Slain Cabbie Identified

By HAROLD HYMAN
SUN Staff Writer

A Las Vegas taxicab driver, slain in
a holdup behind the Stardust Hotel
Friday, has been identified as well
known jazz trumpet player Kendall
“Kenny” Bright.

Bright's ex-wife, Gerry, also of Las
Vegas, identified his body in the coun-
ty morgue Saturday night. Police had
been unable to locate other relatives.

Bright is survived by one son,
Michael, 28, who resides in Hollywood,
Calif.

The 56-year-old Bright had been
employed as a driver for Ace Cab Co.
since Sept. 3, 1979.

Described as a loner with high

musical standards, Bright dropped out
of the Las Vegas music scene earlier
that year.

Although jazz was his forte, Bright

played in several Las Vegas or-.

chestras including the Caesars Palace
showroom orchestra.

He was also lead trumpet player
for the Kim Sisters during their Las
Vegas performances and was featured
in the bands that backed Sammy Davis
Jr here.

A resident of Las Vegas since 1955,
Bright at one time played with the
Stan Kenton band and performed with
the Tex Beneke band in Las Vegas.

Slender, with his hair always in a
crew cut, Bright was also a pro-

fessional photographer who once-
operated a photo and portrait studio-
called “Bright Spots” with his then
wife, Gerry, a former showgir] and
model. 5
Police Sunday said they still had no
leads in the case. oy
Bright was killed by a gunshot
wound to the head, fired at close range
as he sat behind the wheel of his cah,
Presumably he picked up a fare
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who made him drive to the secluded <
parking lot, robbed him and shot him, 3 |

police said. v)

In the wake of the slaying, Ace Cab
drivers started a fund to be used as a
reward for the capture and conviction
of Bright's killer.
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$1,000
Reward

The Secret Witness
program will pay a $1,000
cash reward for information
leading to the arrest and
indictment of the person or
persons responsible for the
murder of cab driver Kendall
Bright.

The victim was found in
| Cab 529 at the rear of the

Stardust Hotel by hotel
security officers. He had been
shot during what appears to
bea robbery.

He was last known to have
dropped off a fare at the
dowtown Holiday Inn at
approximately 9 p.m.

Any person having having
information concerning this
investigation is asked to call
the Secret Witness Hotline,
386-3213.

Metro is particulalrly in-

= terested in hearing from any
person who saw the victim
pick up a fare.

If is believed the vietim
either picked up the suspect
after dropping off the fare at
the downtown Holiday Inn or
proceded back to the Strip
area and picked up the
suspect.
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Services
set for
~cab driver

Services for Kendall
“Kenny” Bright have been
scheduled for 2 p.m. Thurs-
day at Paradise Valley
Chapel, 6200 S. Eastern
Ave., according to Bright’s
ex-wife Gerri,

Bright, a well known mu-
sician-photographer turned
taxicab driver, was found
shot in the head in his taxi
Friday night in a parking
lo; area of the Stardust Ho-
tel.

Bright, 56, 4485 Penn-
wood Ave, had been em-
ployed by the Ace Cab Co.
since September 1979.

The cab company is of-
fering a $3,000 reward for
information leading to the
arrest and conviction of the
individuals or individual re-
sponsible for the murder.,

The apparent motive
was robbery, police said.
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