Murderer Chops
Short A Girl’s

Budding Life '

By MARY ANN MELE
SUN Staff Writer

Not unlike many other
graduating high school sen-
iors, Kim Ellingson was anx-
iously planning her career
and upcoming marriage.
Then her seemingly bright
future was ended by an un-
known killer, who brutally
stabbed her and left her na-
ked in the trunk of her own
car.

Her bedroom walls are
splashed with reminders of
the full life her friends and
family talk about. ‘‘She loved
school, and worked very hard
at it,” says Kim’s mother, Iva
Bray. “She was a very busy
person. She painted, took
ballet, wrote poetry and
worked part-time for the
money she used to do all the
things she always liked and I
never knew about,” Bray
says.

Meanwhile, Metro police
say they have no leads in the
murder of Ellingson, whose
body was found near East
Tropicana Avenue Monday.
Her murder is the 39th in-
vestigated by the department
this year. As in other cases,
the statistic doesn’t tell much
about the victim.

Along the wall above her
blue-flowered bedspread,
neatly cornered and tucked,
stands a large collection of
horse figurines, all different
in color and size. Across the
room, geometrically stacked
in a bookcase sits an
elaborate stereo system.

Attached to the system is
an upright microphone in a
stand. “She loved to sing.
Sometimes she would come
in here and shut the door and
sing with her music,” Bray
says.

Although painting and
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in Las Vegas. An ice cream
and candy lover, she at-
tended Woodbury Junior
High School and was prepar-
ing to graduate from Chapar-
ral High School.

“‘She was always painting,
she used to carry the paints
around with her,” 16-year-old
Chris Bates says.

“She talked about her
grandfather who was a
painter,” Chaparral senior
Patty Mele says. ‘‘She liked
to paint and she talked a lot
about the music she liked — |
she even talked about an idea
to paint the cover of a Led
Zeppelin,” a well known rock
group, she says.

But Ellingson, who had
been missing since Saturday
evening and was discovered
by Metro police Monday
morning, was essentially a
shy girl, who was not com-
fortable with people other
than her friends.

“She didn’t make friends
very easily. You couldn’t get
close to her. She was dif-
ferent once she got to know
someone. She had about
three close friends,” Bray
says. “She was all by herself
all the time,” Bates adds.

When Ellingson acciden-
tally smashed her brother’s
car almost three years ago,
she was forced to take a job
at Radio Shack to pay for the
damage. That was when she
met her fiance and boss, Tim
Ryan.

The Tandy Co., parent
company for Radio Shack,
had offered to send Ellingson
to school to study business
administration if she prom-
ised to stay with the com-
pany.




