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- 12-year-old disappeared Oct. 19

By HAROLD HYMAN i
SUN Staff Writer

Brinley Junior High School student Lisa Traver, who
vanished while walking home from school Oct. 19, was
found dead Monday at the extreme west end of Ann Road
on the edge of a gravel pit.

Positive identification was not possible immediately
because of the advanced state of the body’s decomposi-
tion. However, homicide detectives visited Lisa’s

parents in mid-afternoon and said the clothing and

imitation pear] necklace she was wearing when she

disappeared matched perfectly with what the corpse -

found Monday was wearing.

Firm identification through dental records was ex-
pected by noon Tuesday. Condition of the body indicated
the victim had been dead almost two weeks, the time
since Lisa disappeared.

Although it was obvious she had been slain, sand and
gravel that partially covered the body, plus decomposi-
tion, made it difficult to determine the cause of death at
the scene, police said.

" A thorough examination was to be made in the Clark

County morgue early Tuesday that will determine how °

she was killed, they said.

A pair of pink and white gym shorts Lisa was wearing,

was found near the body indicating she rhay have been
sexuallv assaulted. However, that will not be confirmed

until Tuesday when the body is medically examined,
they said. -~

It was found shortly before noon by two teenagers
who had gone to the remote area at the base of the Spring
Mountains to target shoot. -

On first sighting it, the youths thought the bddy‘ was
a mannnequin that had been dumped with other trash in
. the area, they said. )

Police indicated they have no clues in the case that
woqld lead to the girl’s killer or killers: -

. An incident Sunday in which a 13-year-old girl said
she was attacked, almost raped and almost kidnapped by
three men in a pickup truck on Smoke Ranch Road and
Maverick Street, near where Lisa disappeared, will be -

« examined in depth to determine if a connection exists,
they said. REIOR R 218 ‘

In Sunday’s incident the girl said she fought off her
attackers, who appeared to be motorcycle bums, and
fled while they jumped back into their truck and drove
away. ! 5 ‘

Lisa’s parents, Ken and Sandy Traver, and their older
daughters, Karen, 14, and Denise, 13, were deeply
depressed Monday after the visit by detectives who told
them of the body’s discovery. - : {

 (See MISSING. Page 2)
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Missing LV girl
discovered slain

(Continued from Page 1)

As a weeping Mrs. Traver was consoled in her
living room by friends and relatives, Ken Traver
stepped outside on the front lawn of his home on Sisk
Street and discussed his daughter.

. “Why would anybody want to do this, especially to
- a girl as gentle and passive as Lisa?” he asked.

Traver, a heavy duty mechanic for Cashman
_Equipment Co., said Lisa turned 12 the day before she
glsapf:ared'. “She was good, kind, loving and gentle,”

e said. -

Traver stared at the ground, then looked up and
said the community had been “very supportive.”
.Posters with the girl's picture were distributed ever-
-ywhere in Las Vegas by concerned citizens and he had
-rec:ived dozens of phone calls offering assistance, he
sald, ' :

_ Lisa had been walking the eight long blocks to her
home after school, trailing a group of schoolmates
ahead of her. She disappeared while following their
trail through a small desert area near a large housing
tract.

When they looked back after crossing the open
area she was no longer in sight, her father said.

Later that day, Lisa’s purse and a backpack she
had worn that held her school books was found stuffed
under a creosote bush near Cheyenne Avenue and
Jones Boulevard, some three blocks from where she
vanished. '

A seventh grader, this was Lisa’s first year at
Brinley Junior High. She had attended Mabel Hog-
gard Sixth Grade Center last year, and had been a
pupil ‘:? J.T. Willlams and Paul Culley elementary.
schoo «
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Body may
be missing
youngster

By Richard Cornett
Review-Journal

The parents of 12-year-old Lisa -
Traver spent many restless hours.

last night, hoping and praying
against odds that the body of a

young female found Monday in a -

gravel pit on Ann Road was not
their daughter, .

