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Tips sought in death '

of LV businessman

By Richard Cornett
Review-Journal

Las Vegas businessman
Robert Edward Brandt,
whose body was found
Nov. 24, 1981, stuffed in the
trunk of his Cadillac, prob-
ably was murdered because
he was mistaken for a drug
dealer, Las Vegas homicide
detectives speculate,

“From the street infor-
mation we have received,
we believe the vietim was
approached by the perpe-
trators who mistook his ve-
hicle as belonging to a drug
dealer,” said Lt. John Con-
ner, head of the homicide
bureau of the Metropolitan
Police Department. “They
most likely didn’t know
they had the wrong man.”

The 56-year-old Brandt,
who owned Silver State
Packing Corp., 3100 Sirius
Ave., last was seen Nov, 23,
1981, after picking up two
ornamental flamingos from
the Biarritz store in the
Fashion Show mall.

Conner said his assailant
or assailants apparently
confronted him when he
returned to his 1979 Cadil-
lac in a parking lot.

The day after his disap-
pearance, a {riend of the
family returning to Las Ve-
gas from his job at the Ne-
vada Test Site noticed a
car identical o Brandls
parked on the side of the
road off Tonopah Highway,
about three miles past the
Mount Charleston turnoff.

The family was informed
and alerted homicide inves-
tigators who drove to the
scene. Arriving in darkness
about 6 pam., detectives
opened the trunk and

found Brandt dead with
two bullet wounds in his
head.

Two days later, police re-
covered the $1,500 orna-
mental flamingos about
one mile north of the car
near the side of U.S. High-
way 95 at mile marker 98,
Conner said. He added the
ornaments were carefully
set along the roadway but
had no connection with the
motive behind the murder.
The birds were supposed to
have been packaged and
sent to a customer in San
Jose, Calif.

“Mr. Brandt had no in-’

volvement with drugs at
all,” the lieutenant said.
“We have gotten absolute-
ly nowhere in the investiga-
tion.”

Brandt was a punctual
and meticulous man, a
stickler for detail. His
world revolved around his
business, wife, two sons
and a daughter. Other than
that, he had a penchant for
golf, slipping off occasional-
ly to sneak a game at the
Desert Inn Golf Course.

“He was the gentlest,
most honest and upright of
people,” his wife, Doris
“Candy” Brandt, said in a
newspaper interview short-
ly after his death.

Ten days before his body
was found, the couple had
celebrated 34 years of mar-
riage.

“I can’t bear to think
that they (the killer or kill-
ers) made him drive to the
place where they murdered
him,” she said. “I don’t
know why he was killed.
Murder seldom makes
sense. He wasn’t the type
to resist.

“I hope he didn’t suffer. 1
hope they killed him in-
stantly.”

Brandt seemed to have
an impact on people wher-
ever he went. He lived sev-
eral years in Oxnard, Calif.,
where he worked as man-
ager of Blake, Moffitt and
Towne paper company be-
fore he returned to Las Ve-
gas to take a position with
the same company in 1966.
He had moved to Las Ve-
gas in 1947 before re-set-
tling in Calfornia.

News of his death
sparked a barrage of tele-
phone inquires at the time
from newspapers in Ventu-
ra County. Reporters re-
quested information about
the murder, although the
Brandts had not lived there
for 15 years.

He was a member of the
“Wiseman Club,” which
helped finance numerous
youth programs and built
the Oxnard Youth Center.

Locally, Brandt belonged
to the Lion’s Club and the
Executive Club, the latter
being an association of
businessmen whose mem-
bers represent different
fields of business.

Anyone having informa-
tion is urged to contact the
Secret Witness hotline at
386-3213. Callers are paid
cash rewards and do not
have to reveal identities.



