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I. PERSONS INVOLVED/CONTACTED 
 
Subject Officers  
 
Per the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department (LVMPD), a subject officer is defined as 
an officer or supervisor who participated in, directed, or influenced the application of the use 
of force 

Name: Geordinno Bagaporo, P# 5970   
Date of hire: /98 
Area of assignment:   Summerlin Area Command (SAC) 
Squad:       
Call sign:      
Shift hours: 0630 - 1630 hours 
Days off: Saturday/Sunday/Monday 
Statement given to FIT: No 
 
Name: Jeffery Blum, P# 8924   
Date of hire: /05 

Area of assignment: SAC   
Squad:       
Call sign:      
Shift hours: 0630 - 1630 hours 
Days off: Thursday/Friday/Saturday 
Statement given to FIT: No 
 
Name: Andrew Garcia, P# 17966   
Date of hire: /19 

Area of assignment: SAC   
Squad:       
Call sign:      
Shift hours: 1430 - 0030 hours 
Days off: Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 
Statement given to FIT: No 
 
Name: Joseph Ortega, P# 16580   
Date of hire: /17 
Area of assignment: SAC   
Squad:       
Call sign:      
Shift hours: 0630 - 1630 hours 
Days off: Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
Statement given to FIT: Yes 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Witness Medical Personnel 
 
Name: Jennifer Aguilar  
Employer: American Medical Response (AMR) 
Occupation:  Paramedic 
Date of Hire: 03/09/15 
Area of assignment: Clark County 
Statement given to FIT: No 
 
Name: Todd Garwood  
Employer: Clark County Fire Department (CCFD) 
Occupation: Engineer-Paramedic 
Station: Station 26 
Platoon: C 
Area of Assignment: Rescue 26 
Statement given to FIT: Yes 
 
Name:  Andrew Louis  
Employer: AMR 
Occupation:  Advanced Emergency Medical Technician (AEMT) 
Date of Hire: /12 
Area of assignment: Clark County 
Statement given to FIT: No 
 
Name: Matthew Pokorny  
Employer: CCFD 
Occupation:  Paramedic 
Station: Station 14 
Statement given to FIT: Yes 
 
Witness Officer 
 
Per LVMPD, a witness officer is an officer or supervisor who did not participate in or directly 
influence the application of the use of force.  
 
Name: Paul Lomaglio, P# 17234     
Date of hire:    /18 
Area of assignment: SAC    
Squad:     
Call sign:     
Vehicle:    19082 
Shift hours:    0630 - 1630 hours 
Days off: Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
Witness officer; provided an audio recorded interview 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Civilian Witnesses  
 
Name: David Barry   
DOB: /68 
Address:  
 Las Vegas, Nevada 89148 
Phone number:  
Employer:  
Occupation:    
 
Name: Joshua Bever   
DOB: /85 
Address:  
 Las Vegas, Nevada 89148 
Phone number:  
Employer:  
Occupation:   
 
Decedent 
 
Name:  Reiner Shawn Sommer 
DOB:  /71 
SSN:   
ID number:  
Race: White 
Height/Weight: 5’10”/326 
Hair/Eyes: Brown/Green 
Address: 5175 Jerry Tarkanian Way,  
 Las Vegas, NV 89148  
 
II. ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL 
 
The following persons responded to the primary and/or secondary incident scenes, 
however, were not documented on the LVMPD unit or briefing logs.   
 
Clark County Office of the Coroner/Medical Examiner (CCOCME) Personnel 
1) Investigator E. Marcado, P# 412 
 

CCOCME case: 21-6804 
Time & date of death:   1442 hours on October 18, 2021  
Seal:  3593052  

 
Davis Funeral Homes  
1) J. Graham 
 

Collective Bargaining Association Personnel 
  

Las Vegas Police Managers and Supervisors Association (LVPMSA) 
1) Representative Troyce Krumme, P# 7167 
2) Representative Rick Given, P# 4890 

 



 

 
 

Las Vegas Police Protective Association (LVPPA) 
1) Representative John Abel, P# 9835 
2) Representative Myron Hamm, P# 6675 

 
Clark County District Attorney’s Office Personnel  
1) Chief Deputy District Attorney Danielle Pieper 
 
Medical Personnel 
 

American Medical Response (AMR) 101 
1) Jennifer Aguilar 
2) Andrew Louis 

 
Clark County Fire Department Rescue 26 
1) Matthew Pokorny 
2) Todd Garwood 

 
Police Employee Assistance Program (PEAP) Personnel 
1) Peer Counselor Brian Kroening, P# 9660  

 
III. INCIDENT TIMELINE 
 
The below timeline based on computer aided dispatch (CAD) provides a reconstruction 
of events which transpired on Monday, October 18, 2021, in relation to the in-custody 
death that occurred at 6485 South Fort Apache Road. 
 

Time  
(hours) 

Description of Event/Action 

13:38:13 Assist an Officer incident created at the Walgreens located at 6485 South 
Fort Apache Road. CCFD requested assistance from LVMPD for a male 
later identified as Reiner Sommer.  

13:39:09 Sergeants Bagaporo and Blum were assigned to the incident. 

13:43:43 Event was updated that both CCFD and AMR were on scene and standing 
by. 