“We're hoping that by some slim
chance it isn’t her,” said Ken

Traver, father of the Brinley Junior

High School seventh grader who
vanished Oct. 19 while. walking
home from classes. “But from the

clothing and jewelry found on the

body, it was what Lisa was wearing
when she disappeared. We're expect-
ing the worst.” :
The father said the coroner’s of-
fice was expected to make positive

identification of the body sometime °
later this morning by comparing _

dental charts, ,
The body was found about noon

‘Monday by two teen-age boys who
were target shooting in the desert _

near the extreme west end of Ann

. Road north of Las Vegas, said Sgt.
- Ted Rosen of the Metropolitan Po.

lice Department,

The body was partially clothed
and had been dead for about two
weeks, Rosen said, adding the cloth-
ing,apairofpinkandwhitegym
shorts, and an imitation pearl neck-

-lace found on the corpse matched

those worn by the missing girl.

Rosen said the autopsy might re-
veal if she was sexually assaulted
before her death.

.- Homicide detectives visited the
Travers Monday afternoon and told

them of 'the necklace and clothing -

that had been found with the body.

Lisa Traver was last seen walking
home from school behind a group of
friends, her father said. She disap-
peared while following them through

a small desert area near a large -

housing tract.

Later in the day, her purse and
satchel were found by workmen in

the desert near Jones Boulevard and

Cheyenne Avenue.
Please see BODY/4A

‘Body

From 1A

Rosen said detectives are-investi-
gating the attempted kidnapping
and attempted rape Sunday of a 13-
year-old girl near Smoke Ranch
Road and Maverick Street. They are
looking into the  possibility that it
may be related to Lisa Traver’s dis-
appearance, Rosen said.

Police said the girl managed to

escape from two men who attacked

her about 3 p.m, after getting out of
a pickup truck driven by another
man. The truck had pulled in front
of her as she was walking,
T'Re men, police said, tried to drag
-her into the truck, a late-mode]
brown Dodge. The truck had large
tires, chrome rims and tan curtains
in the rear window, )
Ken Traver described his daugh-
ter as “kind and gentle” and he
won’t let police rest until her slayer
or slayers are captured. ;
Lisa Traver has two sisters, Ka-
ren, 14, and Denise, 13, '
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L=ads pointed
to Lisa Traver
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i Most of the ingredients typical of
a juvenile runaway were present in
the disappearance of Lisa Traver,

| and as recently as last week police

1 were getting bum leads that the girl

| — whoee battered body was found

: Monday — was in hiding.

Detective Melvin Link of the Met-

: ropolitan Police Department, who
handled the initial probe into her
disappearance, said he and other de-

i tectives received numerous reports
that the 12-year-old girl was alive

' and friends were providing her with

| food and shelter. '

i In-the middle of last week two
invey*~tors went to a condomini-
um X Je area of Brinley Junior
High ] following a tip she was
staying there. The information
proved false, Z

“It was a typical runaway pat-

“tern,” Link said. “She had told’

friends that she wanted to run away

Pl PRS- <
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being runaway

and had a dispute with her parents
the day of her disappearance and
was placed on restriction.

“We had several leads that she
was alive and tried to follow up on
each one.”

Late Tuesday afternoon Ken
Traver, father of the Brinley seventh
grader who was found beaten to

!
]
death in the desert alongAnnRoad,I
criticized police for a slipshod pre- Isa RI. |11-3-8S=2

liminary investigation. From 1A
The father said he felt the story ook the articles but failed to get the
given by an unidentified man, who man’s name. He also said he was a
found Lisa's knapsack containing yyrveyor for a nearby construction
books, papers and her purse, was crew.
suspicious. - . When the man went to police
This was because the man agyin — this time to the Las Vegas
changed his story the second time be aythorities — he claimed the prop-
was questioned by police, he added. erty was found near Brooks Avenue
Traver said the man claimed to and Torrey Pines Drive, an area fre-
have found the belongings near quently traveled by Lisa and her
Jones Boulevard and Cheyenne AV-yyumateq the father said,
enue. He then tumed the evidenice * gon Traver claimed the man nev-
over to North Las Vegas police, who or igentified himself to police, a
Please see LISA/4Astatement Link refuted.

