. The cash reward for informa-
hon logding to the arrest and
indict t of the person or
persons who kilied 3-year-old
Arthur James Williams, Jr., April
15, increased to $4,500 Friday. -
Metro Homicide Sgt. Ted
Bosen confirmed that the reward
be distributed by Secret Wit-
ess increased after the
icana  Hotel donated $2,000

anonymous, contributed

i Rosen said the father_of the
" slain child, who was stabbed in the

. drain while playing in front of hés.

i plother’: apartment, worked at
Tropicana.

. Secret Witness Director Nagé

Palmer said calls had been co!

into his office “rapidly

S S’sm.

aprivate: citizen, who asked to

Reward increased to $4,500
for clues in-child’s stabbing

numerous,” from people who
claimed to have information and
from others wanting to donate to
the reward money. .

Anyone having information is
asked to call Secret Witness at
386-3213.

He said many people have been
calling in with information, but
not just for money, “they just
want to help,” he said.

" Rosen said there.were no new
leads Friday. .

Willlams, known as “Jumor,”
waskilledbyamanwhosatona
stone wall, talked with him and
his §-year-old sister, then walked
= Uup to the boy, unfolded a knife,
and stabbed him above his left ear
for no apparent reason, Metro .
" “Police said. )
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CHILD’S FUNERAL Pallbearers carry the. cqfﬂn of 3-year-o|d
Arthur Wilhams Jr., who® waé stabbed to death last week-in people attended the service.

S -
3y J R!,Ilto el i
R!vi&"-doumal'n Y-25-85 .

A crowd_of about 100 people -

ammed into a small church
Nednesday afternoon td say a final
‘arewell to a-3-year-old boy who was
tabbedtodeathlastweekashe
slayed in front of an apartment
»uilding.

Friends and relatives of Arthur
Nilliams Jr. pald their respects to
he slain child in an emotional fu-
reral at Grace Immanuel Baptist. -
Shursh,and a brief burial. ceremony
1t Woodlawn Cemetery.. -

Williams died April 16 “at Hu-
nana Hospital Sunrise, about 17
wours after he was stabbed in the
iead by a mysterious assailant as

B
'N“i,ﬂ

Emotlons run

his 5 year-old sister, Anglla,
watched, ~

The killing occurred on the mde-
walk in front of the building where

the children lived with their moth-'
-er, Annie Williams, at 213 W. New

York Ave.

"While a composite drawmg of a
“possible suspect” in the case has
been released, Metropolitan Police

. homicide detectives have been sty-

mied in their efforts to find the
killer by a lack of witnesses and a
vague description of the attacker

g glven by Anglia Williams.

The Rev. S.P. Parks, pastor of
the church, began the service by
telling the gathering “this is one of
the most solemn situations any of

o ,,x, Mn :
J -‘,;M,.mx:-w-

Scott Henry/FIeview-Joumal

froni of the apartment bunldlng where he lived. About 100

us have ever seen. It goes beyond
our finite minds and is now in the
infinite power of God.”

Later in the ceremony, which was
marked .by the sobs of the dis-
traught mother and weeping by
many others, Parks urged the con-
gregation to seek solace in God
rather than thoughts of retaliation
for the senseless killing.

“We are encouraging our people
to be calm and to know that God is
still. in control,” Parks said. And,
the pastor. added, “remember that

* the Lord said; ‘Vengeance is mine.”

He also told the group not to de-
spair that the killer would go free.
“The wheel of justice turns and as it
turns, no one can stop it,” he said.

‘deep at slain boy’ 's funeral

Echoing many of the same sent
ments expressed by Parks, the det

.child’s uncle, Wallace Armstron
. gave a stirring, impassioned eulog

which seemed to send the gatheri:
into an even deeper sorrow.

“Let not your hearts be trouble
for it is the will of God,” plead:
Armstrong, who is a minister.

Like Parks, he implored tl}
group to-“praise God” and let hi
be responsible for avenging W-
liams’ death.