13:44:51 Sergeants Bagaporo and Blum arrived at Walgreens. 

13:49:22 Sergeant Blum broadcast that a large male was having a possible medical 
episode, in the bathroom at the back of the business. 

13:53:37 Sergeant Blum requested additional units. 

13:55:29 Officer Garcia arrived at the business. 

13:58:19 Sergeant Blum requested a code red on the radio channel.  

14:00:09 Sergeant Blum broadcast that Sommer was resisting, and they could not get 
him in custody. 

14:01:21 Sergeant Blum stated they were placing Sommers in the recovery position 
while AMR and FD were going to start working on him. 

14:03:44 Medical was performing cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). 

14:13:51 AMR transported Sommer from Walgreens to Southern Hills Hospital. 

14:15:02 AMR arrived at Southern Hills Hospital. 

14:42:48 Event was updated that Sommer’s was deceased. 

 



 

 
 

IV. INCIDENT BRIEFING 
 
Upon arrival of investigators, Detective Weaver conducted a briefing. The following 
persons were present: 
 
1) Deputy Chief Yasenia Yatomi, P# 6402 
2) Captain Carlos Hank, P# 6886 
3) Captain Fred Haas, P# 7420 
4) Lieutenant Christopher Dennis, P# 9811 
5) Sergeant William Gethoefer, P# 6798 
6) Sergeant Michele Iacullo, P# 7857 
7) Sergeant Shawn Smaka, P# 6098 
8) Detective Trever Alsup, P# 5782 
9) Detective Travis Busby, P# 9330 
10) Detective Marc Colon, P# 7585 
11) Detective Shawn Izzo, P# 9319 
12) Detective Jason Leavitt, P# 5814 
13) Detective Scott Mendoza, P# 6878  
14) Detective Blake Penny, P# 6042 
15) Detective Jakob Shallenberger, P# 14831 
16) Detective Clinton Weaver, P# 13750 
17) Crime Scene Analyst Supervisor (CSAS) Terry Martin, P# 5946 
18) Senior CSA (SCSA) Glezzelle Tapay, P# 15709 
 
V. SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT AND INVESTIGATION  
 
Scene Overview 

 
Above: Aerial overview of area of town the in-custody death occurred.  



 

 
 

 
Above: Close-up aerial view of the Walgreens at 6485 South Fort Apache Road.  

 
Investigative Summary  
 
On October 18, 2021, LVMPD was requested to respond to the Walgreens located at 
6485 South Fort Apache Road, Las Vegas, Nevada 89148. The request for LVMPD 
response was made by CCFD personnel who were at the Walgreens with a combative 
male that was having diabetic issues and laying on the bathroom floor. 
 
Sergeants Bagaporo and Blum arrived at the Walgreens where they were briefed by 
CCFD and AMR personnel.  

 
 

 Sommer became agitated and remained on the floor. He grabbed the toilet so 
hard it ripped off the floor. Sommer was observed by medical as he drank water from the 
toilet bowl. Medical requested LVMPD due to Sommer’s size and his agitated state. The 
sergeants observed that Sommer was yelling and rolling around on the floor, speaking 
but not making sense.  
 
The sergeants waited for more officers to arrive before they tried to take Sommer into 
custody. Officers Garcia and Ortega arrived, and Sergeant Blum discussed a plan. 
Sommer then moved from the toilet to the far side of the bathroom stall and officers went 
hands on with Sommer. Sommer curled his arms underneath him and refused to give 
officers his arms. They segmented Sommer and eventually placed him in handcuffs.  
 
Sommer was then rolled into the recovery position. At that time, officers noticed Sommer 
was unresponsive and pulled him out of the bathroom. They removed his handcuffs and 



 

 
 

CCFD, along with AMR began chest compressions. Sommer was transported to Southern 
Hills Hospital where he was pronounced deceased by Dr. Aronstein.   
 
The LVMPD Force Investigation Team responded to the scene to conduct the 
investigation. While conducting the investigation the following details were learned:  
 
On October 18, 2021, at approximately 1030 hours, Sommer entered Walgreens. He 
made his way to the pharmacy where he submitted prescriptions to be filled. He spoke to 
the pharmacist, David Barry, and stated he had gone to the hospital for food poisoning. 
The pharmacist stated it was odd, since none of his prescriptions had anything to do with 
food poisoning. The pharmacist told Sommer they would fill his prescriptions and Sommer 
sat down on a chair. Sommer had been there for a while when the pharmacist observed 
that Sommer appeared sick. Sommer was visibly sweating and moaning. The pharmacist 
checked on Sommer who stated he would be fine but needed to rest. 
 
The pharmacist contacted the store manager, Joshua Bever, who asked Sommer if he 
needed any assistance.  He 
also stated he may have food poisoning. Bever offered to call medical, and Sommer 
refused.  
 
Sommer stayed in the store for several more hours. Bever would periodically check on 
Sommer and each time, Sommer would refuse any medical attention. Sommer made his 
way into the bathroom and when Bever checked on him, Sommer was on the floor near 
the toilet. He was alert and able to speak however, he still declined medical attention. 
Bever called for medical at 1308 hours. 
 