Link identified the man as Regi-
nald Griffin. He said he and Griffin
last Friday drove to the location
where the girl's belongings were
found.

The detective said Griffin’s back-
ground has been investigated, that
he has a clean record and there is no
indication he was involved in the
‘slaying. Link said Griffin is an unem-
ployed truck driver who currently
lives out of his pickup truck and
searches the desert for salvageable
items.

“He was told by someone that he
was being sought by the police and
he didn’t hesitate to come forward.
We rode out to the location and he
showed me where he found her small
backpack containing candy wrap-
pers, a hairbrush, books and papers,
a canvas-type wallet but no identifi-
cation.”

Link said Griffin told him the
knapsack was partially hidden in
some bushes and the contents were
not scattered, as they would have
been if thrown from a moving car.
He said this reaffirmed his suspicion

Lisa was a possible runaway because
she would have hidden her belong,
ings so they could be retrieved later.

After finding the property the day!
after Lisa’s disappearance, Griffin
gave it to a North Las Vegas patrol-
man parked in a shopping center at'
Cheyenne Avenue and Jones Boule-|
vard. Link said Patrolman Bob|
Smith, believing a student merely!
had lost the property, turned it over|
to administrators at Brinley Junior!
High School. ‘

The evidence did not come to-his
attention until several days after it
had been found. School officials,
upon identifying the owner, called
the Metropolitan Police Department
and Link followed up.

The fact Smith did not take Grif-
fin’s name is evidence the patrolman -
did not link it to the missing girl or

- give it a second thought, the detec-

tive theorized. When questioned by
Link, Smith had to recall from mem-
ory what Griffin had told him, possi-
bly getting facts confused or assum-
ing too much, Link said.

Thus the North Las Vegas patrol-

" man could have assumed Griffin be-

long to a construction crew in the
area and believed the knapsack was
found where he was parked at the
time of the report, at Jones and
Cheyenne.

“I don’t know what the patrolman .
thought at the time ... it’s hard to
say.”

Smith was unavailable for com-
ment.

Meanwhile, homicide investiga-
tors Wednesday reported no' break-
throughs in the case. There are no

leads or suspects,
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1 COMBING THE AREA - Police use a hehcopter to check a crime scene for clues near. the area of Brinley Junior High School.

Police
seeking
clues

Metropolitan Police combed
the area Friday where they be-
lieve 12-year-oid Lisa Traver
was last seen alive.

Homicide detectives said of-
ficers went door-to-door, looking
for any leads on how Traver
disappeared after school Oct. 19.
They blocked traffic and
talked to virtually everyone in the-
area between the Traver home
at 3099 Sisk St. and Brinley Ju-
nior High School, where Lisa
was a seventh grader.

Police ‘also hovered over the
area in helicopters, taking aerial
photographs they hope will
provide clues in the brutal kndnap
and murder case.

So far, police report no sus-
pects or leads.
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"SE’ARCI'I.!NG WITH CAMERAS - A police photographer prepares to
take aérial pictures ta aid in the search for a girl’s killer.
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Afa ther’s plea |

Find my little girl’s Killers

By HAROLD HYMAN -
. and JEFFREY M. GERMAN
SUN Staff Writers

. An emotional plea was tearfully
. made Tuesday by the father of slain
Lisa Traver for Las Vegans to pressure
Metro Police to press their search for
" his lz-year-old daughter’s killer or
killers.

“I don’t want whoever did this to go

‘brought to justice.”

