DEATH SCENE — Metro Police officers inspect the motor
home of Lloyd and Gtadys Gannon, visitors from Minne-
sota who were found strangled in the vehicle Tuesday. The

Strangled In Motor Home

victims were parked in the Union Plaza Hotel parking lot
and apparently had been dead four to five days. The motor
home was towed to the Clark County Coroner’s office.
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Semor Citizens Found Dead

By JIM COLEMAN
SUN Staff Writer
Two senior citizens on vacation from

Minnesota were found strangled in their
motor home in the parking lot of a
downtown hotel, Metro Police said
Tuesday.

The bodies of Lloyd and Gladys
Gannon, both in their 60s, of Brooklyn
Center, Minn., were discovered in their
motor home in the Union Plaza Hotel
parking lot after a Metro officer pried
open the vehicle’s locked door. A cor-
oner’'s deputy estimated the couple had
been dead four or five days.

Police were first summoned to the
scene Tuesday morning after a daughter
of the victims called the Union Plaza
and voiced concern about not hearing
rfrom her parents for several days. A
security guard was sent to contact the

Gannons, and called police after detect-
ing a strong odor from the vehicle,
police said.

The victims were found lying on the
floor under a pile of clothing in the
ransacked motor home, police said.
Detectives said there was no sign of a
forced entry, but added robbery may
have been a motive in the killings.

Homicide Sgt. Frank Jergovic said

the Gannons came to Las Vegas at the
end of January in a trip which included

visits to daughters in Colorado and
Oregon.

The motor home had been parked
near the Union Pacific Raiload tracks,
an area frequented by transients.

The Gannons became the 12th and
13th homicide victims within Metro’s
jurisdiction this year, police said, put-

ting the 1980 homicide rate ahead of
1979’s record pace for killings.

Tuesday’s victims brought to three
the number of homicides discovered in
downtown Las Vegas in less than 24
hours.

The 11th homicide whose body was
found beside the Casino Center off-ramp
of US. 95 Monday was identified by
police Tuesday as Daniel Holder, 51, a
transient. Holder died of multiple stab
wounds, police said.

Detectives said little is known about
Holder except that he recently was
treated at Southern Nevada Memorial
Hospital for a heart ailment and that he
once lived in Reno.

No local address was known and
detectives asked that persons knowing
anything about Holder contact police.