Clark County Fire Department arrived and contacted Sommer. Sommer advised CCFD 
he was diabetic, and they were able to test his blood sugar which returned normal. 
Sommer became agitated and laid on the floor. CCFD called for police response at 
approximately 13:38 hours to assist them, as they did not want to go hands on with him 
due to his size and agitation. 
 
LVMPD officers arrived at the Walgreens at approximately 1344 hours. Sergeants 
Bagaporo and Blum were the first to arrive and assess the situation. As detectives 
reviewed the BWC footage, the sergeants can be seen speaking with medical personnel 
and were briefed on what they encountered with Sommer. When they entered the 
bathroom, they could see Sommer lying on the bathroom floor through the open gap of 
the bathroom stall. Sommer was yelling incoherently and making loud noises. Sergeant 
Blum attempted to communicate with Sommer who informed Sergeant Blum he did not 
want their help. 
 
Sergeant Blum created a plan to take Sommer into custody and allow medical personnel 
to assist Sommer once additional officers arrived. Officer Garcia had arrived and was 
inside the restroom when Sommer moved away from the toilet bowl to the opposite end 
of the bathroom stall. Sergeant Blum directed officers to move in and take Sommer into 
custody. Sommer had positioned himself in the end of the stall face down with his head 
in the corner. Sommer’s arms were underneath his body and as officers attempted to take 
him into custody, he refused to take his arms out from underneath him.  
 
Officers conducted a segmenting tactic. Sergeant Blum grabbed Sommer’s feet as Officer 
Garcia kneeled on the small of Sommer’s back and hip area as he attempted to grab his 



 

 
 

hands. Sergeant Bagaporo helped and attempted to pull Sommer’s hands out from under 
his body. Sommer had his arms tucked under his body and chest and he made grunting 
and growling noises as the officers attempted to pull his arms out. Officer Ortega arrived 
on the scene and replaced Sergeant Bagaporo inside the stall. The officers were able to 
remove Sommer’s arms from underneath his body and placed him in handcuffs. 
 
The officers then pulled Sommer out from inside the bathroom stall into the main portion 
of the bathroom where he was rolled onto his side in the recovery position. Officers 
informed medical that Sommer was unresponsive and were asked by medical to bring 
him out into the hallway where they would have more room to work on him. As medical 
personnel worked on Sommer, they pulled him from the hallway into the open portion of 
the store as they performed life saving measures.  
 
Sommer was eventually transported to Southern Hills Hospital where he was pronounced 
deceased. 
 
Detectives discovered an event from October 17, 2021, which is the night prior to this 
incident, where Sommer was involved in a domestic disturbance with his daughter. Under 
LVMPD event number LLV211000072139, Sommer reported to LVMPD that his daughter 
Taylor hit him in the face with a soda can. He also stated Taylor’s boyfriend attacked him 
with a 2X4 board because he accidentally cut Taylor with a knife. Sommer then reported 
to officers that when he left the apartment, he was attacked by two unknown males.  
 
Taylor who was not on scene when officers arrived explained via telephone Sommer 
attacked her and she hit him with a soda can in self-defense. She also explained Sommer 
was . Officers who had responded to the call 
documented that Sommer was rambling incoherently. They called for medical, and 
Sommer was transported to Southern Hills Hospital. According to hospital staff, they 
completed a full body scan of Sommer which returned normal except for some minor 
tissue damage to his right cheek. 
 
In reviewing the incident at the Walgreens, Sommer had bruising to his abdomen as well 
as his face per the BWC video. CCFD confirmed this bruising was visible prior to officers’ 
arrival.   
 
VI. INTERVIEW SUMMARIES  
 
Subject Officers 
 
Subject officers may provide a recorded or written statement to FIT investigators; 
however, since the statement is voluntary, subject officers have the right to decline 
providing a statement to FIT investigators. If a statement, verbal or written, is provided to 
FIT investigators, it should be obtained from the subject officer(s) at least 48 hours after 
the incident. Note: The 48-hour waiting period may be waived by the subject officer.  

Sergeant Bagaporo 
 
On October 18, 2021, Sergeant Iacullo contacted Sergeant Bagaporo to see if he would 
provide a voluntary statement to FIT investigators; Sergeant Bagaporo declined.  
 
 



 

 
 

Sergeant Blum 
 
On October 18, 2021, Sergeant Iacullo contacted Sergeant Blum to see if he would 
provide a voluntary statement to FIT investigators; Sergeant Blum declined.  
 
Officer Garcia 
 
On October 18, 2021, Sergeant Iacullo contacted Officer Garcia to see if he would provide 
a voluntary statement to FIT investigators; Officer Garcia declined.  
 
Officer Ortega 
 
On October 18, 2021, at approximately 1710 hours, Detective Alsup conducted an audio 
recorded interview with Officer Ortega at 6485 South Fort Apache Road. Below is a 
summary of the interview; for complete details refer to the interview transcript.  
 
Officer Ortega was operating as a marked LVMPD patrol unit when he heard Sergeant 
Blum on the radio requesting additional units to his location. Officer Ortega had just 
finished a call for service and was close to Sergeant Blum’s location, so he responded to 
the Walgreens.  
 