«alled reporters to his home, 3099 Sisk
St., at 415 p.m. after he was informed
. by police that positive identification of
Lisa had been made on the badly
beaten body of a girl who was found
- dead Monday on the extreme west end
.of Ann Road at the edge of a gravel pit.
. Lisa could not be identified positive-
.ly Monday because her face had been
obliterated by repeated blows from a
heavy object, possibly a large rock.
" Cause of death was officially listed
as several powerful blows to the head.
- ‘Police said they believe Lisa had
also been raped by the person or
persons who kidnapped her on the af-
* ternoon of Oct. 19 as she walked home
from Brinley Junior High School.
- However, - -confirthation--6f rape is
awaiting further medical examination,

far behind a group of schoolmates as

et

desert area. When her schoolmates
- turned around after reaching a street
(See POLICE, Page 4)

SR

. free,” he said. “I want this person
Choking back tears, Ken Traver

. There were apparently no witnesses °
to the abduction. Lisa had been tfrailing -

she walked home alone across an open -

SUNfoto by JIM LAURIE

Ken Traver ﬂghts back tears as famlly friend Don Marshall looks on




Police action asked in girl’s murder -

(Continued from Page 1)
¢~ she was gone, ac-
¢. | to initial police
reports.

Detectives Tuesday
said they have no clues
yet in the abduction and
sex slaying.

Homicide
vestigators informed
Traver and his wife, San-
dy, Monday afternoon the

dead glrl might be their.

missing daughter.
Clothing on the body
matched perfectly with
what Lisa wore when she
vanished. )

Her pink and white
gym shorts had been
ripped off and discarded
near where her body was
found.

Traver said’ Tuesday
he was issuing the public
appeal to maintain pre-
ssure on police in-
vestigators because, he
claimed, they failed to
take * ‘s daughter’s disap-

4 e seriously until
a “week after she
vanished..

“Y felt they dxdn’t get
serious about it until last
week. At first they
{police) treated it as
though she was a
TUnaway.

“But she wasn't that
kind of person. My little
girl was so positive. She

just wouldn’t do that. It's |

so unfair,” he said and

fought back the tears that -

trickled down his ashen
face. -

Traver had on Monday
had made similar
charges. He claimed a de-
tective assigned to the

missing person case had

wrongfully assumed Lisa
simply ran away from'

The detective, he said,
badgered his older
daughters, Karen, 14, and
D 13, and accused
s - of knowing Lisa’s
whereabouts and main-
taining silence about it. -

‘The detective’s actions
wd attitude, Traver said,

in--

iz

weed him to lodge a -

wbal complaint on the

telephone with the
downtown police station
commander,

An apology was later
issued, he said.

“I want the public to
be aware of the case so
the police don’t just let it
go,” Traver said in the.
press conference.

Metro Undersheriff
Eric Cooper responded,
saying the department
treated the disap-
pearance initially as a
runaway situation
because initial signs from
the family pointed in that
direction.

“The fact that we

treated it as a runaway
does not mean we treated
it lightly,” Cooper said.
He added that in-
vestigdtors spent con-
siderable time and re-
sources trying to find the
girl. .
. Also. at Tuesday’s
press conference, Don
Marshall, administrator
of the Nevada State Soc-
cer Referees Association,
announced that a fund in-
itially launched as a re-
ward to find Lisa, will
now be channeled as a
reward for information
leading to the arrest of
her killer or killers.

The entire Traver
family is deeply involved
in amateur soccer. Lisa
was a soccer player and
her older sisters are soc-
cer referees as well as
players.. Ken Traver and
his wife are both coaches
of amateur soccer teams.

Thus far, more than

S—

$400 has been raised,
Marshall said. One (soc-
cer) team has already
donated $100 toward this
fund, he said.

