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In-Custody Death Investigated

On May 14, 2017 at approximately 12:54 a.m. an adult male approached two uniformed
LVMPD officers while inside the Venetian Hotel located at 3355 South Las Vegas
Boulevard. The man was acting erratic and stated people were “chasing him.” As one
officer attempted to speak with him, the man took off running into a secured area of the
property. Both officers then gave chase.

Once outside to the rear of the property, officers saw the suspect approach the back of
a citizen’s pickup truck and observed him try to open the tailgate. When he was
unsuccessful, the suspect approached the driver’s side door of the citizen’s vehicle. At
that time one officer utilized a Taser in an attempt to incapacitate him. Though the Taser
had immediate effect on the man, he was able to overcome the neuromuscular
incapacitation and fight with officers despite the attempts made to take him into custody.
During the fight, Venetian security officers converged and also attempted to assist with
gaining control of the man.

As the altercation escalated, one officer struck the suspect with a closed fist multiple
times then used the Lateral Vascular Neck Restraint (LVNR) technique. The LVNR is a
specific method of applying pressure to the side of a subject’s neck to overcome
resistance and allow safe control. During the use of the LVNR the suspect went
unconscious. Officers immediately began rendering life-saving measures including
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR). Medical personnel were summoned to the
scene and transported the man to the Sunrise Trauma Center where he was
pronounced deceased at approximately 1:39 a.m.

This is an ongoing investigation. Anyone with any information about this incident is
urged to contact the LVMPD Force Investigation Section at 702-828-8452. To remain
anonymous contact Crime Stoppers by phone at 702-385-5555, on the internet at
www.crimestoppersofnv.com, or text CRIMENV plus tip information to 274637
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(CRIMES). Message and data rates may apply. Tips leading directly to an arrest or
indictment processed through Crime Stoppers may be eligible for a cash reward.
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