Upon arriving at the Walgreens, Officer Ortega was directed to the back of the business 
in the bathroom. When Officer Ortega entered the bathroom, he observed the officers 
segmenting Sommer. A sergeant whose name he did not know was positioned near 
Sommer’s left shoulder. Sergeant Blum directed Officer Ortega to relieve that sergeant 
(Sergeant Bagaporo) and Officer Ortega positioned himself by Sommer’s left shoulder. 
 
The officers needed more space to work and were able to pull Sommer out of the stall 
area and as they did, they were able to free his arms. Sommer was double cuffed, (a 
technique where two sets of handcuffs are used, one on each hand then hooked in the 
middle, for larger individuals) then rolled onto his side in the recovery position. Officers 
informed medical staff that he needed lifesaving techniques and medical asked the 
officers to pull him out into the hallway, which they did.   
 
Witness Medical Personnel 
 
Engineer-Paramedic Todd Garwood 
 
On October 18, 2021, at approximately 1755 hours, Detective Penny conducted an audio 
recorded interview with Todd Garwood at CCFD Station 26, 4030 South El Capitan Way. 
Below is a summary of the interview; for complete details refer to the interview transcript.  
 
Todd Garwood worked as an Engineer Paramedic on Rescue 26 when he was dispatched 
to a medical call at the Walgreens located at 6485 South Fort Apache Road. The call was 
for a who was in the bathroom. When he arrived, he found the patient lying on 
the bathroom floor, with a water bottle nearby and Emergen-C© packets around him. The 
male was a large man, around 300 plus pounds and probably six feet tall, which did not 
give him the ability to move much in the bathroom stall. Paramedics attempted to speak 
with him, but he was talking gibberish, not making sense and would not follow commands. 
A decision was made to test his blood sugar, which returned normal. The group decided 
to wait for AMR to respond in hopes he would cooperate and get on their gurney. The 



 

 
 

male was acting erratic and combative, which caused Garwood to believe he was possibly 
on drugs. 
 
As CCFD waited for AMR, the male acted “bizarre” and was scooping toilet water into his 
mouth, then knocked the toilet off the floor. Once AMR arrived, the two groups decided 
that due to his behavior and being uncooperative, they would call for LVMPD and wait for 
them to respond, as they believed he would be combative. 
 
When LVMPD arrived, they planned to get him out of the stall, cuffed and into the recovery 
position. Garwood stated the paramedics discussed giving the male Ketamine to sedate 
him, which would require them holding the male down. The plan was to have LVMPD 
restrain the male while paramedics administered the Ketamine.  
 
Once the plan was devised, the male completely pulled the toilet from the floor, which 
was a concern. The male then turned and went headfirst into the corner of the stall, and 
the officers moved in and tried to restrain him. The officers were telling the man to give 
them his arms and it appeared the male was holding his arms underneath his body. 
Garwood went and informed the AMR medic that the plan was underway, so they needed 
to prepare the Ketamine. When Garwood returned to the room, the officers were dragging 
the male out and one of the officers said, “He’s not responsive.” The officers were “pretty 
cognitive” of excited delirium. Garwood stated he saw them on the hips and not kneeling 
on his chest as they worked to get the arms out from underneath him. 
 
The male was moved out into the hallway because the bathroom was too small. Once in 
the hallway and the male was on his back, they realized he had coded. They immediately 
began working on the male and he became responsive. Garwood stated he did not know 
if there was any other way they could have approached this that would have prevented it. 
 
Paramedic Matthew Pokorny 
 
On October 18, 2021, at approximately 1757 hours, Detective Mendoza conducted an 
audio recorded interview with Matthew Pokorny at 3260 South Topaz Road. Below is a 
summary of the interview; for complete details refer to the interview transcript.  
 
Matthew Pokorny was a Paramedic with CCFD assigned to station 14. Pokorny 
responded to a possible diabetic problem at the Walgreens at 6485 South Fort Apache 
Road. Upon arrival, Pokorny observed through the locked bathroom stall door, a male 
lying on the floor. The male was acting erratic, slapping the floor, slapping his stomach, 
and acting inappropriately. Once the stall door was unlocked, paramedics attempted to 
get the male to sit up and speak with them but he was uncooperative.  
 
Paramedics were able to check the male’s blood sugar, which returned normal, but the 
male still would not comply with questions or any process. The male also had a box of 
Emergen-C© packets with him. He then ripped one packet open and poured it into his 
mouth dry, then drank out of the toilet bowl. AMR responded to the scene and CCFD 
requested LVMPD to respond as well to help get control of the male.  
 
When LVMPD arrived they were able to observe the same behavior which CCFD had 
been seeing for approximately 20 minutes. A plan was decided in which LVMPD would 
hold the male in place while AMR would use a sedation drug to calm him. While Pokorny 
observed the male, he knocked the toilet off the base and onto its side.  



 

 
 

 
Pokorny turned his back to the male when he heard LVMPD say, “He left the toilet,” and 
they were able to get to him in the corner of the bathroom. The male was on his stomach 
and had locked his hands together underneath him. One of the officers had his shin 
across the male’s lower back to try and control the main portion of his body. They were 
able to slide the male out of the bathroom and get him in handcuffs. As soon as the male 
was in handcuffs, he became unresponsive. Pokorny stated they dragged him completely 
out of the bathroom and began resuscitation. The male was then transported across the 
street to Southern Hills Hospital. 
 