On another front,
police continued to in-
vestigate the attempted:
kidnapping and at-

~ Tk TR

tempted rape of a 13-
year-old girl last Sunday
at Smoke Ranch Road
and Maverick Street.
The girl reported to
police three men in a
pickup truck cut her off,
tried to rape her and
tried to drag her into

uuud
their vehicle. However,
she said, she fought:them
off and fled. '
The incident occm:m@‘l
in the' immediate
neighborhood of Bmgle?
Junior High and znea?
where ‘'Lisa Traver wag
last seen alive. 12
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)LEADS FOR JUSTICE - Kenneth Traver faces reporters after
earning that a body found in a gravel pit was his 12-year-old

Father issues plea to find child’s killer

ly Jay D. Evensen :
leview-Journal -

The father of 12-year-old Lisa
‘raver, whose decomposed body
ras 1 in a gravel pit earlier
his™~. 4, made an impassioned
lea to police and citizens Tuesday
D ﬁnd his daughter’s klller

A Y ity e

He also chastized Metropolitan
Police for not being thorough in its
investigation.

Straining to maintain his compo-

. sure, Kenneth Traver called a
news conference at his home, 3099
Sisk Road, moments after the cor-
oner’s office had positively identi-

fied a body found Monday off Ann
Road as the remains of his daugh-
ter, who had vanished Oct. 19
while walking home from school.
Homicide Lt. John Coenner said she
died from numerous blows to the
head.

“1 don’t‘want whoever did this to

Gary Thompson/Review-Journa

daughter Lisa. With one of his two surviving daughters looking
on, Traver made a plea to bring the killer to justice.

go free,” the grieving father tolc
reporters assembled on his fron:
lawn. “My little girl was.so passive
and so quiet. She wouldn’t hun
anybody.

“The pain they have caused m:

Please see PLEA/4/
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ly and the soccer community —
use they are all behind us — is
unbearable.” -
side the home the mood was
rer. Sandy Traver, Lisa’s moth-
id not face the reporters. Her

were heard coming from a bed-

kvei  .d he questioned the
ods police have used in investi-
g the case, which until a few
ago was bemg treated as a run-

! sald he felt the story given by
nidentified man, who found Li-
sichool books and purse the af-
on she disappeared, was suspi-

think the investigation should
with this guy,” Traver said,
ring t6 the man. “He has
ged his story.” - 4

aver said the man originally
ied he found the belongings
Jones Boulevard and Cheyenne
ue. He then turned the, evi-
e over to North Las Vegas po-

aver said authorities initially
«d at accepting the evidence be-
+ it had been found in Las Ve-
rather than North Las Vegas.
' finally took the articles, but

failed to get the man’s name.
Sandy Traver, Lisa’s mother,
made a plea on a local television

"' station, asking the man who found

her daughter’s possessxons to reveal

himself.

en the man went to police the
second time, Traver said, he had
changed his story. According to

Traver, the man claimed the books
and purse had been found near
Brooks Avenue and Torrey Pines
Drive — an area frequently traveled
by Lisa and her classmates from
Brinley Junior High School.

“1 think he is lying,” the father
said. “Lots of kids go through there
every day. I'm sure some of my older
daughters would have recogmzed Li-
sa’s stuff.

“He claimed that he saw the
books laying in the path that the
kids take to school in the desert, in
the morning, and went back in the
afternoon and picked them up,” he
said. “The police officer that
brought the stuff here said that the
guy had given it to him around 11
o'clock or so.”

" The man originally claimed to be
a surveyor, then changed his story,
saying he lived in a truck and spent
his- time going through the desert
looking for things, Traver said.

“If this man had nothing to hide,

he' would come out and give his
name,” Traver said.

He said police still had not beer
able to identify the man.

Traver fought back tears as he
talked to reporters. The identifiea-
tion of his daughter ended a night-
mare that intensified when two teen-
age boys found the remains about
noon on Monday while target shoot-
ing in the desert near the extreme
west end of Ann Road.

The victim was partially clothed
and had been dead for about two

weeks, according to Metropolitan -

Police Sgt. Ted Rosen. A pair of
pink and white gym shorts and an
imitation pear! necklace found on
the body matched those worn by
Lisa the day she disappeared.

Homicide detectives had visited
the Travers Monday afternoon and
told them of the discovery.

- Traver said the family, had been
hoping Lisa had run away from
home, as police suspected. Inside,
however, he never really believed it.