Most of those who attended t!
service followed the family in the
cars in a long procession from t!

.church to the cemetery, whe

Parks and Williams each said fin
prayers over the coffin.




o it s S i b B

1 “v‘- | AR s’i
t\

T Authontxes have released a new
.‘sket.ch of a “possible suspect” in
~the Monday stabbing of-a 3-year-
'.old boy, but homicide detectives
.‘pald they have found few other

: 1eads.

vt Detectives have investigated

rﬁozens of tips prompted by a
$2,000 reward offered by Secret

! Witness for information about the

L killing.

;. The man sought by police was

. spem near the apartment complex

+ at 213'W. New York Ave. about 15 -

. minutes before Arthur James Wil-

i. liams Jr. was stabbed in the head
r about 6. p.m., detectives said.
t.+ The man was described as. 5-

f'oot-8 .130-pound white man with

& slender build, light brown hair

and brown eyes. He also had a
| slight mustache.

. Detective Tom Dillard said the
man generally matches the descrip-
tion of the knife-wielding man, but
he only will be considered a possi-
i+ ble suspect until more information
. ﬂaout the killing is learned.
i+ #The boy, who went by the nick-
. atame “Junior,” was stabbed’ once
i jbove the ear by a man who had
‘ sitting on. a nearby concrete,
¢ ‘whall with the victim’s sister, detec-

. tives said.

! “The 5-year-old girl, the only
known witness to the slaying, told

r v m"i’"“"d
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,Sketch of suspected
child’s slayer released

SLAYING SUSPECT

. hew composite drawing
investigato‘rs' that - the man ap-
proached her brother as he played .
on the sidewalk, pulled a knife
from his pocket and stabbed the
-boy. Police believe the boy was

stabbed with a folding knife.

People with information about
the killing have been asked to con-
tact Secret Witness, 386-3213, or
the Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment’s homicide detail, 386-3521.

Rt e g e et AT e e
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Pohce overwhelmed by calls

in stabbing death of LV child

Metxopol’tan Police homicide de-:
tectives. were overwhelmed Saturday
by coinmunity response aimed at
tracking the-killer of 3-year-old Ar-
thur Williams Jr. and said the con-
tinuing- support made them: confi-
dent the stabbmg suspect would be
seized shortly

- “We're gett.mg hundreds of calls,”
said Det. Ted Rosen. “We're check-
ing them al out, but we have nothing
concrete yet.”

A-$2,00¢ reward is being offered by
Secret Witness for mformatlon
about the killing.

Themmf sought by police was seen
near the apartment complex at 213
W. New York Ave. about 15 minutes
before, the. child was stabbed in the
head about 6 p.m. Monday.

The man was described as white,
5-feet 8-inches tall, about 130
pounds, with a slender build, light-
brown hair and brown eyes. He also
had a slight mustache, officials said.

The boy, who went by the nick-
name “Junior,”. was stabbed once
above the ear by a man who had been
gitting on a nearby concrete wall
with the victim’s sister,

The 5-year-old girl told police the
suspect approached her brother as he
played on the sidewalk, pulled a knife
from his pocket and stabbed the boy.
Police believe the boy was stabbed
with a folding knife.

People with information about the
killing have been asked to contact
Secret Witness, 386-3213, or the
Metropolitan Police Department’s
homicide detail at 386-3521.







. toned down the*front, with sleeves

Police follow clues

in slaying of child.

