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By Dwayne McClellan
" .Shock, disbelief and other similar ad-

jectives are common thoughts around’

Dent County after last week’s an-
nouncement that Salem native Sally
Ann (Adams) Dane had been arrested
‘and charged with allegedly killing her
husband, Matthew Dane in September,
1986 near Las Vegas, Nev.,

Adding to the initial confusion and
shock were conflicting reports given to
the Salem media and the media in
Evansville, Ind. by the Las Vegas
metro sheriff’s department.

The report took time to sink in and is
taken by many as an attempt to ruin a
good, friendly and moral person.

Dane is a member of the Salem
Assembly of God Church in Salem and
her pastor, Rev. Roy Bennett says the
incident is not to be believed. His
church is praying for Sally throughout

‘her ordeal. A special prayer meeting
Tuesday at the church attracted more

" than 100 of her friends. t
Dane was commonly seen working

with children in her church, singing in
the choir and being a good Christian.
Bennett said he had known her for 10
years and he, along with former Salem
resident Mickey Davis, had married
her and her husband. -

‘“She is one of the most dedicated
Christian ladies I've ever pastored,”
Bennett said. “If she thought she ever
hurt someone’s feelings she would

. apalogize-many-timén-snd wollld oftenl =«

take the blame on herself instead of
hurting someone.”

Bennett said the news of what hap-
pened came as a shock especially since
what she is accused of is not in her

' nature. He said Sally does not have the
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potential to do what she is being accus-
ed of.

“T was very shocked,”” Bennett said.
“I just couldn’t believe it and still
don’t.”

Bennett said her parent.s Jumor and
Betty Adams are having a hard time
coping with the fact their daughter was
arrested.

The pastor said it's very hard to see
their child put in jail and treated like a
criminal. “It's a tragedy for both
families. One life is already gone and if
Sally is convicted another life is gone,”

Bennett said Sally is loved by many
people and he didn’t know of anyone
who didn’t like her. She never did
anything to give a person a reason to
dislike her.

“You don't get many people that
come to church like Sally,” Bennett
said. “‘She was loved by all.”
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The news was equally as hard to
receive by those at Salem High School
where Sally graduated in 1984 before
entering Evangel College in Springfield
where she earned high marks.

“It was hard for us to imagine her
even being involved,” said principal
Bud Glazier. Glazier said he and other
teachers had discussed the issue Thurs-
day after school and no one could
believe it. It was like a bombshell drop-
ped on our smali Ozarks community.

Glazier said Sally was a good student, .

was perhaps a shy student, at times,
and caused no problems. She was a
highly respected student.

“8he is a super nice kid,” Glazier
said. “It was quite a shock to hear
about it. I don’t know of any other way
to answer it.”

Glazier said Sally was not the ex-
plosive type of person. She did her part
in school and something like what she is
being accused of is not in her nature.

“We cannot explain why she would
even be involved,” Glazier said.

Other reactions in Salem are as im-

portant. Many had trouble expressing .

their thoughts on the matter and some
were not able to say enough good
things about her.

Joyce Inman, high school teacher,
said Sally was a student in an advanced
word class of hers, a college prep class.
She said Sally was a perfect student;
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around the community.

She said when she first heard of the
incident she couldn’t accept it and she
still doesn’t.

“There is a mistake, this is not Sally
Adsms,” Inman said upon hearing the
news. ““I enjoyed having her in the
classroom, I was tickled to see her
come in the classroom. It was a shock
to hear about it.”

Inman said Sally always had a smile
on her face while in school and was one
of the best students in school. After
hearing the news she tried to remember
if there were any tell tale signs.

“I never saw any backslide or change
in ber behavior,” Inman said. “She was
a good student and was appreciative,”

Sally had many friends in high
school. One of them was Lisa Wilker-
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Dent Countians still cannot believe

3lleged charges against Adams girl

son, daughter of Jerry and Sandra
Wilkerson. Sandra said she does not
believe that Sally could be involved and
said that people who knew her could not
believe what is being said.

“I'm very sorry because nobody will
make me believe this,” she said. “It’s
very hard to put in words because 1
don’t believe it.”

Sandra said her daughter and Sally
were friends for many years and what

, she is being accused of is false. “I can’t

believe it, no way.”

Sandra did, however, criticize the
people who are spreading rumors. She
said she had heard many of them and
just wish people could stick to the trulh
or nothing at all.

Before high school, Sally also drew
the praise of her junior high principal,
Jack Hayes. Hayes said Sally was an
exceptional student academically,
behavior wise and in citizenship. Hayes
said she got along well with other
students and teachers and she did
everything well.

“I couldn’t say enough good things
about Sally,” Hayes said.

Chamber to meet
Thursday noon

Derry Brownfield, popular
agriculture reporter, will be the
featured
nquet which
has been set for Saturday, March 21 at -
the Tower Inn.

Brownfield was also the featured
speaker at the chamber banquet t'uur
years ago.

The annual chamber banquet nnll

also feature the naming of the citizen of _

the year for 1987. Sandie Hagler, ox- *

+ ecutive secretary for the Chamber, suid

nominations for citizen of the year will
be taken after Feb. 1. .The annual
chamber banquet will also have a live
band entertainment. #

Hagler also reports that the monthly
chamber of commerce noon meeting
will be Thursday at the Walnut Bowl.
Introduction of new officers will be
made as well as discussion of the cur-
rent budget as adopted by the board of
directors.
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