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Suspects lost inside
legal cracks again

(Continuved from Page 1A)

with a belt wrapped tightly around her neck and
hand lotion smeared over her face.

A message was found on the side of her body
written with mascara: “You didn’t pay up, mama
will bury you down.” :

Her mother, Eva Collenberger, was so dis-
traught about the murder of her daughter that she
became a volunteer worker for McClure.

Three days after the slaying, police charged
Cotto-Rodriguez with murder and two counts of
sexual assault.

However, all charges were dismissed against
him after police identification specialist David
Horn misplaced a semen sample taken from the
victim. Horn reportedly failed to bring the sample |
from the coroner’s office back to Metro’s crime |

lab.
Without the sample, there was no proof to

| support the sexual assault charges since the blood

type of the sample could not be established and
compared with the suspect’s.

However, McClure and Collenberger were sure
in late December 1983, that justice would finally
catch up with Cotto-Rodriguez.

He and his two brothers, Leroy, 28, and
Lorance, 36, had been arrested and charged with
various $exual assault counts involving a six-
year-old girl.

In North Las Vegas Justice Court during the
preliminary hearing, McClure strongly advocated
that Rafael Cotto-Rodriguez’ bail not be reduced
from $50,000 to $25,000. She said the two deputy
district attorneys and the judge agreed with the
defendant’s attorney that if he had not skipped
while out on bail for murder, he surely would not
jump bail on the pending charges.

Kelly reduced the defendant’s bail to $25,000.

Kelly was unavailable for comment Monday.

Leroy Cotto-Rodriguez’s bail was kept at
$50,000. Both brothers made bail, but Lorance
could not make his $25,000 bail.

Monday morning for arraignment before District
Judge Donald Mosley.

Only Lorance appeared.

The three brothers were scheduled to appear |
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