@ BRI grers

Prosecutors have dropped a
murder case against a 49-year-old
Las Vegas woman accused of hir-
ing a security guard to kill her fian-
ce 12 years ago.
~ “Basically we want to use her
to go after the guy who actually
killed the victim,” Chief Deputy
District Attorney David Schwartz
said.

Prosecutors charged Lorna “Bo-
dine” D’venne a year ago with con-
spiracy to commit murder and
murder with a deadly weapon in the
shooting death of 35-year-old Jer-
ry Stanley Blanco.

D’Venne said news of the dis-
missal did not please her because
prosecutors still have the option of
renewing the charges.

“It’s not fair — not what they
put us through,” she said.
In August the defendant waived:
her preliminary hearing and agregd

to plead guilty to a gross misde-
meanor charge of conspiracy to com-
mit a crime. Prosecutors offered =~
the deal after learning all the physi-
cal evidence in the case had been
accidentally destroyed. 2

D’Venne said she expected pros¥
ecutors to dismiss the case at that-
time, but in court her attorney °
pressured her into accepting the ne-
gotiations.

She later fought the reduced
charge with a new attorney, and:
Schwartz said problems with wit:
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nesses ultimately led him to dismiss -

the case. He said he has no plans
to renew the charges without new
evidence against the suspect. |
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e~ and offering him money to kill the
T man.

Blanco’s body was found in No-
vember 1981 at the base of Sunrise
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. Schwartz said he hopes D’Venne
will testify against Coombs if au-
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thorities ever find him, but she
insists she has no information to
share. .

D’Venne, the mother of six, said
- Schwartz asked two of her daughters
-, to testjf§¥ against her. One has
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Authorities accused D'Venne of 5 endedup in a mental institution be-

hiring Howard Coombs, a security
guard, to protect her from Blanco
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cause pf the strain, she said.
“There never was a case to be-!
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. Las &mom: Lorna’ “Bodine” D'venne says authorities were unfair in
'~ " charges against her in connection with a 1981 slaying.

D’Venne said.
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