“She was scolded for her grades
that morning before she left for
school,” he said. “And she still
kissed her mother goodbye.”

Traver said Lisa had celebrated

disappeared.

. “I want them to pursue it,” he saic

referring to the police. “I want the'
community to come out and get be

hind it (the investigation) and pu

pressure on until this man i

caught.”

Lisa had been an avid soccer play
er for a team called the Bobcats
Traver, his wife and daughters Ka
ren, 14, and Denise, 13, are all certi
fied soccer referees.

A fund set up by Pon Marshall
Nevada’s referee administrator, wil
be used to establish a reward fo
information leading to the arrest o
the killer; LI

The fund, started a week ago t
help find Lisa, has received abou
$400 so far. “There will be a genera
referees meeting Friday,” Marshal
said. “We hope everyone brings fivi
dollars. We're not asking any ques
tions. We just want a lead.”

In addition to her interests in soc
.cer, Lisa was a member of the Ac
venturers Club, a group that take
numerous wildlife tnps, and enjoye
needlepoint and jigsaw puzzles, he
‘father said. -

She was born in Lodi, Calif,, an:
moved with her family to Las Vega

_her 12th birthday the day before she - in 1979.
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Parents to raise

-$10,000 reward
for slayer of girl

By MARY O'DRISCOLL i
SUN Staff Writer

- A group of Las Vegans calling itself
“Qutraged Parents Against Crime” plans
te raise $10,000 to help search for the
person who killed Lisa Traver.

Traver, 12, was found dead Oct. 31 in
the desert northwest of Las Vegas. She
had been missing since Oct. 19. She had

‘been beaten and raped.

OPAC hopes to raise the $10,000 to add

to the $2,000 Secret Witness and the $3,000

the Nevada State Soccer -Referees As-
sociation are offering for information

.leading to the arrest and conviction of

Traver’s killer.

_ “We're ijust a group of frustrated
parents,” said organizer Steve Miller. “We
all are parents of teenagers. We were 80

-frustrated we decided this was probably
-the only thing we could do.”

The group’s 15 members met Tuesday
night in a Las Vegas home and set up its
plan to publish half-page advertisements
in area newspapers with the Traver girl’s’

_picture with the caption “Angry and out-

raged parents ask: Who committed this.

" horrible and hostile act against one of our
- Las Vegas children? Please help us to help

Secret Witness to-enhance the now $5,000
award to increase the amount to entice

_information from any person who knows

any person who knows who committed the
murder.” ,

The advertisements continue with in-
formation as to where donations to the

‘fund may be made.

If the person is not found, Miller said,
the money raised will be used for a
scholarship fund for a Clark County
School District student. -

“We felt the death of Lisa Traver had

-fallen by the wayside, that other news
-events took it out of the news. We just

wanted to bring the name again in front of

_the public,” Miller said.

“It's to tell the people here that this
community will not tolerate it.”
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Outraged parent

A citizen's group called “Outraged
Parents Against Crime” is attempt-
ing to raise $10,000 to aid in the
search of the killer or killers of Brin-
ley Junior High School student Lisa
Traver.

The 12-year-old seventh grader
was found beaten to death Oct. 31 in
the desert northwest of Las Vegas.
She had been kidnapped while walk-

ing home from school Oct. 19.

‘About 15 residents met for a meet-
ing earlier this week at the home of
Ed and Paula Kiefaber on Rochell
Lane near Pecos and Flamingo
roads.

“We are just guesstimating about

the $10,000. We know we can come
wwlth&l,ﬁmform"uid&eve

Miller, one of thevgroup's organizers.

The Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment's Secret Witness program is
offering ‘a $2,000 cash reward for in-
formation about the killer and thé
Nevada State Soccer Referees Asso-
ciation is offering another $3,000,
Miller said. The Traver family i
active in socre~ programs..

