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Cabbie’s death mourned
by those who knew him

By Richard Cornett
Review-Journal

Services were pending Monday
for Kendall Ludington “Kenny”
Bright, a well known musician-pho-
tographer turned taxicab driver
who was found shot in the head in
his taxi Friday night in a parking
lot area of the Stardust Hotel.

Bright, 56, of 4485 Pennwood
Ave., had been employed by the
Ace Cab Co. since September 1979.

According to Larry O’Brien, sec-
retary-treasurer of Musicians
Union of Las Vegas Local No. 369
which Bright belonged to until Jan-
uary 1979 the musician came here
in the 1950s after traveling with the
Stan Kenton band.

He performed with the Tex Ben-
eke band in Las Vegas after the
group splintered from the Glenn
Miller band.

O’Brien, a close friend of
Bright’s, said the musician also
played lead trumpet for the Kim
Sisters and the DeCastro Sisters
during their Las Vegas perfor-
mances and was featured here in

the bands that backed Sammy Da-'
vis dr.

He worked in several Las Vegas
showrooms including the Sahara,
Caesars Palace, Sands, Riviera and
Desert Inn.

Bright’s big love was playing jazz
trumpet.

The union official added Bright
was very artistic and was an excel-
lent photographer.

Bright operated a professional
photography studio called “Bright
Spots” with his wife Gerri, a former
showgirl, dancer and model. The
couple later divorced.

“His death is a great loss,” O’Bri-

en said. “He was liked by hundreds
of local musicians, He was talented,

friendly and a gentleman. We are
saddened by his death.”
Bright is survived by one son,
Michael, 28, of Hollywood, Calif.
A spokesman for Paradise Valley

Chapel said funeral arrangements

will be released once Michael ar-

rives in Las Vegas. He was expected

sometime Monday night.
Bright was found slumped over
the blood-stained seat of his cab
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shortly before 10 p.m. Friday. He'
died about two hours later at Sun-
rise Hospital. ?

The cab was parked in a dark,
isolated section of a parking lot
southwest of the Stardust Hotel,
police reported.

They added he had been shot
through the head and robbery ap-
peared to be the motive.

Homicide detectives reported
Monday that they have no suspects
in the slaying.

Bright’s murder marks the third
time cab drivers have been slain in
Las Vegas in the past three years.

Robert L. Anderson, 41, a Desert
Cab Co. driver, was shot in the
back and killed by two passengers
during an attempted robbery Oct.
10, 1979. The murder occurred in
the main driveway of the down-
town Holiday International Hotel.

About a year later, John J.
Schweizer, 30, a Yellow Cab. Co.
driver, was found shot to death ear-
ly in the morning of Oct. 25, 1980,
near Sunset Road and Annie Oak-
ley Drive. Police said the motive
was attempted robbery.

Cab company offers reward

Ace Cab. Co. owner Charles Frias
offered a $3,000 reward Monday for
information leading to the arrest
and conviction of the individual or
individuals responsible for the Fri-
day murder of Ace driver Kendall

“Kenny” Bright.

In addition, the drivers are rais-
ing their own reward fund and Frias
has vowed to match it.

Bright, 56, would have been driv-
ing for Ace two years this Septem-

ber, Frias said.
“He was a real gentleman. He
was well-liked,” he said of Bright.
Yellow Cab Co. offered a similar
reward last October when driver
John Schweizer was slain.