Officer Witness 
 
Officer Lomaglio 
 
On October 18, 2021, at approximately 1707 hours, Detective Colon conducted an audio 
recorded interview with Officer Lomaglio at 6485 South Fort Apache Road. Also present 
for the interview was PPA representative Hamm. Below is a summary of the interview; for 
complete details refer to the interview transcript.  
 
Officer Lomaglio was requested to assist officers at the Walgreens store at 6485 South 
Fort Apache Road. A male was in the Walgreens bathroom and was attempting to destroy 
it.  
 
Upon Officer Lomaglio’s arrival he observed personnel from the fire department, AMR 
medics and LVMPD patrol officers attempting to remove the subject from the bathroom. 
The subject was on his side with his feet were outside the bathroom door while his body 
was still inside. 
 
Officer Lomaglio stated there was an officer holding the male’s arm and a firefighter was 
at his waist area. Officer Lomaglio grabbed the subject’s pant legs and assisted in pulling 
him out. He also noticed the subject had two pairs of handcuffs on.  
 
Once the subject was completely out of the bathroom, Officer Lomaglio took the handcuffs 
off and assisted in rolling him onto a sheet. Medical personnel immediately started CPR. 
 
Officer Lomaglio went to his patrol vehicle to retrieve crime scene tape to secure the area.  
 
Civilian Witnesses 
 
David Barry 
 
On October 18, 2021, at approximately 1709 hours, Detective Mendoza conducted an 
audio recorded interview with David Barry at 6485 South Fort Apache Road. Below is a 
summary of the interview; for complete details refer to the interview transcript.  
 
David Barry was a Pharmacy Technician at the Walgreens located at 6485 South Fort 
Apache Road when a male, later identified as Reiner Sommer, approached the counter 
and handed Barry prescriptions to fill. Barry had a conversation with Sommer who was 
making some jokes, but Barry stated Sommer was sweating, wheezing, and appeared to 
be unwell. Sommer told Barry that he had been released from the hospital for food 
poisoning, but Barry found this odd since none of the prescriptions were for anything 



 

 
 

related to food poisoning. Barry told Sommer he would call for him when the prescriptions 
were ready.  
 
Sommer took a seat near the pharmacy when Barry observed him slouching and 
moaning. Barry contacted the manager who responded to speak with Sommer. Sommer 
was asked if he wanted them to call an ambulance for him to which he stated no. A female 
customer who was concerned for Sommer, purchased a bottle of water for him. The 
pharmacy hurried to finish his prescriptions so that he could leave due to his appearance 
and behavior.  
 
When Sommer’s prescriptions were finished, Barry attempted to locate Sommer and was 
told he was in the restroom. Barry went to the restroom and found Sommer standing at 
the sink and it sounded as though Sommer was throwing up, so he did not enter. Barry 
went to the manager and informed the manager of what was happening.  
 
Barry did not have any other interactions with Sommer and did not see him again until the 
paramedics brought him out of the restroom. 
 
Joshua Bever 
 
On October 18, 2021, at approximately 1705 hours, Detective Penny conducted an audio 
recorded interview with Joshua Bever at 6485 South Fort Apache Road. Below is a 
summary of the interview; for complete details refer to the interview transcript.  
 
Joshua Bever was the manager of the Walgreens located at 6485 South Fort Apache 
Road. Bever was contacted by the pharmacy section for customer assistance. When 
Bever got to the pharmacy he was made aware of a male, later identified as Reiner 
Sommer, who was seated in a chair and was not feeling well. Bever contacted Sommer 
who informed him he was diabetic, had high blood pressure and said he just needed 
some water and to sit and rest. Bever asked Sommer if he could contact somebody for 
him and he stated no, he just needed a little bit of time to regain his composure. Bever 
then went about his business. 
 
As Bever worked, he had a couple other citizens inform him that there was a person not 
doing well in the back of the store. Bever responded to the back and checked on Sommer 
who again stated he just needed time and refused medical attention or an ambulance. 
Bever stated that Sommer then went into the restroom. Bever went into the restroom to 
check on Sommer after realizing he had been in there for a period of 10 to 15 minutes. 
When Bever went into the bathroom he observed Sommer lying on the ground inside of 
the toilet stall. 
 
Bever asked Sommer if he needed an ambulance and was again told “no” by Sommer. 
Bever attempted to get Sommer off the ground when Sommer began “spouting off words 
and noises and stuff.” Bever was concerned and contacted 911, to have medical respond 
for Sommer. Bever observed medical personnel arrive who appeared to take care of 
Sommer. A short time later Bever observed police arrive at the location who stated they 
were there with the paramedics.  
 
Bever was then told by the police that he needed to close the business and get the 
customers out. Bever then observed paramedics doing compressions on Sommer.  
 



 

 
 

VII. DESCRIPTION OF SCENE AND VISIBLE EVIDENCE 
 
On October 18, 2021, at approximately 1530 hours, CSA Glezzelle Tapay, P# 15709, 
responded to 6485 South Fort Apache Road to photograph and document the scene, and 
photograph and collect evidence. The following are some of the photographs taken of the 
overall scene and items impounded as evidence. For additional details, refer to Appendix 
A to view CSA Tapay’s corresponding Crime Scene Investigation Report in its entirety. 

