Aurder suspect to back out of

view-Journal

A murder suspect said she
ans to back out of a generous
ea bargain today, claiming her
torney coerced her into accept-
g the deal despite her insis-
nce that someone else killed her
nce 12 years ago.

“I'm very much willing to face
e original charges, because I'm
nocent,” Las Vegas resident
rne “Bodine” Dvenne, 49, said
:dnesday.

Prosecutors charged Dvenne in
irch with conspiracy to commit
irder and murder with a dead-
weapon in the shooting death
35-year-old Jerry Stanley
nco.
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They agreed Aug. 4 to allow
Dvenne to plead guilty to a gross
misdemeanor charge of conspira-
cy to commit a crime after learn-
ing that all the physical evidence
in the case had been destroyed
accidentally.

The defendant said she expect-
ed the case to be dismissed and
was surprised when her attorney,
Stewart Bell, told Justice of the
Peace Nancy Oesterle that she
planned to Whive hey right to a
preliminary “hearing jand plead
guilty to the reduce% charge at
her arraignment, scheduled for
today in Digtrict Judge Sally
Loehrer;s coyrtroom. .

Dvenfie safd she agreed to the
negotia%mns X Justic;e Court -af-

-

ter Bell sternly whispered to her,
“Say yes.”

She said she since has fired
Bell and hired attorney Thomas
Pitaro to represent her. Neither
attorney could be reached for
comment Wednesday evening.

Chief Deputy District Attorney
David Schwartz said authorities
believe Dvenne hired Howard
Coombs, a security guard, to pro-
tect her from Blanco and offered
him money to kill her fiance.

Blanco’s body was found in No-
vember 1981 at the base of Sun-
rise Mountain. Schwartz said the
victim suffered five gunshot
wounds.

? Pros:.ecl_ltors tried unsuccessful-
ly to indict Coombs, 34, a short
3 =

!

plea bargair:

time after the killing and have
since renewed their hopes of pros-
ecuting him. A warrant for his
arrest was issued in March, but
he remains at large.

Schwartz said Dvenne’s former
son-in-law, Jean Rayburn, told
authorities Dvenne had confessed
to him, prompting the charges
against her.

Dvenne said Rayburn made the
allegations as revenge against
her daughter, De De, who di-
vorced him two years ago.

Court records indicate that evi-
dence in the case, including the
murder weapon, was destroyed
when Las Vegas police changed
the location of their evidence
vault sometime after 1990,

LV murder suspect
agrees to guilty plea
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A 49-year-old murder suspeot
accepted a generous plea bar-
gain Wednesday after prosecu-
tors revealed that all the physi-
cal evidence in the 1981 case
had been accidentally de-
stroyed.

Lorne Bodine Dvenne of Las
Vegas: waived her preliminary
hearing Wednesday in Justice
Court and agreed to plead
guilty to a gross misdemeanor
charge of conspiracy to commit
a crime in the shooting death of
her ex-fiance, 35-year-old Jerry
Stanley Blanco. 30!

Prosecutors charged her with
conspiracy to commit murder
and murder with a deadly
weapon in'March after a former
son-in-law told authorities
Dvenne had confessed to him,
.Chief Deputy District Attorney
David Schwartz said.

Schwartz said Dvenne has
agreed to give prosecutors a
complete statement of her in-
volvement in the slaying and

"her knowledge of the case as

part of the negotiations.

Prosecutors tried unsuccess-
fully to indict 34-year-old How-
ard Coombs a short time after
the killing, but they since have
renewed their hopes of prose-
cuting him.

Earlier this year, Las Vegas

homicide Detective Tom Dil-
lard said he believed Coombs
was living under an assumed
name in the eastern United
States. A warrant for the sus-
pect’s arrest was issued in
March, but he remains at large.
Schwartz said authorities be-
lieve Dvenne hired Coombs, a
security guard, to protect her
from Blanco and offered him
money to kill her former fiance.
The prosecutor said Dvenne’s
statement will indicate that
Coombs told her he fatally shet
Blanco, a blackjack dealer.

Blanco’s body was found Nov.
14, 1981, at the base of Sunr"is'e:
Mountain. Schwartz said the
victim suffered five gunshot
wounds; ineluding thres tithe
head.

Justice of the Peace Nancy
Oesterle on Wednesday bound
Dvenne over for trial. The de-
fendant’s arraignment is sched-
uled for Aug. 19 before District
Judge Sally Loehrer.

Court records indicate that
evidence in the case, including
the murder weapon, was de-
stroyed when Las Vegas police
changed the location of their
evidence vault some time after
1990. Prosecutors cited human
error as the reason for the loss
of physical evidence, according
to the records.




