Police lose, find brothers in

By BOB PALM
SUN Staff Writer

Leroy and Rafael Cotto-Rodriguez,
feared Monday to have made bail on
sexual assault charges involving a six-
year-old girl and then skipped town,
were found Tuesday in the Clark Coun-
ty Jail.

The brothers were scheduled to be
arraigned Monday before District
Judge Donald Mosley, but jail officials
told the court the brothers had been
bailed out.

Mosley rescheduled the arraign-
ment for Wednesday for the two defen-
dants and their brother, Lorance.

Jail officials said the reason the
prisoners were thought to have been
released was because of a problem
with their last name. They were listed
in the jail as Rodgriguez. The mistake
has been corrected.
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Operators of the Rape Crisis Center
were in an uproar when the defendants
didn’t appear in court because the 1981
charges in the rape and murder of the
24-year-old daughter of one of the
center’s volunteer workers against
Rafael Cotto-Rodriguez had been dis-
missed. .

It was believed the defendant had
been able to make bail because North
Las Vegas Justice of the Peace James
Kelly had reduced his bond from
$50,000 to $25,000. It was feared he had
skipped town.

Deputy District Attorney Tom
Green, who handled the latter stages of
the rape-murder case, said inquiries
have been made about reinstating the
murder charge against the defendant,
and his office is looking into it.

Green said the original charges
against the defendant were dismissed
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seX assault case

after a semen sample from the victim
was misplaced.

Medical Examiner Sheldon Green,
who performed the autopsy on
Martina Maasberg, said he was never
convinced there ever was a sample
taken and doesn’t remember the Metro
Police Department requesting one.

Maasberg was found Feb. 13, 1981
raped and strangled in her apartment.

However, prosecutor Green said his
office has records to prove that a
sample was taken, but doesn’t know
what happened to it.

It was later thought that Metro
crime lab technician David Horn took
possession of the sample and lost it,
but Horn preduced documents Tues-
day to prove he never had possession
of the sample.

Horn said at the time of the autopsy
“the emphasis was on a homicide, but
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-
when the case got to the district t-

torney’s office, the emphasis ®as
shifted to sexual assault.”

Green said his office had no ch ce
but to go along when the case Was
dismissed in District Court becausé of
a then recent decision on a similar
case by the state Supreme Court.

He said the case was dismissed
under the authority of the high court
ruling that said when the state Joses
key evidence, the case can be. dis-
missed. i

He said the rape and murder
charges were “indistinguishable”
because whoever raped the ypung
woman also killed her.,

He said the semen sample would
have helped his office eliminate oneor
more of the three suspects in the icas
by determining the blood type of the
killer. '