Above right: View from the restroom door, inside the men’s room at Walgreens. 

Above left: View looking right after entering the men’s restroom of the Walgreens. 
Above right: Bathroom stall inside the men’s restroom of the Walgreens, toilet restroom platform. 

   
VIII. HOSPITAL  
 
On October 18, 2021, at approximately 1608 hours, CSA Adam Felabom, P# 8427, 
responded to Southern Hills Hospital to photograph and document the body of Reiner 
Sommer, and photograph and collect evidence. For additional details, refer to Appendix 
B to view CSA Felabom’s corresponding Crime Scene Investigation Report in its entirety. 
 
IX. BODY-WORN CAMERA FOOTAGE SUMMARIES  
 
The Axon Flex body-worn camera (BWC) time stamps videos in Zulu Time, also known 
as Greenwich Mean Time (GMT), which is the world time based on a 24-hour clock. The 
time is based on the Prime Meridian, which is zero degrees longitude and passes through 
Greenwich, England. 
 
Officers activated their BWCs at different times during the incident. There is a seven-hour 
negative difference between the event time and displayed Zulu Time. Axon BWCs also 



 

 
 

have a “time drift” where the camera’s internal clock drifts from actual time based on when 
the cameras are synced when the camera is docked. Each BWC can display a different 
time based on a time drift. 
 
The following are summaries of BWC footage from the subject and witness officers who 
were on scene at the time of the in-custody death. 
 
Sergeant Blum 
 
Sergeant Blum was wearing a BWC at the time of the incident and the camera was 
activated. The time and date stamp on Sergeant Blum’s BWC at activation was 2021-10-
18 20:39:38Z hours. 
 
Sergeant Blum’s camera footage depicted the following: 
 
20:39:55Z: Sergeant Blum entered a marked LVMPD patrol vehicle parked in a parking 
lot. 
20:40:07Z: Audio activated on BWC. 
20:40:43Z: Sergeant Blum acknowledged radio traffic reference a call to assist medical. 
20:45:08Z: Sergeant Blum arrived at the Walgreens parking lot and exited his vehicle as 
another marked LVMPD Supervisor vehicle arrived. 
20:45:56Z: As Sergeant Blum arrived, he was directed back to the pharmacy area. 
20:46:10Z: Sergeant Blum was advised by an employee of what had occurred with the 
male who medical was with. 
20:47:25Z: Sergeant Blum arrived to the hallway which led to the restroom where medical 
personnel were waiting and briefed them on their interactions with the male. 
20:48:47Z: Sergeant Blum updated LVMPD dispatch on the situation and confirmed that 
Walgreens had not trespassed him. 
20:51:15Z: Sergeant Blum briefed medical staff as well as LVMPD officers of the plan to 
try and have the male exit the business, Legal 2000, or trespass him. As Sergeant Blum 
spoke to the group, the male could be heard yelling and making incoherent sounds. 
20:51:43Z: Sergeant Blum entered the restroom and was advised the male was drinking 
toilet water. The male could be seen on BWC lying on the floor of the bathroom in the 
toilet stall. The door to the stall was open and he could be heard yelling. 
20:52:21Z: Sergeant Blum attempted to speak to the male and approached the open stall 
door. The male was on the floor with his upper body and head near the toilet. The toilet 
appeared to have been removed from the floor and was pushed to the far corner of the 
stall. Sergeant Blum asked, “Can we help you?” to which the male yelled “No!” The male 
then rolled onto his knees and appeared to throw up into the toilet. 
20:53:03Z: Sergeant Blum used the radio to request additional units to respond to their 
location. Sergeant Blum advised they would need to go hands on and the male was a 
large man. Sergeant Blum then devised a custody plan with those who were present. 
20:54:02Z: The male continued incoherently screaming as he leaned over the toilet bowl 
which had been ripped from the base. The male had his head in the toilet as he threw a 
toilet brush backward that struck Sergeant Blum.  
20:54:40Z: Sergeant Blum asked the male to come out of the stall and speak with them 
and was told no. 
20:56:22Z: The male could be heard saying “I’m gonna beat the fucking piss out of 
(unintelligible).”  
20:57:55Z: The male moved from the toilet to the other side of the stall. Sergeant Blum 
gave direction to the officers to move in and take the male into custody. 



 

 
 

