Suspect Clear

By GARY C. GERARD
SUN Staff Writer

The man who Metro Police
believed was the prime suspect
in the recent slaying of Caesars
Palace change girl Maribeth
Devitte was cleared after detec-
tives located him in Iowa Fri-
day, police said.

Police had been led to the
suspect’s identity by a Las
Vegan who read a news story
Wednesday which carried a pic-
ture of an identification tag
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with a corporate logo reading
“Luiken” which was found
near Devitte's remains,
homicide Sgt. Robert Hilliard
said.

The tag had been Metro’s
only clue to finding the sus-
pected killer of the 21-year-old
Woman, who recently moved to
Las Vegas from Gary, Ind. She
was last seen alive March 9
leaving the Troubador disco.
Her body was found near Arden
Sunday.
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Metro detectives located the
man in Harlan, Jowa, with help
from Luiken officials, Luiken
Corp. is an Iowa-based dis-
tributor of such equipment as
power lawnmowers and snow-
mobiles, Hilliard said.

But, Hilliard said, “This guy
is not involved.

“The name tag was his,” he
said. ‘“He had apparently
loaned it to her at the Troub-
ador for some unknown reason,
It seems she put the tag in her
pocket and forgot to return it.”

The man, who Hilliard
would not name, had reported-
ly been in Las Vegas on a four-
day business trip representing
Luiken. Police added that al-
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though he met Devitte at the
disco the night she was last
seen, he was “in no way”
connected with her death.
Hilliard added this develop-
ment also shattered a possible
link between the Devitte killing
and the death of an Ohio teen-
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ager found dead beside a Flori-
da highway several days earlier,

The body of Carol Ann Bar-
rett was found about 10 miles
outisde of Jacksonville, Fla., by
a hitchhiker Monday.

A possible connection be-
tween the two incidents was
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made when the composite pic-
tures of the two suspects were
found to be almost identical,

“The name tag was the only
clue we had,” Hilliard told the
SUN. “With the suspect
cleared, it’s back to square one
in this case.” '