By Jon Ralston
Review-Journal
Homicide investigators announced
late Wednesday they are searching
for a “possible suspect” in the vicious
stabbing death of a 3-year-old boy.
The man was seen in the immedi-
ate area of the apartment complex at
213 W. New York Ave. minutes be-
fore Arthur James Williams Jr. was

. stabbed in the head about 6 p.m.
- Monday, said homicide. detective.
. Tom Dillard. “(His) description ba-

sically matches physical, as well as
clothes, of the suspect. However, (he)
should only be considered a possible
suspect,” Dillard said.. :

The man, who was seen in the area
about 5:45 p.ms, is described as a

white man, 30-35 years old, about 5

feet 8 inches tall, 130 pounds, with a
slender build, brown eyes and a slight
mustgche. He has short, light brown,
. graying hair combed ;

) above his ears
and parted on the right side. . ¥
. He was wearing a cotton white
man’s dress shirt with tails, unbut-

" rolled up to the elbow. He md light-
. brown khaki trousers, old brown

" deck shoes and spoke English with a
- European accent..’ '

Anyone with any information re-

. garding the man’s identity or any- .
thing relevant to the killing should

call Secret Witness at 386-3213 or

homioide detectives at 386-3521.-

+ Callers may remain anonymous. .

Secret Witness is offering a $2,000

' reward - up from the $1,000 origi-
. nally offered — for information lead-
| ing to the arrest and indictment of

the assailant. . 3
Police received about 25 calls to

‘Secret Witness Wednesday from

. people who offered. information

|

" about the brutal killing, said- Lt.

John Conner, head of the depart-

 ment’s homicide detail. But, after in-

terviewing several people,

detectives
made no arrests.. . .

While Cormer said no one has yet

come forward who actually saw the
boy being killed, he also was confi-
dent that' witnesses to the crimé do
exist.

“It happened at an hour when peo-

ple are normally on the street,” Con-

ner said. “I'd be surprised if someone .

didn’t see something. It’s possible
they may not know what they saw.”

The child was assaulted while
.playing with his 5-year-old sister in

front ‘of the apartment building. He

> died Tuesday morning at Humana

Hospital Sunrise. .

Williams. who went by the nick-
name “Junior,” was stabbed once
above the ear by a man who had been
gitting on a nearby small concrete
wall with the victim’s sistef, police
said. Initial reports  were that the
man had only struck Williams in the
head, but it was later détermined the
boy had been stabbed, probably with
a folding knife.

The young girl, who is the only-
witness known to authorities, told

" investigators the man approached

her brother as he played on the side-
walk, pulled a knife from his pocket
and.stabbed the victim. The suspect
then fled down a nearby alley, the
girl told authorities.

Conner said he is optimistic that
someone who saw the killing will
evettually call Secret Witness. He
added that police are counting on the
public’s help in selving the apparent-

ly motiveless slaying.
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By ED KOCH
SUN Staff Writer . .

Residents of the Fairfield Circle area expressed shock
Wednesday over the killing of a 3-year-old boy who was
stabbed in the brain while playing in front of his mother’s
apartment. ) .

However, few of them said they were surprised.

The neighborhood, ¢onsidered by police to be one of the -
highest crime rate areas in the city, was the scene of Monday
night’s knifing of little Arthur James Williams, Jr. He died
Tuesday morning at Humana Hospital Sunrise. L

 Secret Witness Director Nage Palmer said Wednesday that
calls were coming into his office “rapidly and numerous,”
from people who claimed to have information and from others
wanting to donate to the reward money. (

“Because of the response, we liave doubled the reward to
$2,000 in order to sweeten the kitty,” Palmer said. “But of the-
many calls we've received today (at 386-3213), no one has
:sked for any money for their information. They just want to’

EIP.” . ' o . ' ! B .v
Police said Wednesday they were investigating new leads.
-but had no information to release. ~ - | 3

Williams, known as “Junior,” was killed by a man who sat
on a stone wall, talked with him and his 5-year-old sister, then :
walked up to the boy, unfolded a knife and stabbed him above *

his left ear for no apparent reason, Metro Police said.’ -

} “We knew when we moved here there was a lot of crime,
but we would never have imagined somethiiig like this,” said |

a woman identifying herself as-Teresa, who livés a short . -

.distance from 217 New York Ave., wheré the killing took place. "

