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Teen’s.killing a mystery story

By Richard Cornett
Review-Journal

Editor’s note: In cooper-

ation with the Las Vegas:

Metropolitan Police De-
partment, the Review-Jour-
nal is printing articles on a

regular basis to gain infor-’

mation on unsolved mur-
ders in Clark County. In the
spirit of resolving these
outstanding cases, homi-
cide detectives have
agreed to disseminate cer-
tain details about the cases
never before released.
Anyone with information on
the following case is asked
to contact the Secret Wit-
ness hotline at 386-3213.
A cash reward is offered.

It’s been two years since
police found the body of
Chaparral High School se-
nior Kim Lee Ellingson
stuffed in the trunk of her
white 1972 Plymouth Dust-
er.
She had been strangled
and repeatedly stabbed by
a killer who strangely took
the time to wash the blood
from her wounds and wrap
her in a blue blanket. She
had not. been raped.

“Whoever killed her
must have been extremely
angry with her,” said Lt
John Conner, head of the
Homicide Burcau. “But we
think she put up one hell of
a struggle before she was
killed.”

Investigators admit they
are stumped. They have
nothing to go on. No mo-
tive. No suspects. No wit-
nesses. No murder scene.

The 18-year-old left
home about 10:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 18, 1981. She
was going to a friend’s

house in Green Valley to
walch HBO. She was last
heard from by her family
about 30 minutes later,
when she telephoned her
older sister, Modene, to ask
about the time of a televi-
sion program.

Conner said she told her
friend she had a few stops
to make before going home,
but did not say exactly
where.

“About midnight she
told her friend ‘I have two
other stops to make lo see
other friends before I go
home,” Conner said. It was
a casual comment made in
passing. After all, her home
and mother were only
about 10 minutes away on
Harmon Avenue.

What happened after she
left her friend’s home in
Green Valley remains a
mystery. Somewhere along
the shori drive she was
confronted by her brutal
attacker.

Police speculate she was
murdered sometime within
eight hours after leavinge
her friend’s house. Al-
though investigators did
not find the car and Kim's
body until Monday morn-
ing, detectives said some
residents reported seeing
the vehicle abandoned in
the desert off East Tropi-
cana Avenue near Jimmy
Durante Avenue early Sun-
day morning. The car final-
ly was found, with the

trunk lid open, by a police
helicopter crew.

“We found a dent in the
left fender of her car,” Con-
ner said. “And the license
plate was hanging by one
bolt. We think that possi-
bly the killer ran into her
car and forced her off the
road.”

When Kim left home,
her car was low on gas. An
autopsy later revealed junk
food in her stomach, possi-
bly consumed shortly be-
fore her death.

Detectives combed the
area between Kim’s home
and that of her friend in an
attempt, to unearth clues.
They talked to numerous
people ‘at restaurants, gas
stations and other places
where she might have
stopped. They questioned
school friends and rela-
tives. Nothing.

Ellingson worked at a lo-
cal Radio Shack and her
boyfriend was questioned
and released.

“It's like the perfect
murder,” her mother, Iva
Bray, said a few months af-
ter the slaying. “‘But
there’s no such thing as a
perfect murder. What
could she have possibly
done to deserve that?
Someone had to see some-
thing. Her purse and wallet
still haven’t been found.”

Conner said investigators
are at a standstill and the
case might never be solved
unless someone comes for-
ward with new evidence.

“We have exhausted ev-
ery available lead. We can-
not go forward without ad-
ditional information.”
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