20:58:05Z: The male was face down and Sergeant Blum moved to his legs to control 
them as a uniformed officer placed his right leg across the male’s buttocks and attempted 
to get him in handcuffs. Sergeant Blum requested a “Code Red” on the radio channel.  
20:59:04Z: Medical personnel were seen on BWC as they moved into the stall, waiting 
for officers to handcuff the male.  
20:59:25Z: Sergeant Blum gave direction to an officer to maintain his position across the 
lower back of the male. 
20:59:40Z: Sergeant Blum advised over the radio the male was still resisting and they 
could not get him into custody. 
21:00:13Z: AMR and LVMPD grabbed the male by the legs and swung them toward the 
opening of the stall. They then slid the male out of the stall as they verbalized, they 
needed him out of the stall for more room to work.  
21:00:19Z: As they slid the male out of the stall his arms came out from under his body 
and officers were able to place him in handcuffs.  
21:00:52Z: Officers rolled the male onto his side and placed him in the recovery position. 
Sergeant Blum attempted to talk to the male with no response.  
21:01:12Z: Medical personnel requested to pull the male out of the bathroom and into the 
hallway. As they pulled him into the hallway, Sergeant Blum instructed the officers to 
remove the handcuffs from the male as he was turning purple. 
21:02:07Z: Medical personnel began life saving measures on the male. 
21:09:44Z: The male was placed on the gurney by medical personnel. 
21:12:57Z: The male was placed in the back of the AMR ambulance and transported. 
21:12:58Z: Sergeant Blum’s BWC continued to record as the scene was secured and 
additional resources responded. 
21:15:30Z: Sergeant Blum’s BWC was deactivated. 
 
Sergeant Bagaporo 
 
Sergeant Bagaporo was wearing a BWC at the time of the incident and the camera was 
activated. The time and date stamp on Sergeant Bagaporo’s BWC at activation was 2021-
10-18 20:39:57Z hours. 
 
Sergeant Bagaporo’s camera footage depicted the following: 
 
20:40:12Z: Sergeant Bagaporo entered a marked LVMPD patrol vehicle parked in a 
parking lot. 
20:40:29Z: Audio activated on BWC. 
20:45:03Z: Sergeant Bagaporo arrived at the Walgreens and followed Sergeant Blum 
inside. 
20:47:22Z: Sergeant Bagaporo arrived at the hallway which led to the restrooms. Medical 
personnel were in the hallway and briefed Sergeant Bagaporo on the male who was in 
the restroom. 
20:47:39Z: Sergeant Bagaporo entered the restroom and a male could by seen 
underneath the bathroom stall wall, lying on the floor on his back. The male was making 
loud noises and not speaking coherently.  
20:48:49Z: Medical personnel informed Sergeant Bagaporo they were able to obtain 
hospital paperwork for the male which he had on him but no photo identification. Medical 
personnel then exited the restroom as Sergeant Bagaporo stayed in the doorway. The 
male continued to make loud noises and banged on the walls of the bathroom stall. 
20:51:47Z: Sergeant Blum entered the restroom with an officer and discussed a plan to 
take the male into custody and get him medical help. 



 

 
 

20:52:32Z: Sergeant Blum approached the stall with the officer and attempted to speak 
to the male. Sergeant Bagaporo remained near the entrance to the restroom. 
20:54:02Z: A toilet brush flew from inside the stall and hit Sergeant Blum who was 
standing next to the open door of the stall. 
20:55:37Z: Sergeant Bagaporo kneeled on the ground, and it appeared on BWC he may 
have been trying to observe the male from underneath the stall. 
20:56:18Z: Sergeant Blum had a conversation with medical personnel about 
administering medication to the male.  
20:56:47Z: Sergeant Blum exited the restroom and Sergeant Bagaporo stepped further 
in toward the open stall door. Sergeant Bagaporo’s position still did not allow his BWC to 
observe the male inside the stall. The male could still be heard making noises and 
unintelligible sounds. 
20:57:55Z: The male crawled on his knees and moved away from the toilet to the opposite 
side of the stall and faced the corner. The male was asked if he was okay and he stated 
yes. Sergeant Blum then directed the officers to move into the stall to take the male into 
custody. 
20:57:59Z: Sergeant Bagaporo moved into the stall behind a uniformed officer. The male 
laid face down on the ground with his head in the corner and his feet toward the toilet. 
Sergeant Blum grabbed the male’s feet as the officer kneeled on the small of the male’s 
back and attempted to grab his hands. Sergeant Bagaporo helped and attempted to pull 
the male’s hands out from under his body. 
20:58:16Z: The male had his arms tucked under his body and chest and made grunting 
and growling noises as the officers attempted to pull his arms out. 
20:58:51Z: The male had the toilet brush bowl in his mouth as he grunted and the officers 
continued to tell him to let them move his arms. The male stated he could not breathe, 
and the officers told him to give them his arms. 
21:00:05Z: Sergeant Bagaporo exited the bathroom stall and was replaced by a 
uniformed officer. 
21:00:23Z: Medical personnel could be seen on BWC inside the stall as they grabbed the 
male by the legs and pulled him out of the bathroom stall. 
21:00:33Z: A voice can be heard telling the group to slow down and the male was giving 
up. 
21:01:11Z: A voice was heard which asked the officers to drag him out of the bathroom. 
21:01:19Z: A voice was heard which told the officers to unhandcuff the male so medical 
could work on the him because he was turning purple. 
21:01:24Z: The male was moved into the hallway as medical began working on him. A 
female voice could be heard asking if the male was breathing and the officers reply “no.” 
21:01:51Z: Medical personnel rolled the male onto a sheet than pulled him from the 
hallway into the open area of the business. Once in the open area medical began life 
saving measures on the male. 
21:09:53Z: The male was placed on the gurney and taken to the ambulance outside. 
21:12:55Z: The male was placed in the back of the AMR ambulance and transported. 
21:12:56Z: Sergeant Bagaporo’s BWC continued to record as the scene was secured 
and additional resources responded. 
21:22:01Z: Sergeant Bagaporo’s BWC was deactivated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Officer Garcia 
 
Officer Garcia was wearing a BWC at the time of the incident and the camera was 
activated. The time and date stamp on Officer Garcia’s BWC at activation was 2021-10-
18 20:40:46Z hours. 
 