Teresa and her husband Darryl, who ‘asked that their last

names pot be used, were out for a walk with their 9-month-old

-,

PR e L T

.'murders, .so T'm not $urprised that something like this
_happened,”’said an apartment managet who asked ghat his

“fnétit manager around here and find out who moved out the’
ere Wit 7 past.éouple days, because I think the guy lived in the area. The.
“son and 2-year-old daughtér Wednesday. K L Sh R e 4
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Slaying shocks Fairfield Ci_'rclef. residents |

r N B
“This whole incident has made us realize that we can’t even

let our children out to play, and turn our backs for one:!

minute,” Teresa said. ey ‘ g
“But even if we watch our children all the time, and are

standing there with them, there’s no guarantee that something * .

like this won’t happen when it comes to a man with a weapon.”
“I own a gun, and some of my neighbors told me they are !

going to get guns tod,” said Darryl. “You got to do what you
got to do to protect your family.”' ' ' 2
- Metro Police describe the child’s killer as either white or "

" Latin with grayish hair. He is an adult, and was believed to be

wearing a white button-down shirt and blue jeans. He was seen

- talking to the children and speaks English. - 4]

Yo
\ -

“I have lived here sevenyears, and I am not surprised,” said
Jesus Flores, who was walking with his

2-year-old daughter
near his Fairfield Avenu¢:house. ST -

- “But I'have never heard of anything worse than this. Tdon't , o
. let my daughter play outside the yard or go anywhere unless .

ty wife is with her.” .. . -

* ““Pm just in shock over-this,” said a senior citizen who was
walking to her Chicago Avenue residence. e

“Pye lived here two years, and ’'m-aware of the crime '

problem. But when something this horrible hits this close to
‘home, it’s shocking.” Bx 1 TR : N
. “Pve lived on New Yoik Avenue for 20 years, and I'vé seen

fame not be used. MY : g
“If 1 were investigating this, T'd check with every apart-

\;{
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police said he was on foet, and ran southward, possibly home.”:
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LV} boy _critic‘:_,alx __}
-after stabbing °

" by assailant
| o TSan, o Yty 95
""" A 3-year-old boy was reported .
“ inf exiticdl eondition Monday night
after he was stabbed while
- playing outside his home with his
younger sister, Metro Police said.

Arthur James Williams Jr., of
217 New York St. No. 4, was taken
i to Humana\_,Hospital Sunrise.

Metro detectives said the child
was playing near the curb in front
of his home when an _unknown

. man-walked up to him, stabbed

. The stabbing in stilt under io
' vestigation, police said. They had
- o motive for the stabbing.

" Child stabbed
1, while playing |

LDQ A 5
e 3-year-old boy remained in criti
1“& cal condition today aftermbcc;'lr.
g IuWV as he played in front of h:i
tf'L e Vegas home Monday night ‘with
sister, Metropolitan Police said.
1=l’_"Autln:n'xtxes today were unsure why
m:knmurnJ male subject stabbed
HoArthfﬁt;r})mWﬂlier.inﬁ'ont'
) ave. ' me at 217 New York.
QC _ Williams was taken to umana
L : to Hi -
Hbm:tal Sunrise following the 6:11
g:ln. mcxden_tmt. He was listed in crm
condition after g
gery, hospital oﬁmex;le.agency i

.- Police : .
by, e, b e
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~Three-year -old LV stabblng V|ct|m dies:

By ED KOCH
SUN Staff Writer )

A 3-year-old boy, stabbed in the skull as he played on a
sidewalk in front of his home, died Tuesday morning about
16Y2 hours after the incident;. Metro Police said.

Arthur James Williams Jr., known to family and other
friends as “Junior,” was at the curb with his 5-year-old sister
when a man stabbed him above the left ear; piercing his brain,
police said. :
~ The ‘s pm. incident occurred in front of his mother’s
. apartment at 217 New York Ave.

“The description we have on the suspect is vague,” said A

Metro homicide Lt. John Conner.

