D

etectives Penny and Leavitt conducted a 
non-recorded interview

 w
ith Joseph Patrick G

onzalez at LVM
PD

 headquarters. Below
 is a 

sum
m

ary of the interview
. 

 G
onzalez w

as identified as the cab driver w
ho picked up the decedent (N

icholas Farah) from
 

M
cC

arran International A
irport. G

onzalez stated he rem
em

bered Farah due to him
 “looking 

sketchy.” Farah had approached G
onzalez and w

as slurring his w
ords and seem

ed “out of it.” 
Farah got into the front seat of the cab and asked G

onzalez to drive around the outskirts of 
tow

n. G
onzalez said he couldn’t do that, so Farah asked to be taken to a liquor store. 

 G
onzalez drove Farah to the Five S

tar Liquor store by the airport. Farah w
ent inside and 

bought a six-pack of beer. Farah then asked to be dropped off at a bus station because he 
w

anted to talk to people. Farah then asked to be dropped off at a park to sm
oke a joint 

(m
arijuana cigarette). Farah also m

ade a com
m

ent to G
onzalez that he w

as high on Xanax. 
G

onzalez drove Farah to Tow
n Square Las Vegas and dropped him

 off near the Apple store. 
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XI. 

TIM
ELIN

E    
 The 

below
 

tim
eline 

based 
on 

com
puter 

aided 
dispatch 

(C
AD

) 
for 

event 
num

bers 
190300151714 and 190300151763 provides a reconstruction of events w

hich transpired on 
Sunday, M

arch 31, 2019, in relation to the in-custody death that occurred at 330 S. C
asino 

C
enter Boulevard (C

C
D

C
).  

 
Event# 190300151714 

Tim
e  

(hours) 
D

escription of Event/Action 
1958 

LVM
PD

 D
ispatch received a call from

 N
icholas Farah advising he had been 

battered and his backpack taken from
 the area of the La Q

uinta Inn at 4975 S
. 

Valley View
 Boulevard. Farah’s speech w

as slurred, and he advised he had been 
drinking beer.  

1959 
Farah w

anted to rem
ain anonym

ous. H
e didn't have a suspect description. H

e just 
w

anted a ride. 
2001 

Farah advised D
ispatch he didn't w

ant to press charges. H
e w

as advised to m
ake 

a station report if he changed his m
ind. The call w

as closed. 
 Event# 190300151763 

Tim
e  

(hours) 
D

escription of Event/Action 
2014 

LVM
PD

 D
ispatch received a call from

 Laurie Jordan, an em
ployee at the La Q

uinta 
Inn at 4975 S. Valley View

 Boulevard. Jordan stated a m
ale (N

icholas Farah) w
as 

entering and exiting the lobby area. Farah w
as described as being under the 

influence of alcohol and/or narcotics. 
2016 

Jordan described Farah as acting very paranoid, and w
alking back and forth. She 

called for tw
o cabs, but Farah refused to leave w

ith them
.  

2022 
O

fficer D
aniel D

em
arinis arrived. 

2028 
O

fficer G
abriel Villanueva arrived. 

2037 
O

fficers reported Farah w
as being uncooperative and he w

as detained. 
2049 

Farah w
as not com

plying, so O
fficer D

em
arinis requested a C

ode R
ed and units to 

expedite.  
2050 

Farah w
as handcuffed, but still rem

ained uncom
pliant.  

2053 
Farah w

as placed on the rear passenger seat of the patrol vehicle. 
2056 

O
fficer Villanueva told D

ispatch to disregard any m
edical. 

2101 
O

fficer Villanueva proceeded to C
C

D
C

 w
ith a C

ode 5. 
2125 

O
fficer Villanueva and Farah arrived at C

C
D

C
. 

2159 
Farah w

as pronounced deceased at U
M

C
 ER

. 
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XII. 
FO

R
EN

SIC
S R

EQ
U

ESTS/R
ESU

LTS

Video Exam
ination 

O
n April 4,

2019,
an LVM

PD
 D

igital Investigations Bureau R
equest w

as subm
itted by 

D
etective Leavitt for surveillance video from

 the La Q
uinta Inn located at 4975 S. Valley View

 
Boulevard. D

etective Jessica Flink, P# 6272, responded to the La Q
uinta Inn to process and 

copy the surveillance system
 hard drive. 

  

O
n April 17,

2019,
an LVM

PD
 D

igital Investigations Bureau R
equest w

as subm
itted by 

D
etective Leavitt for surveillance video from

 the R
ebel G

as station located at 3785 W
.

Tropicana Avenue. D
etective Vigil responded to the R

ebel G
as station and m

ade contact w
ith 

the m
anager, M

itsu H
anam

ichi, w
ho gave consent to recover surveillance video from

 M
arch 

31, 2019.  

Eight hundred tw
enty-seven gigabytes w

ere recovered from
 M

arch 31, 2019, and 1,119 videos 
w

ere exported in AVI form
at and provided to D

etective Leavitt. N
one of the video show

ed 
Farah. 

Search W
arrant  

O
n April 10, 2019, Sergeant Ericsson obtained a Search W

arrant and O
rder for Pen 

R
egister/Trap and Trace w

ith R
eal-Tim

e Precision Location. The w
arrant w

as signed by 
D

istrict C
ourt Judge D

avid Jones and w
as for cell phone num

ber 
. This num

ber 
had been assigned to the cell phone w

hich belonged to Farah but w
as not in his possession at 

the tim
e LVM

PD
 cam

e into contact w
ith him

. It w
as believed the phone had possibly been 

taken during the robbery w
hich Farah m

entioned to the officers.   

The order for Verizon Phone C
om

pany #19-117 w
as activated on April 10, 2019 and 

scheduled to stay active until June 09, 2019. The phone im
m

ediately show
ed active in 

W
isconsin w

here it w
as discovered that Farah's girlfriend had transferred the phone num

ber to 
her. D

ue to the phone num
ber being transferred to a different phone, detectives w

ere unable to 
track the phone num

ber that that w
ould have been associated to the phone that could have 

been in Farah's possession w
hen he arrived in Las Vegas. 


