'Woman held
in 1981
slaying case
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Metro Police have made a new
arrest in a 12-year-old murder
case, and are still seeking a man
who was charged but released
after the crime.

Police arrested Lorna Bodine
D’Venne, 48, at her Las Vegas
home on Wednesday on charges
of conspiracy and murder with a
deadly weapon in the November
1981 slaying of Stanley Jerry
Blanco.

The 35-year-old Blanco was
found shot five times at the base
of Sunrise Mountain.

Still at large is Howard

D'Venne Coombs

Preston Coombs, a former local
security guard and D’Venne'’s
ex-fiance who was charged with
Blanco’s murder in 1982.

Coombs was extradited from
Florida where he had fled in
the wake of the killing. But in
February 1982, a court dismissed
the charges and he was released.
Police now believe that Coombs
is in the Midwest.

LV womri gflarged
in 11-year-old case

A 38-year-old Las Vegas
woman was arrested 2é1d
charged Thursday in connec-
tion with the 11-year-old murder
case of a man shot and killed
at the base of Sunrise Mountain.

Loma Bodine D’'Venne was
arrested at her home and
booked into the Clark County
Detention Center on charges of
conspiracy to commit murder
and murder with the use of a
deadly weapon.

Her fiance, Stanley Jerry
Blanco of Las Vegas, was found
shot to death Nov. 1, 1981, at
the base of the mountain near
East Charleston Boulevard. An
autopsy revealed Blanco, a casi-
no blackjack dealer, had been
shot five times with a semiauto-
matic weapon.

Another suspect in the
case, Howard Preston Coombs,
a local security guard at the
time, fled Las Vegas and was
later extradited from Florida
and charged in the crime in
1982.

The charges against
Coombs were dismissed in Las
Vegas Justice Court and he
was released. Because of new
information in the case, a ho-
micide detective has refiled the
charges against Coombs and
police have a warrant for his ar-
rest.

Detectives believe Coombs
is living in the Midwest.
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