“The suspect is either. white or Latin with grayish hair. He *

is an’ adult, and was believed to be wearing a white button-

~ down shirt and blue jeans.”

Homicide detective Karen Good added that the Suspett was‘

seen talking td the children, and speaks English.

-Secref Witness, a police program that pays. crime Witnasee :

reward money and promises anonymity, said Tuesday :if -is

-A bulletin issued by Secret Witness Tuesday asked anyone
who observed the two small black children with anyone
Monday night, to call either 386-3213 or the homicide detail at
386-3521. -

Good, adding that the investigation was contmuing, said,
prior to the slaying, “the suspect walked over to a wall near

. where the girl was standing, and sat there for a while.

“He got angry at the boy, stabbed him then rah to'the east

side alley of the-apartment and headed sou
The mothet had picked up the children an hour earlier from
their father and stepmother s residence on nearby . West

-Philadelphia ‘Avenue, policé said.

They went to a nearby fast-food restaurant hnd returried to
her apartment.

As the mother prepared the table to serve the food, the

children went outside to play The stabbing occurred minuta
later, police said.

offering a $1,000 reward to anyone who can give inforguat:on “; Sunrise in‘critical condition and dned 'ritesday, two months shy

: .-leadmg to the suspect's a arrest and indietment. 5 a
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Following the knlfing, the screaming fnother called her bx ik
j husband to assist her, pollce said. Y
* The small child ‘was .transported: to Humana Hospital ‘

e
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¢ Arthur James Williams Jr.._



Police seek

aid in boy’'s

‘slaying #7-

_ 19 -85
| By Kent Lauer L/ (7 !
. and Phil Pattee T

Review-dJournal .. . SCN

Police issued a plea Tuesday for,
help in finding a man who fatally*

| stabbed a 3-year-old boy in the head;

for no known reason in.what ome.
detective called the “most senseless’
thing I've seen.” 2 .

Working on no concrete leads and.

| virtually no physieal evidence, police

said they are tuming to citizens who'

—

"“may have information about the: -
. ‘slaying of Arthur James Williams |

Jr., who was stabbed while playing®
with his sister ‘in front of an apart--

| ment building at 213 W, New Yurki

Ave. - Fy
Detectives said they are countipé\
on somebody coming forward be-’

cause the stabbing Was so-appalling. @ . o

' The boy, who went by the nick-.
name of “Junior,” was stabbed: once.

- above’ the ear.about 6 p.m. Monday !

with what was believed: to be a fold- -
ing-knife; police said. The boy’s 5-.
year-old sister is the only witness:
known to police. ! e

The girl told police the killer had:
been sitting next to her on a small’

" concrete wall outside the apartment:

-

building while Ber brother played on.

the sidewalk between the wall and:
the street. Using information sup-:

plied by-the girl, police said the as~: -

sailant pulled & knife from his pock--
et, said he was going to kill the boy

‘and then stabbed the victim.

The assailant then fled south down ® -

a nearby alley, police said. :

Police said the only description of :
the killer is that he was white, possi-
bly Hispanic, and wore. & button-:

down white shirt. They said the man .- |

spoke English and could have had an:
accent. :

by Secret Witness for information:

leading to the arrest and indictment

of the assailant. . ;
Authorities are asking anyone who ..

saw anyone talking with the boy and:
. his sister Monday evening to contact
Secret Witness, 386-3213, or homi- "

cide detectives at 386-3521. Callers

do not have to reveal their identities.: -

Metropolitan Police homicide de-:
tective Tom. Dillard called the stab--

_bing “the most senseless thing I’ye%

seen.” . _
“There éould not be-any provoca-
. Please see SLAYING/4A

B0 31,000 reward has been offered

e
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From 1A .

| tion for this,” Dillard said. “The kids

. anything.”

