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* Vegas Stock A camouflaged sniper with a high-powered rifle
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* OPINION shot to death by Claudio Piedras, another Silver
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* IN-DEPTH Morales was shot in the parking lot of the

* CLASSIFIEDS  tayern after he shut off the headlights of his car and
* WEATHER  accelerated toward Piedras, according to

.. eyewitness accounts. Earlier in the evening,
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* Sunday fired his service weapon at the car, striking Morales

* Monday in the head and killing him.

* Tuesday Then last week, the tavern at Boulder Highway

* Wednesday and East Charleston Boulevard received an

* Thursday anonymous threat.

* Friday "The threat was that they were going to kill all

* Saturday of the security guards at the place," Petersen said.

* Archive Piedras was not working at the time of Sunday's
shooting. Although Hicks had nothing to do with

Fun Stuff the Morales shooting, Petersen said, "They got
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underscores that working as a security guard is

considered one of the most dangerous occupations

in the United States. The jobs of taxicab drivers,

police officers, hotel clerks and gas station workers

are the only occupations more dangerous than

security guards, according to The National Institute

for Occupational Safety and Health. 9810

In Las Vegas, security guards have been a 04
frequent target.

In May, a female security guard was raped
while patrolling a business complex at 1555 E.
Flamingo Road. Edward C. Bakken, 38, was
arrested and accused of the crime after police found
his paycheck stub near the scene.

In March, a security guard was shot in North
Las Vegas while chasing someone in the area of
1634 Stocker St. The guard was hit once each in
the leg and hand.

In mid-February, a 44-year-old security guard
at the Tropicana was fatally shot in the back after
he tried to break up a fight between two men.

In October 1997, Paul McClure, 59, was killed
as he patrolled the parking lot of the Las Vegas
Business Bank on South Maryland Parkway. One
year earlier, Michael Morrow, 31, was run over and
killed as he patrolled a Las Vegas apartment
complex.

The job might be more dangerous in Las Vegas
because of the kind of people the city attracts, said
Bruce M. Kerr, chief of Total Safety Inc.

"It's the element that comes to town that doesn't
find work, and desperate people do desperate
things," said Kerr. TSI, he said, insists on intensive
training for its security guards.

"Training is key," he said. "Without it, what do
you have?"

The security guards at the Silver Saddle,
Petersen said, are hired directly by the tavern, not
contracted through a private security firm.

Petersen, who has overseen hundreds of
slayings, called Sunday's very unusual.

"What was strange was that no one saw a
suspect,” he said. "They saw the guard drop, but no
one saw a suspect or saw anyone run."

Police are more accustomed to drive-by
shootings, Petersen added, where the shooter
sprays bullets in the general direction of a target.
"But to actually have to sit out somewhere to snipe
someone off from a distance -- it's a very cold-
blooded act on the part of whoever did it."

It wasn't until police scoured the area around
the crime scene that they discovered a shell casing
from a high-powered rifle. It was found behind a
block wall about 100 yards away from Hicks' body.
Found atop the wall were branches that the shooter
likely used to camouflage himself and the rifle
barrel.
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Despite the apparent care taken, Petersen said,
the shooting likely was not the work of a
professional.

"You don't have to be an expert shooter to hit
someone with a rifle and a scope from 100 yards,"
he said.

Police have a vague description of a possible
getaway vehicle after talking to people living in the
area. The vehicle is described as either a brown,
full-sized pickup or a brown full-sized sport utility
vehicle.
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