Officer Garcia’s camera footage depicted the following: 
 
20:40:46Z: Officer Garcia was driving and his BWC view was the front windshield and 
driver’s side window of his vehicle.  
20:41:17Z: Audio activated on BWC. 
20:49:07Z: Officer Garcia arrived at the Walgreens. 
20:50:05Z: Officer Garcia entered Walgreens and contacted Sergeant Blum who was 
speaking with an employee. 
20:51:12Z: Sergeant Blum explained a plan to the officers and medical personnel. 
Screaming and loud noises could be heard from the bathroom past Sergeant Blum’s 
location. 
20:51:46Z: Officer Garcia entered the restroom behind Sergeant Blum. Visible on the 
BWC below the bathroom stall walls was a male who was on the ground.  
20:52:30Z: Officer Garcia leaned into the open door of the stall and a male was visible 
who had his head near the open toilet bowl. Sergeant Blum asked the male if they could 
help and the male appeared agitated and stated, “No!” The male then leaned over the top 
of the toilet bowl, which did not appear to be secured to the ground and made noises 
consistent with throwing up. 
20:52:42Z: The male took a kneeling position over the toilet bowl as it appeared he 
continued to throw up.  
20:53:04Z: Sergeant Blum requested additional units to respond over the radio.  
20:54:03Z: A toilet bowl brush was thrown at Sergeant Blum from inside the bathroom 
stall. 
20:54:41Z: Sergeant Blum asked the male to come out of the stall and speak with them 
and was told “Nope” by the male. 
20:55:13Z: Sergeant Blum informed Officer Garcia the male had removed the toilet bowl 
from the ground and advised them to be careful. 
20:57:24Z: The male continued to yell incoherent phrases. 
20:57:51Z: While on his knees, the male moved away from the toilet and held what 
appeared to be the toilet bowl brush holder in his left hand. 
20:57:57Z: The male moved to the opposite end of the toilet stall away from the toilet. He 
was on his knees as he faced the corner of the stall.  
20:58:01Z: As the male leaned forward and appeared to lay on his belly, Sergeant Blum 
gave instructions for the officers to move in the stall. 
20:58:22Z: Officer Garcia’s BWC only observed the corner of the wall, but he appeared 
to be on top of the male. Sergeant Blum could be heard as he gave instructions to keep 
his weight on the lower back of the male. Verbal instructions could be heard as the officers 
told the male to give them his arms.  
21:00:00Z: Another officer came into BWC view in front of Officer Garcia. 
21:00:15Z: The officers and medical personnel grabbed the male by the legs and waist 
and pulled him out of the stall. 
21:00:53Z: The officers were instructed to roll the male onto his side. 
21:01:10Z: Medical personnel requested to have the male pulled out of the restroom. 
21:01:29Z: The male was removed from the restroom and the handcuffs were removed. 



 

 
 

21:01:50Z: Medical personnel then moved the male down the hallway and into the main 
portion of the business and performed life saving measures. 
21:09:42Z: The male was placed on the gurney and taken to the ambulance outside. 
21:11:45Z: Medical personnel took the male out of the business. 
21:11:46Z: Officer Garcia’s BWC continued to record as the scene was secured and 
additional resources responded. 
21:21:46Z: Officer Garcia’s BWC was deactivated. 
 
X. AUTOPSY  

 
On October 19, 2021, at approximately 0950 hours, under CCOCME case 21-06804, an 
autopsy was performed on the body of Reiner Sommer at the CCOCME by Doctor Ben 
Murie.   
 
The following persons were in attendance: 
 
1) Doctor Ben Murie 
2) Forensic Pathologists’s Assistant Rita Aiken 
3) Forensic Technician Richard Rosales 
4) CSA Smissen 
5) Detective Ubbens 
6) Detective Penny 
 
The following items of evidence were impounded: 
 
1) Buccal Swab Kit from Sommer 
2) Blue jacket 
3) Black jacket 
4) Black long sleeve shirt 
5) Black sweatpants 
6) Boxer briefs 
7) Pair of black socks 
8) Black left shoe 
9) Black right shoe 
10) Black visor hat 

 
The following wounds/injuries were noted on Sommer: 
 
1) Abrasions on the nose, lips, and left ear 
2) Multiple contusions on the chest, upper right buttock, middle back, right flank and left 

side abdomen 
3) Abrasions on right wrist, right hand, right arm, right forearm, right elbow, right thumb, 

right middle finger, and right palm 
4) Contusions on left arm, left forearm, left hand, right knee, right left, and left knee 

 
Upon the completion of toxicology testing, the following results were noted: 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

On March 2, 2022, the CCOCME provided FIT with completed reports reference their 
investigation of the death of Reiner Sommer. After a thorough review of facts and 
circumstances and a complete autopsy, Doctor Murie opined Sommer died as a result of 
toxic effects of methamphetamine in the setting of police restraint. The manner of death 
was homicide.  
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