2

{

| - vietigr as-a happy-go-lucky boy. who
bty amd

" be said.” -

were not out there long enough to do
He estimated the children were
“playing outside for nio longer than 10

" shinutes.
A nearby apartment manager told
police ‘that after the stabbing, the

boy’s mother carried her son in her |

He said he had the woman put the
_boy on a sofa and he started to per-
‘form cardiopulmonary resuscitation
on the child before notifying

fourth birthday in June, was pro-
nounced dead at 10:20 a,m. Tuesday
. in-the pediatric intensive care upit at
-Humana Hospital Sunfise, a hospital
* never regained: consciousness. -
- The boy’s corneas, kidneys and
'heart were removed for transplants,

said Ann Eynch, hospital public rela-.

~"tions director. An organ transplant

Hospital officials were not imme-

~ diately sure “if ‘recipients for the or-
gans had'been. located. .
. Friends and relatives described the

smiled at the man who ap-

*proached. him after briefly speaking
with his 5-year-old sister.

| Arthur Williams Sr:, the boy’s fa-

. ther, said his children were visiting

their mother, who lived' nearby at

217 New York Ave. The youngsters.

frequently played outside when at
home or-syhen visiting their mother,

“We don’t know what happened,”
the father said Tuesday afternoon in

his. apartment a few blocks from °

- .where the stabbing occurred. “Now
we’re afraid for his sister. She was
- the only witness.” :
The father said his children had
been picked up by .their mother,
which was part of a usual routine. He

autheri-,

said. He underwent emergen- |

il

ARTHUR WILLIAMS
...3-year-old-boy killed
‘said their mother would usually bring
the children back in a few hours.

He said the children’s mother told
him she went to a Kentucky Fried
Chicken restaurant to get dinner.
She and her daughter ate, but the
boy went outside because he.was not
hungry at the time, the father said.

- The girl, meanwhile, followed her
brother ‘outside. to play after eating,
he said. . ‘

Williams said he is sure someone
must have seen something because'
the stabbing occurred while it was
still light. .

“There should have been some-
body else on_ the street besides two
kids,” he said. -

“It’s got to be somebody sick in
the head,” the father said of his son’s

killer. “Why would someone do

something to a kid like this?”
Added Williams: “To pull a knife

on a baby like this, I can’t see it.”
Arinie Williams, the boy’s mother

“and a maid at the Las Vegas Hilton,
returned to the apartment only brief-
ly Tuesday and has decided to find a
new home.

The boy’s father described lﬁs son

*|' as a happy-go-lucky child who was

very active, loving and strong for his

age. :
“He got along with everybody,” -

said Williams, 32, a porter for the
Tropicana Hotel. “He always wanted
to play ball, go to the park or ride his
bike.” :

mother, Williams said they decided

At;ber consulting - with the boy’s:

that their son’s organs should be do- :

nated.
“My son’s no longer with us, so I

prefer to have another life continue,”

the father said. “My son will live on
in somebody else’s body.”
Word of the boy’s death spread

through the “Naked City” neighbor-
hood by early Tuesday afternoon. |

| Children continued playing on the :
J . sidewalk in front of his mother's , -
apartment complex, but watchful

adults stood nearby. :

Neighbors said they feared for
their children’s safety, and were fur-
ther scared because the attack ap-

peared random and unprovoked.’

Their comments stopped whenever
cars passed and unfamiliar drivers
scanned the stabbing scene.

“We’re watching everybody, even
people we know,” said a woman hold-

ing a baby. “He might be coming
just return-

back for someone else, or
ing to seethe cops.”
The woman who declined to give

her name remembered the stabbing'

victim as “a loving boy” who usually
had a smile on his face. She de-
scribed him as “unusually intelli-
gent” for a 3-year-old.

A man living down the street said
he heard screaming and ran outside -
to find several people hovering over
the injured boy. He had been stand-

ing outside. only a few minutes be-.

fore,

“I wish I had stayed out there, I.. g
might have seen something,” said the -

man who also was afraid of giving his
name. “I wonder why he didn’t hurt

the girl. I guess the guy was nuts or .

planned to kill the boy all along.”



