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Charges against wife
of slain airman dropped

Murder charges against the
wife of a Nellis airman, whose
body was found on Mount
Charleston in late 1986, were
dropped Tuesday in Clark Coun-
.ty Justice Court.

"Attorneys for Sally Ann Dane
argued for dismissal of the
. charges, which included murder
with use of a deadly weapon, be-
fore Justice of the Peace Dan
Ahlstrom, who then granted the
- motion.

Dane, 22, was arrested by Las
Vegas police on a warrant three
months: after the body-of Mat-
thew L. Dane,19, was found by
two mountain hikers on Sept. 8.

Attorney Oscar .Goodman said
prosecutors tried to “circum-

vent” a preliminary hearmg by’

taking the case to a grand jury,
which had “refused twice to in-
dict”. Sally Dane.

She was arrested in Evans-
ville, Ind., at the home of her
sister and brother- -law, who is
a pastor. At the time, police de-
clined to discuss the evidence or
motive they developed linking

the woman to her husband’
death.

Matthew Dane, assigned to
the 474th maintenance division
at Nellis Air Force Base, was
shot in the head six times with a

22 caliber rifle.

Police said Sally Dane initially
told investigators she had driven
up to the Mount Charleston
Lodge with her husband Sept 7
for breakfast,

She told “detectives that the
two of them later returned to Las
Vegas and drove to a conve-
nience store on Charleston and

. Nellis boulevards to meet one of

her husband’s friends.

Police said Sally Dane told
them her husband then left her
in the parking lot to go target
shooting with the friend. Howev-
er, she could not provide a de-
scription of the vehicle.

Police initially said they be-
lieved the story. But Sally Dane
was arrested after her finger-
prints reportedly were found on
one of two weapons found about
a mile from the body.




