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Police uncover lies

Metro close to ending

a 1981 murder case

By Steve Sebelius _ 7 9-7 E
LAS VEGAS SUN :

An 1l-year-old murder case
against two Las Vegans
that Metro homicide detectives
recently have renewed i
fraught with foggy memories,
missing evidence and reluctant
witnesses.

But that hasn’t stopped
investigators from dogging the
trail of the suspects they say
killed Stanley Jerry Blanco on
Nov. 1, 1981: Howard Coombs
and Lorna D’Venne.

D’Venne wasarrested Wednes-
day at her Las Vegas home, and
an arrest warrant has been is-
sued for Coombs, who investi-
gators believe is living in the
Midwest.

Ironically, Coombs was
arrested and charged with the
crime in 1981, after being
extradited from Florida, where
he had fled in the wake of the
police probe into the murder
But, lacking key testimony from
D’Venne, who was then not
a suspect and who failed to
show up for two grand jury
proceedings, the charges against
him were dismissed.

Now, a 69-page affidavit filed
in the case shows a pattern of lies
from almost everyone involved,
lies that Metro detectives say
have finally been uncovered after
almost 12 years.

“Your affiant believes that
sufficient evidence has been
established to believe that Lorna
Bodine D’Venne and Howard
Preston Coombs conspired to
lure Stanley Jerry Blanco to an
unknown location ... at which
time Coombs rendered Blanco
incapacitated,” the affidavit
by Metro homicide Detective
Thomas Dillard reads.

The sometimes-confusing af-
fair began several months before
the murder, when Coombs, a se-
curity guard, was assigned by
Master Security Service o pro-
tect D'Venne, who had allegedly
been harassed and stalked by
Blanco, her ex-fiance.

Coombs, meanwhile, began

Aatine MMTanna’a Aauchtan

Sam’s Town casino Oct. 30.
She told Metro detectives that
Coombs had been contacted by
a Metro officer who wanted to
test Coombs’ gun as part of the
investigation of the crime, and
she’d learned of the death from
him.

But officers grew suspicious
because Blanco’s body had not
yet been identified, so no Metro
officer could have contacted
Coombs about his gun.

When Coombs was brought in
on Nov. 13, 1981, detectives said
he “was evasive in his answers
and appeared nervous, as his
body was trembling.” He denied
telling D’Venne he was contacted
by a Metro officer and said he’d
sold the pistol several months
earlier.

But investigators discovered
that Coombs had pawned the
gun at the Pawn and Gun Shop
at 1212 N. Boulder Highway
in Henderson and had brought
in a supervisor from work to
purchase it for $150 the day
before his interview with Metro
detectives. Coombs also gave
the supervisor a box of 9mm
ammunition with five rounds
missing.

While detectives were testing
the gun (it was shown to be
the one used in the crime),
Coombs and DeeDee D’Venne
fled the state, heading for
South Carolina and leaving
DeeDee’s two children with
Lorna D’Venne. Their truck
broke down in Florida, however,
and Coombs was arrested.

Meanwhile, Lorna D’Venne
had moved and did not provide
police with her new address. She
called once and asked about the
case and gave a new address, but
by the time she was scheduled
to testify again, she had moved
a second time and could not be
located.

The case grew stale, but
had several key updates in
the intervening years: Coombs’
brother William Lee Coombs was
contacted at Camp Pendelton,
where he was serving in
the Marine Corps. He said
his brother had discussed his
involvement in the murder with
others while working at the
Gumball Factory, a business

tow, Okla., motel room with two
children that the couple had had
together. She married Gene Al-
lan Rayburn in 1984 and settled
in Bristow. :

By 1990, Rayburn and
D’Venne were divorcing and
fighting a bitter battle over
custody for the couple’s two
biological children. Rayburn’
said that D’Venne had told
him details of the Blanco
murder, including a March 1985
conversation in which she told
him that her mother “had had
him killed.” Howard Coombs,
she allegedly told Rayburn,
“came up to her in tears and
shook up and told her that it was
done ... they had killed Jerry.”

Coombs, too, had remarried
in 1987, and had told his wife,
Vicky Sliffe, about the crime
before the couple divorced in
1989. Sliffe told investigators
that Blanco had allegedly beat
Lorma D’Venne and that the
three of them “went out into
the desert ... and only Howard
and DeeDee’s mother (Lorna
D’Venne) had come out of the
desert.”

Finally, after years of chasing
down leads, detectives located
Lorna D’Venne. She was
contacted at her home at 7780
W. Lone Mountain Road, where
she was staying with DeeDee.
Detectives interviewed her there
Oct. 28, 1992.

She didn’t change her story
from the statement she’d given
in 1981, and said she was
unaware that Howard Coombs
and DeeDee D’Venne were
fleeing the state after his
interview with Metro Police. She
said she next saw the couple in
December 1982, when she drew
them to Arizona with a threat
to turn DeeDee’s children over
to the state.

According to the affidavit,
she then told investigators that
she’d planned to have herself
murdered on the same day
Blanco had died, because of
guilt feelings over his death.:
Investigators had discounted
that statement as “bizarre and
obviously pre-designed.”
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