A trust fund has been established
at the First Interstate Bank branch
on Rantho Drive near Bonanza

Road in the ghi's name for those

who wish to donate.
1a the event the murderer is not
¢aptured, the money will be used as
a scholarship fund next year in the
slain girl's narie.
.. “Even if we_are not successful in
{ .

s raise _funds to find kiIIer'_;f.{

finding the culprit there are parents
who are not going to sit by and let
this kind of thing fall by the way-
gide,” Miller said. “We just want this
particular act not to occur any long-
er.”

" The ad hoc group plans to take
but half-page advertisements in area
newspapers with the Traver girl's

picture with the caption “Angry and
outraged parents ask: Who commit- .
ted this terrible and hostile act
against one of our Las Vegas chil-
dren? Please help us to help Secret "
Witness to enhance the now $5,000
reward to increase the amount to
entice information from any persori
who knows any person who knows
who committed the murder.” i{

-




?I._isa’s death haunting Brinley Junior High students

By MARY O'DRISCOLL
SUN Staff Writer

Parents in cars wait to pick their
children up from school.

Those students who do walk, don’t walk
home alone.

And the student body at Brinley Junior
High School could best be described as
paranoid.

. In the wake of the tragic death of Lisa
Traver, 12, who disappeared Oct. 19 and
whose body was found Monday, youths at

e school she attended are feeling a little
hervous.

] didn’t think it would ever happen,”

aid 14-year-old Danny Cooper. “It
frossed my mind, but didn’t bother me.”
! Becky Bostick, 11, said she has a sister
who also attends Brinley, and who is
dcared about the situation. And her 16-
year-old sister is not allowed to deliver
newspapers or collect money from
gewspaper subscribers alone any more.
t Tammy Woofter, 13, said the students
had heard a lot of grisly rumors as to
Traver's fate after her disappearance.

e g

Group stresses kids’ awareness of pedophiles

‘A Las Vegas group is trying to make the community aware
of the growing problem of missing children and child molesta-
tion beforé it becomes too pervasive.

Educate People to Protect Innocent Children, a national”
organization with 200 members locally, instructs children to
say “No” to strangers as a preventive measure against

kidnapping and child abuse.

“The No. 1 weapon against this child abuse is awarepess,”
Barbara Smith of EPPIC said.

1t is important to instruct children to say “No” to
strangers, Smith said, because studies show a number of
pedophiles say they would not molest children if the children
would turn them away, ; . )

“This is one time when you don’t have to do what the adult
says,” Smith said. {

Smith cautions all ¢hildren to walkin groups and to let
pareifs know where they are-at all times, !

Parents also should instruct their children on the dif-
ference between “good” and “bad” touching, she said, and to
tell their parents if and when anyone tries to force “bad”
touching on them. ) . :

“People think it's sex education,” she said. “But it Isn't:
With the younger children, we tell them their private parts
are what their bathing suit covers.” 5

The main thing, Smith said, is for parents to let their
children know the threat of being molested js there.

“Sometimes you have o let thern know every day.”

Traver’s body was found on the ex-
treme west end of Ann Road at the edge
of a gravel pit. She died from several
powerful blows to the head.

“When one of my friends first heard a
body was fourid, she said ‘I hope it's not
Lisa’s,” Bostick said.

e r—— e

The three students were let out of their
journalism class early and sat in a con-
ference room outside the principal’s of-
fice to talk about the incident. Bostick
produced a note scrawled on a piece of
paper from a friend of hers in one of her
classes.

“Everyone is so paranoid now,” wrote
Jeni Mains, 13. “So much that they're
asking their parents for rides to and from
school.”

The three students previously had been
instructed by their parents what to do
should they be accosted.

