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Metropolitan Police are asking for
the public’s help in solving the shoot-
ing death of 19-year-old Nellis air-
man Matthew L. Dane.

Dane’s body was found about 2:15
p.m. Monday on Mount Charleston
near Lee Canyon and Cold Creek
Canyon roads by a couple looking for
pine cones. He had been shot several
times with a small-caliber weapon,
said Lt. Paul Conner, chief of the
Police Department’s homicide detail.

Dane was assigned to the 474th
maintenance division. He had been
at Nellis Air Force Base for one year,
said Air Force spokesman Capt. Dick
Benoit.

He was reported missing Monday
morning when he did not show up for
a training class.

According to Dane’s wife, Sally,
the couple drove to the Mount
Charleston Lodge on Sunday morn-
ing for breakfast, Conner said. They
returned to Las Vegas and drove to
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the 7-Eleven store at Charleston and
Nellis boulevards about 4 p.m. to
meet one of his friends.

Dane told his wife he was going
shooting with the friend. After get-
ting gas for his vehicle at the conve-
nience store, he retrieved a 12-gauge
shotgun and a .22-caliber rifle. He
carried the guns across the parking
lot to his friend’s vehicle, police said.

Conner said Dane’s wife drove
away and did not get a look at the
friend’s vehicle. It was the last time
she saw her husband alive, authori-
ties said.

Police are trying to establish a mo-
tive for the slaying. Investigators did
not find any of Dane’s weapons at
the scene. The airman could have
been shot at another location and
dumped at Mount Charleston, police
said.

" The Air Force’s office of special
investigations is assisting police.
Dane had many friends and asso-
ciates he went shooting with and po-
lice want to interview them, authori-
ties said.

Dane was described as an outdoor
enthusiast and regularly went target
shooting. One of his favorite shoot-
ing spots was Las Vegas Wash.

“He was the type who never made
an enemy,” said his father, Gary. “If
a stranger wanted to go hunting with
him, he’d gladly take him along.”

After graduating early from Vibur-
num High School in Missouri, Dane
decided to become an airman at Nel-
lis because of the depressed economy
in his hometown, Gary Dane said.

He said his son had been a high
school athlete and had ambitions to
work in the outdoors as a forestry

ranger. His wife, Sally, whom he
married after graduation, hoped to
teach school at the elementary level
in Las Vegas, Gary Dane said.

Dane said he knew “about as much
as police” about the slaying, and that
he knew of no one who had any
reason to kill his son.

“He trusted everyone,” he said.

Anyone who may have informa-
tion regarding Dane or may have
seen him in Las Vegas or Mount
Charleston is asked to call homicide
detectives at 386-3521.

Secret Witness, the program that
pays cash rewards for information
used in solving crimes, is offering a
$1,000 reward for information lead-
ing to the arrest and indictment of
the person or people responsible for
the slaying. The Secret Witness hot
line number is 386-3213. Callers can
remain anonymous.



