Elderly Couple’s Death Shocked
Newly Appomted Deputy Coroner

By BOB PALM
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The Rev. O.L. Jefferson, during his
more than a decade working at Las Vegas
mortuaries, had seen death at its worst,
but the experience did not prepare him
for the gruesome murder scene he
walked into about two months ago short-
ly after joining the coroner’s office.

The macabre setting was a recreation
vehicle parked behind a downtown hotel.

Jefferson had been sworn in Nov. 1,
1979, as the first black deputy coroner
investigator in Nevada.

He worked for Bunker Mortuary for
seven years as a counselor and funeral
security salesman. In 1974 he became
assistant manager, funeral director, first-
call man and insurance salesman for
Spalding Mortuary.

As pickup man for Spalding he had
learned a lot about the coroner’s office
and how it operated at death scenes.

But he said none of that prepared him
for his investigation of the murder in the
RV.

‘It had been completely ransacked
from back to front. The people had been
dead for several days and the odor was
really stagnating. The couple was fully
dressed,” Jefferson said.

Jefferson said what horrified him,
more than the way the elderly couple was
murdered (strangled with clothes
hangers), was the idea they “had worked
all their lives to retire, and then someone
who’s not going to work for love or
money came along and took it away from
them.” i

Jefferson prepared himself for the
fruits of his 49 years with hard work and
“a sympathy for people,” he said.

In fact, he works so hard his friends
keep telling him he’s going “to be the
richest man in the graveyard because I'm
always doing something for somebody,

always working, but they don’t realize -

that I do a lot of charity work. I do not
because of the money that’s in it, but
because of the people. People need
somebody to show some concern about
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themn in a time of trouble.”

Jefferson started out in Las Vegas in
1964 after a visit earlier that year from
Richmond, Calif.

When he moved here, “I could put all

my possessions in a suitcase.”

Today he is pastor of a church worth
more than $250,000, and owns a $150,000
home that he bought for $52,000 in 1975,

His home sits on a acre of land at 804
Sunny Place. He is awakened each morn-
ing to the mooing of his pregnant cow and
a young bull.

He studied under the late Bishop C.C.
Cox for a short time. On Feb. 20, 1965,
he married Clara Parks, and the Church
of God In Christ assigned them ‘“to a
little church out in the desert with a
congregation of one parishioner, chickens
and doves,” he said.

They then moved, with their one-
member congregation, to Vegas Heights,
where they “bought a little church” from
a Spanish family,

He and his wife remodeled it, and then
bought a plot of land at 2301 Comstock
Drive to relocate it, but they found the
price of relocating the church was almost
prohibitive,

He finally struck a deal with a Church

of Christ of Latter-day Saints bishop and
a Utah contractor who agreed to move
the church for $8,000, Jefferson said.

He did not have the money but signed
a contract and gave the bishop $100. In
the meantime, the bishop gave Jefferson
a $1,500 donation.

“I told him when he pulled the truss
out from under the church, I would give
him the balance of $6,400,” Jeﬂeuon
said.

He and his wife secured a $22,000 bank
loan and kept their promise. When the
church was finally put on its foundation,
Jefferson found it had cost him $30,000
to relocate it.

He has been remodeling it for the past
nine years, he said. “We started with a
membership of 16 in 1971. Today we have
more than 300 members, the building is
almost complete and its worth $250,000.”

It’s called the St. John Church of God
In Christ.

Jefferson said he became interested in
being an investigator for the coroner’s
office by working with it in his capacity
with the mortuaries.

He talked with Dick Mayne, chief
deputy coroner, one day about joining his
staff, and was interviewed by Chief
Medical Officer Otto Ravenholt. He did
not hear from them for quite a while.
Then when he had forgotten about his
application, Mayne telephoned him one
day and asked if he would like to join his
staff.

He went through his training in Sep-
tember and was sworn in Nov. 1, he said.
“My work is pleasing and its getting
better every day.

“The job became a part of me. Be-
cause of my being a minister and sympa-
thetic with people in times of trouble and
sorrow, It was not hard for me to adjust.”

Because he is a minister, he believes
he has more to offer than the average
individual. :

“I feel my going into a home where
people are distraught and really upset,
they look at the way you come in and
sympathize with them,” he said.