¢ -\

-

“If it happened to me, I'd probabl
run,” Woofter said. “If they did get a hol
of me, I'd probably fight them.” i

“My mom was paranoid before this
She went to a rape crisis class,” Bostic
said. “This has restrained us to not gd!
anywhere. I used to be able to walk t
Von's and meet people there.” ‘

Woofter said she rides the bus to an
from school, so she doesn't worry tf
much about that, but added she always ig;
with friends if she walks anywhere.

from the school. :

He is cautious, though, when he’s awa
from school. “Usually I don’t go down (to
the store) without somebody. '

Brinley students were instructed duir4
ing first-period classes Tuesday that:if
they were approached by strangers at ahy
time, they were to run to the nearést
house or to the nearest business establigh
ment, Principal Michael Kinnaird said}
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Teachers remember

By Diane Russell
- Review-Journal

Brinley Junior High School teach-
ers Tuesday described 12-year-old
Lisa Traver as a friendly, quiet child
" who was never any problem.

They were upset to learn late
Tuesday afternoon that Lisa wag
dead — something they had feared
since news reports surfaced Monday
evening about a body discovered in a

- gravel pit.

Lisa’s science teacher, Lee Anne:

Holak, described Lisa as a quiet girl
who worked hard. “She was never
any problem.”

Holak also supervises the Adven-
turers Club to which Lisa belonged.
Lisa was very active in the club,
enjoying the camping and backpack-
ing outings, Holak said.

The club was scheduled to meet
Tuesday, but the meeting was can-
celed because the students were so
worried about Lisa, she said.

Holak said she became aware of
Lisa’s disappearance soon after it
happened because she lives near the
Traver home and Lisa’s parents
called to see if their daughter had
visited.

Although Lisa’s parents told re-
porters that they had scolded Lisa
the morning of her disappearnce be-
cause she was having academic trou--
bles, Holak said those troubles were
not in science. ' :

“She wasn’t one of those students
that the grades came easy to,” but
she worked hard, Holak said. The
teacher added that when she com-
puted grades for Lisa’s class Tues-
day, Lisa had a high B. —~

Holak said she never believed
speculation that Lisa had run away -
from home because of trouble with
her grades.

“I kept saying she can’t be a run-
away,” Holak said. “I just conldn’t

believe she would run away because .

her grades were bad,” she added,
explaining that Lisa was the type of
student who would seek help from
her teachers rather than run away.

Math teacher Carol Long made a )

similar assessment of Lisa. “When [
heard she had run away, I was really
surprised because she didn’t seem
like that type at all,” she said.

“She never was any problem in
class. She was an excellent student -

T

Lisa as quiet child -

day because’ the;y' knew a body had .

(and) well-behaved.”
Lisa, who was earning an A in
math, “did her homework and came

- to class on time and prepared (for

the lesson),” Long said.

“I thought she was a véry nice
young lady.” .

Carol Shaffer, who was Lisa’s lan-
guage arts teacher, said of Lisa, “She
was sweet. She was quiet.”

While some junior high students
try to act beyond their years, Lisa
still was a little girl in many ways,
she said. . _

“She didn’t try to act hard or
tough,” Shaffer said, adding, “I can’t
say anything about her that wasn’t
nice. .

“She seemed to get along with
everybody,” the teacher said. “She

just seemed to be happy most of the °

time.” -
The mood at the junior high
school was one of great concern
Tuesday, according to the teachers.
They said Lisa’s classmates had
been very worried about Lisa ever
since she disappeared while walking
home from school Oct. 19, but were

even more worried in school Tues-

been found.

However, Long said she thought
the two weeks that had elapsed

since Lisa’s disappearance had

helped prepare students for the pos- -

sibility their classmate might be

dead. “[ think the time element has
given them a chance to get used to )

the idea.” .
Holak said the whole ordeal has

been very difficult for Brinley stu- '

dents, faculty. and staff,
Most Brinley teachers talked to
their students Tuesday about the

situation, Stewart said. “I think all -

of the teachers today talked about
safety and about how not to put
yourself in a situation where you're
vulnerable.” o .

Long said she hopes other stu-
dents will learn from what happened

to Lisa that an it-can't-happen-to- -

me attitude is foolish because bad

things do not always happen to -
“someone else.” -

Young people, especially the boys,
tend to think they can handle any

n
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situation and that nothing can hap-

pen to them, she said.
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